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maeby the Chief Secretary and amembers about myself. I am pleased
deed to say that I am in a much in
state of health than I was at the begini
of the session. I think the success of
session has been due to the consideration
tended by members to both Ministers,
self and the officers. When all is said
done, the tone of the House depends
tirely upon the spirit -which is exhit
by members; and that spirit has ali
been kindly and considerate in all the y
that I have been associated with the H<
I endorse the remarks that have been r
respecting the work done by Minis
They did an extraordinary amount of i
in an efficient and successful manner.

I thank the Chairman of Committees
the Deputy Chairmen for the way in %
they carried out the hard work tbat ha
be done in Committee. That, after a]
the test of our parliamentary usefuli
The Clerks have, as usual, stood up to I
job, especially at the end of the sessioi
the way they have always done. We
grateful to them and also to Air. Br
To "Hansard," to the Controller and tb
those who took part in the work of Pa
ment, I desire to join with others in
pressing my thanks and appreciation.
I conclude by wishing you all the sea,
greetings. I hope you will have a mn
Christmas and that the coming -year
bring with it greater hopefulness
greater opportunities for optimism
we have experienced for many years.
appears as though the world is getting'
to a state of sanity, and I hope that
blessing of Almighty God will rest oi
all in the years to come.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.

THE ogixEr SECRETARY (Hon. I
W. Parker-Metropolitan-Suburban):
move-

flat the Rouse at its risiflg adjourn
date to be fied.

Question put and passed-

House adjoutrned at 1.34 aim. (Soturti

P~Cgiitathnv zmbg
Friday, 10th December, 1948.
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QUESTIONS.
COAL.

(a) As to Black Diamond Leases, Expendi-
Cure, etc.

Hon. A. II. 0. HAWKE asked the Pre-
mier:

In connection with his answers to the
questions asked by me in the Legislative
Assembly on the 3rd December, 1948, re-
garding work on the Black Diamond Leases,
wilt he indicate:

(1) What amount of the expenditure of
E12,400 incurred by Amalgamated Col-
lieries of W.A. Ltd., in carrying out the
work on these leases to the 31st October
last will be paid by tbe Government?

(2) When will that amount be paid?
(3) At what periods in the future will

the Government recoup the company for
its further expenditure on these leases?

(4) In what month is it thought any
worth while quantity of coal will first be
produced in the open out now being de-
veloped by the company on the leases?

The PREMIER replied;
(1) The whole, as has been the case with

similar expenditure in previous agreements
with the company.

(2) £12,000 was paid on the 15th Novem-
ber. The balance to the 21st December is
payable against accounts as rendered by
the company, subject to verification.

(3) Expenditure after the 31st Decem-
ber will he covered in a new contract for
coal supplies generally, of which details
have not yet been finalised.

(4) January, 1949.

(b) As to Possible Conflict of Answers.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE (without notice)
asked the Premier;

Would the Premier or the Minister for
Housing cheek the replies given with re-
gard to the Black Diamond leases? I have
not had an opportunity to compare the
Answers given by the Premier today and
those given by the Minister for Housing
on the 3rd December, but I think there is
a serious conflict between them.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING re-
pli ed:

There is no conflict.

(c) As to Supplying Copies of Ainswers.
Mr. MARSHALL (without notice) asked

the Premier:
Following the question of the acting

Leader of the Opposition, since two of the
questions answered today are of material
importance to members who will want to
discuss the matter when the Mining Esti-
mates are before the House, will he ask one
of the stenogra~phers of Parliament House
to type some copies of the answers so that
we can see themI

The PREMIER replied:
1 shall ask that tOs information be sup-

plied to members as suggested.

POTATOES.
As to Price and Bags.

Mr. C RAYDfEN asked the Minister for
Lands:

(1) Is it a fact that the Potato Board
has ruled that the potato growers will be
paid £8 per ton immediately for their pro-
duce; that there will be a further payment
in January, 1949, and that the final pay-
ment will not be made until October, 1949?

(2) Is it a fact that, in future, potato
growers will be compelled to use new bags
(which at present cost 2s. ad. per bag)
whereas previously they were permitted to
use super. bags?

(3) Is he aware that the above matters
are causing potato growers a considerable
amount of concern?

(4) If the answer to Nos. (2) and (3) is
"Yes," can any action he can take secure
a more equitable deal for potato growers,
and if so, will he take such action?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING re-
plied:

(1) For the October to December period,
the first payment is made following de-
livery at the rate of £8 10s. per ton, plus
the early digging premium on potatoes de-
livered before the 25th October. The
second payment in January is ealculale4
to practically finalise payment. There may
be a small re-adjustment at the end of the
season (Oetoberl 1949) a% provided for in
the Act.

(2) Growers have been required to pack
potatoes in new bags during the export
season from October to March, and the
second-hand bags may be used from April
to September.
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(3) Thte shortage of bags is causing
everybody concern.

(4) Every action has been taken to safe-
guard the interests of potato growers.

BREAD.
As to Price and Ticket System.

Mr. IIEUNEY asked tile Attorney Gen-
eral:

(1) What is the fixed price of bread in
the metropolitan area-

(a) per loaf;
(b) per half loaf ?

(2) Can the price fixing authority make
arrangenments with master bakers for the
issue of tickets by the half dozen to cus-
tomers oil Payluent of appropriate amount,
thereby removing an injustice imposed on
purchasers of half loaves'

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
(1) (a) Per 21b. Ioaf-7/d. retail, 7s.

per dozen wholesale; (b) per 1lk. loaf--Id.
retail, 3s. Od. per dozen wholesale; subject
to the following provisions:-

Where 11b. loaves are sold to the same
purchaser by ''cash sale'' to the extent
that Ithe total number sold is twvo or a
multiple of two, then two lib. loaves shall
be deemed to be a 21b. loaf.

''Cash sale" means wvhere payment is
made at the end of 10 consecutive days
or earlier for the whole of the bread pur-
chased during 10 days or earlier period.
However, if one J1b, loaf is paid for at

time of purchase, the price must neces-
sarily be 4d. There is no necessity for
customers to pay the baker for each Jib.
loaf when purchased; they can make ar-
rangements to pay during any period up
to 16 days.

(2) The price-fixing authority cannot
force bakers to issue tickets. In view of
the provision mentioned under 1 (b) there
is no necessity for tickets with the conse-
quent payment in advance. However, there
is nothing to prevent any baker making
such an arrangement with, his customers.

HOUSING.
As to Home Sites, Kenwick-M1addington

District.

Mr. WILD asked the Minister for Hous-
ing:

Ta view of the reply given to a question
asked on the 8th September, that officers
of the Housing Commission had inspected

large tracts of land in the Kenwiek-Mad-
dington area, and a report had been pre-
pared, can he now state as to whether a
decision has been arrived at?

The MINISTER replied:
No finality has yet been reached. An

area of approximately 90 acres is now
under offer to the Commission at Kenwiek
and services are available. A soil survey
is being undertaken.

TRAMWAYS.
As to Supply of DriVing Gears.

Mr. FOX asked the Premier:
Is he prepared to table the papers deal-

ing with a contract let by the Government
to an Eastern States firm for the supply of
train car driving gears?

The PREMIER replied:
I have sent for these papers, and if they

are not of a confidential nature I will pass
them on to the hon. member.

CO-OPERATIVE BULK HANDLING
LTD.

As to Execution of Agreements.
Hon. J. T. TONKIN asked the Minister

for Lands:

(1) Have agreements in connection with
the handing over to the control of Co-
operative Bulk Handling, Ltd., of the
State's bulk wheat handling facilities at
Fremnantle and flunbury on the 29th 'May,
1947, and the 1st October, 1947, respec-
lively, yet bepen executed?

(2) If not, when is it expected that
agreements will be finalised?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied:

(1) No. Agreement has been approved
of but not finally executed.

(2) Expected shortly.

WATER SVPPLIES.
As to Tuna Township and District.

Mr. BRAND asked the Minister for
Wsater. Supply:

What progress has been made in provid-
iag an adequate water supply for the resi-
dents of Yunn township and district?

The MINISTER replied:,
Investigations made and design drawn.

Matter of labour and material being fol-
lowed up.
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ROAD HAULAGE OF WHEAT.
As to Traffic Regulations and Road

Ma0itenanrc.

MHr, BRA-ND asked the Minister for
Transport:

(1) In view of the derision to perwit
-road transport of wheat, will hie give all
assurance that traffie regulations-
especially those concerning tail lights, num-
her plate,, rear view muirrors, and speed-
ig throug-h country towns-will be strictly
enforced ?

(2) Because of the increased wear and
tear- of tall roads tra versed by wheat tranq-
poit trucks, will he take steps to increase,
the numrber or men and equipment avail-
able for mainteniance of all road surfaee4
concerned?.

The MN1IS'TER replied:
(1) All trallie regulations enlteveriig.

vehicles engaged in wheat traffic will h e
enforced. Speeding- throughi towns is a
matter for the local authority, hut drivers,
will be warned that breaches of any tratlie
regulation:, will result in cancellation of
their wheat carting licenses.

(2) This, iatter ('lies under the lion.
Minister for Works to whomn it has. been
referred, but the Australian Wheat Board
has been asked to ethinlensate any locval
authority whose road-. have been adrer-.lv
affected hrY wheat traffic.

NOR T1-WVEST.
As ito Dri-Plapnrent Raiurrrys fronm North-

ern Trritior.

1103. A. A. M1. ('OVERLEY (without
notice) tasked the Premier:

(1 ) 1T111 he noticed. a1 statemlent by tile
admi inistinator (if the Northern Territory,
published in this4 itiorinli paper relative
to the liuiidiit, of ya-lw uar lines, into the
Kimberley a rea?

(2) If so. hias. the oi-rieninet had any
discursion. or con~erencees with thle (Cor,-
mnnwi-nlth on this subjet?

0:) If )-o, jS; the Govertnmennt
that thisi P. llw hc~t mean-; of' devehopi!z
the Killbei-leYs !Itf tnt, on whlose( auth-
nrity dlid tile arirninistratir make the state,-
ment?

The 1'IIE2IYER rcdited:
(1, 2. and :I) I hare not seen the s tote-

inent referred to, Suggestions have been miade

that certain railway linies should bie con-
structed front the Northern Territory into
the Wyndhamu area. No deeP-ion has been
arrived at. In fact, I would say that the
r-ecommiendat ions are of a very preliminary
nature. The suggestions hare net yet re-
ceived the consideration of the GAovern-
mrent, No fixed plans have betet received
by the (iorernment.

In reply to the other portion of the que.-
tion, I have said that no axed plaits have
been decided upon by thle (lovernitent. Ii
regaird to the authority of the adlniinistra-
tor of the Northern Territory, I understand
that hie did hare a diseossion yesterday
with the Director of Works regarding

N~it hm Trriory developmnent which

would have ait effec-t particuilarly up1on1 the
East IKinfberler d istrict or the W\yndhayti
M~eat Works iii regatrd to future menat still
lilies. I ('ain only sa ,y thtit the- adininistra-
lor was acting as the authority cotoln
tlie Northern Territory and had these dis-
eussdlils with the Director of Wks with
a View to ptiihalJle' deelOP~niiit Of that
aruea.

I AIlWAYS.
AN (?) '-. ( Cls hqirse.

Mr. STYANTS (without notice) asked
rthe 'Minister for- Ra~ilways:

I.- it correct, as reported in thev paper
recently, that the Fail way Depart neat eon-
temnplates litildint- till additional 201 ' N
elas~ engines I lh-t-aue of the inepfficiency
0o tite "N" lasN- ciillep for stibnOrha
work whecn p-oiinril with the "It1)-
cha-s andtile high caost per toin mile of
lianlact awt coiparud with that of the
-- DD-1) 00a-;-, this slig,esil i has aroused
apt relienisioui ill ft- niinds of loconiotive
inon. I have tlP-en.-rd te inattet- with the
Mlinist*er and I tindvirtand the statement
is not correct. Bulit fir the purpolse of publ-
lieitv being girt-i tof the ninth-i, andl so
that thle wittltr iliipre!stou created by the
slatiten t ini the Press mav r- remnoved f
wolil'i likei flit- M1iiter toi tell the House
whi t js the intention of tHie Raitwa r De-
'art nen'i

The 2IINTSTE? repliedi:
So flir as I ean asc-ertain, 1i', only re-

Ve nce to this maotter hais been inl thle
Press anti was t'romi an anonmyinous4 etwres-
l'rli'etI Whien I rpivted notice of this4
qucst~tin from the lioin. anii'.r I colninuni-
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rated with the Railway Departmeat and
was, informed that ilo plans are in hand
and nothing is knowii of the construction
of IN'' class engines;.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

As to Defeat of Franchise Proposals,

lon- A. R. G. IHAWKE (without notice)
asked the Premier:

Is he prepared to mnake any comment re-
garding the action of the Legislative Coun-
cil in killing- the franchise BilP This is
a repetition of the question I asked yester-
day.

The PREMIIER replied:
This is a matter that will have to receive

Cabinet consideration. As the Actingp
Lender of the Opposition will appreciate,
there has not been time to call Cabinet to-
gether since thle Legislative Council took
action in the matter.

BILLS (4)-RETURNED.

1, -Marketing of Apples and Pears.

With on amendment.

2, Hide and Leather Industries.

3, Dog Act Amendment.

4, Land Act Amendment (No. 2).

Without amendment.

BILL-COUNTRY TOWNS SEWERAGE.

Counil's Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it did not insist onl its
amendment No. 4 to which the Assemably
had disagreed.

BILL--GOLD BUYERS ACT
AMENDMENT.

In Committee.

Resumed from the 3rd November. M1r.
Perkins in the Chair; the Minister for
Housing in charge of the Bill.

Clause 12-Amendment of Section 27
(partly considered):

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: When
this matter was discussed previously, the
member for Murchison raised a question re-
Larding provisions in the Bill dealing with
the treatment of jewellery brought to a
manufacturing jeweller. The section dealt

with by this clause is No. 27, which enables
manufacturers- of jewellery or of articles of
gold to buy froml the M1int or from any
bank, without license, gold for manufactur-
ing purposes. The first two paragraphs of
the c'la use mcrely enlarge the present see-
tion by allowing aL manufacturing jeweller
to buy not only gold, but also wrought
gold: and I understand that, in fact, the
gold they buy from the 'Mint should be de-
s-cribed as wrought gold because it is rolled
into sheets. So paragraphs (a) and (b)
arc advantageous. But paragraph (c), to
which the hon. member drew attention, re-
lates to gold which a jeweller has in the
shape of an ornament which he has to re-
fashion. Paragraph (e) of Claunse 12 is so
confused that I have been unable to put it
into satisfactory form such as would ensure
its being workable. I thi nk it could be
eliinated. and if necessary dealt with dur-
ing a later session of Parliament. I move
an amnendmient-

That paragraph (c) be struck out.

Amiendmoent put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 13-Amendmient of Section 20:
The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: This

and the succeeding amendments relate to
the inclusion of the words ''gold matter."
This will mean that valuable gold bearing
materials will not be able to be dealt with
illicitly. Certain amendments have been
made in prior clauses and the remaining
clauses aire for the same purpose, plus re-
ducing the penalties where they are re-
garded as being unduly severe.

Clause put aind passed.

Clauses 14 to 16--agreed to.

Clause 17-Amen dmcnt of Section 36:

Mr. MARSHALL: This amendment seeks
to remedy an objectionable feature of the
parent Act. During the discussion onl the
measure in 1921 or 1922 this feature
aroused considerable hostility on the part
of the late Hon. P. Collier, as it contained
A direct negation of British justice. The
last four lines of the provision in Section
396 put the onus of proof on the defendant.
I have always protested against that prin-
ciEpic, which is against all the elements of
British just ice. Those making accusations
should be obliged to prove their eases.
Since this provision was first sanctioned
there hans been a tendency to include it in
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almost every piece of legislation under
which there was required an easy way for
the prosecution to get a conviction.

It is wrong that any accused person
should have to prove his innocence, and in
fact many members in this Chamber would
be hard put to it to prove their innocence if
wrongly accused of some offence- It would
all depend on what evidence we could ob-
tain for our defence, and corroboration
-would be difficult at times. No matter from
what Angle members may view the prin-
eiple, it is a vicious one to kirodnee. Al-
though I know that probably mnany indi-
viduals will escape punishment because of
the omission of such a principle in the Act,
I would rather see some offenders get away
occasionally than one innocent man be
found guilty. In order to remain consis-
tent in the viewpoint I hold, I move an
amendment-

That a new paragraph be inserted -is fol-
lows- '(b) deleting all wvords after the word
'justice' it] line 16, down to and including
the word 'Act' in line 19.1'

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: This
provision has been law for 27 years and I
have not heard of any serious objection
being raised to the effect that any marn who
is innocent has suffered by reason of it.*
A similar provision has been law since the
90's in the Police Act concerning goods in
the possession of people wvhere it is sus-
pected that they have been unlawfully ob-
tained- Apart from that aspect, there are
certain goods, such as gold, morphia, or
cocaine of great value and rarity, in respect
of which there is a particular temptation
towards illicit dealing. In other Acts which
deal with commodities of that kind it will
be found that a person who is in possession
of them is called upon to show that he came
by them lawfully.

That provision is partly because it is
difficult for the prosecution to prove how
they Acquire them. As; these goods are valu-
able, all sorts of ingenious steps are taken
to overcome the law. Also, a man who ac-
ceptF. possession of such a commodity might
reasonably be expected to he prepared to
account for that possession. The matter of
illicit dealing in gold is one of importance
to the ceonomy of the State, not merely to
the mining companies but to the employees
themselves, because if gold stealing were
on a large enough scale the mining com-

panics would find it diffiult to continue,
and also the effective production from the
mining industry -would be reduced. There-
fore, I tio not want to take away the prin-
ciples that have stood for so long, although
I appreciate the stand the member for
Murchison has taken. The law has made
that general acceptance and has certainly
not opened the subject of Agitation for
appeal. I ow therefore obliged to oppose the
amendment and will draw the hon. mnem-
ber's attention to the existing paragraph

(1)) -

31r. MARSHALL: I do not propose to
mnake. a protracted Argument on this hut,
if there is anything logical in the -Min-
ister 's argument, then I cannot see whvy, if
we sacrifice such a imajor principle as this,
we simrply confine it to this particulair Act.
Would it not be simple to have in our
Criminal Code a provision that, where an
individual or a member of the 'Police Force
suspected a person of stealing goods, the
onus of proof would immediately be on the
defendant? If the principle is sound and
is des;ired here to simplify prosecution, whby
should we not have it in every Act?

Hon1. Sir Norbert Keenan:- It is in the
Police Act today.

M Ir. 'MAR-SHALL: It should never have
been put in the Police Act any more than
in this measure. It would he a most. inter-
esting address to a jury if the memiber for
Nedlands were heard when at his peak as a
pleader in the courts. defending an indi-
vidual from the effects of this provision.
It would be an education to listen to hii.
I could Accept the interpretation of the
mnember for Nedlands for no-one knows it
better.

Amendment put a9nd a division taken,
with the tollowinz result-

Ayes
Noes

- .-. . . 21
22,

Majority against

Mr, Brady
MNIr. Cornell
Mr. Coverley
Mr. Fox

31r. Hegney

Mr. 11oar
Mr. Kelly
MNIr. 'Marshall
Mr. MAfy
Mr. Needham

Area.

MrNur
'Mi- Olivvr
Mr. Pnton
Mr. Reynolds
Yr. Xleepnan
Mr, Snubh
Mr. Styanta
M.%r. Tnnlgin
.%fr. Tri,,t
itr. Xodoredn

(Tcelcr.)
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Mr. Abbott
Mr. ]love][
Mr. Brand
Mrs. Cardell-Oiver
Mre. Dley
Mr. Urayden
Mr. Haill
Mr. Hill
Sir N. Keenori.
'Mr. Leslie
lir. Mann

NOS.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
35 r.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mrt.

Mcnona:
McLarty
Murray
Na Id r
North
Read
Sew~ard
Wild
Yates
Watts
Nistooo

Amendment thus negatived.
The M1INISTER FORl IIOUS IN

the Bill wvas introduced in the L
Council, it contained a provision
trosp)ctive character. As tlse
stands, It mail call he called upc
count for gold that may be tout
posqessioiiwe lie is iutcrrog&
that refers also to gold that he i
had at sonic prior time. That
provision was criticised by Goldfi
hers in the Council, and they- sue
having it removed from thle mleastl
overlooked paligraph (1)), whir~
have b~een deleted consequentially.
the attention of the member for Ai
to the point so that he call deal
matter it hie desires.

Mr. MARSHALL: This provi
applied to wrought gold, which in
if a person had stolen a gold ring
dispose of it by' slipping it into
else's pocket, and that iadividu
then be liable. In view of the3
remarks, I move anl amendment-

That paragraph (b) be struck o,

Amendment* put and passed; tI
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses .18 to 26, Title-agreed

Bill reported wvith amendmen ts
report adopted.

Third Reading.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSI!
R. R. Meflonaid-West Perth)
mlove-

That time Bill be now read a thin

EON. J. B. BLEEMAN (F
[11.50]: I cannot allow the Rdl
the third reading stage without g
final kick. It deals with one of
pernicious systems, that have eve
fIn my opinion, it is a great pit
interests of this country, that
member for West Perth was not
stead of the present Attorney

The previoulimiiembier for Wrest Perth held
Id definite views on thi., matter.

lion. A. 11. l'anton: What has the At-
torney General done!

Holl. J. 11. SLEEMAN: The previous
member for WVest Perth was Attorney Gen-
eral in the Mlitcell Government.

(Tel ler.) Hon. A. 11. IPanton : But, that is not what
you said.

Gr: When Hl. J1. It. K[,EEMAN: Well, I meant
egiblative to refer to the member for West Perth.
of at ye- I remember talking to the late Mr. Davy
law now just prior to anl election, and he said that
11 to nc- lie agreed with me about this matter and

id in hir, that it was awful. He indicated that we
died, and should get back to true British justice and
ny have cozii le to regard a man as innocent until

particular he was proved guilty. He said that if
Ild mem- his Government were returned to power, he

eceded in would go through a lot of these Act., and
ire. They amend them along- those lines. Now we
It should are in the year 1948, and it seems a shock-

*I draw ing thing that a law of this kind canl still
furehisonl exist. I amn sorry to think that we are
with the still alive to see such legislation onl the

statute book.
Sion also Hon. A. R1. G. Hawke: We have not
canls that much longer to live in 1948.

hie could Hall. J. B. SLEEMAX: We should be
someone ashamed of asrselres that the position has

a] would not been dealt with, and this sort of thing-
linister's wviped out of oar legislation. Do members

- ealise that undo'r this law it has% lbeen pos-
lit. sible for gold I( be put in the pocket of
lie clause, An individual by' a detective and, a little

later, a policeman to come along and ar-

to. rest that person and secure a convic-
tion?7 The whole tiling is rotten, and I am

and the surprised that inerbers of this Chamber

should vote for suesi legislation. This Bill
deserves to be put o~t the rubbish-heap). We
should lay it asi&(, like the Legislative

NG (Hon. Council did aiiother Bill.
11.49]: 1 The Minister for Eduhcation: You should

at least be fair. This particular provision
d time, was not in the Bill. It has been in the

Act for 27 years.
remantle) Honl. J. B. SI4EEMIAN: I know that, and
1 to Pass I have told members what the opinion of
iving it a the lait member for West Perth was onl the
the most matter. I hope that the House will not

r existed, agree to the third reading.
:y, in the
the late, Question put and passed.
alive in- Bill read a thlird time and returned to
General, the Council with amiendmients.
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BILL MIaNING ACT AMENDMXENT.
Conil's Amendments.

Sche-dule of seven amendlments made by
the (Council now considered.

In Committee.

Mr. Perkins in the Chair; the M1inister
for Hlous;ing in charge of the Bill.

No. I.-Clause 4: Page 2, new Section
PA-Insert after the -word "any'' in line
301, the words "qualified coal.''

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: This
deals, with the temporary appointment of
it mining engineer from the M1ines Depart-
ment to act during the absence of the chief
coalmnining engineer. The Council's amend-
Tuent proposes, that the officer appointed
Must be a qualified coalmining engineer.
Exactly what is meant by a "qualified coal-
Joining engineer" in the Council's amend-
ment, I amn not sunp. There is a subsequent
amendment specifying certain qualifications
that the chief coalnining engineer must
lpose", anl that amendment may be quite
desirabile. Conimining engineers are very
hard to get these days. A vacancy may
arise in the officee of chief coalmining en-
gineer. aind it may not be possible to get a
muan With the qualifications set out. If the
amendment were agreed to, the effect might
be that the board would not be able to
function. I prefer the Bill as it stands so
that one of the departmental engineers
could act as chairman of the hoard temn-
porarily. We hare in the department, I
understand, mining engineers who are not
only experts, in goidmining, but have had
experit-nce and some qualifications in con-
nection with coalmilng.

lion. A. 11. Panton: And also good geolo-
gists.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: That
lr. ,o. There should he sonic elasticity in
this matter. I move-

That the amtendmnent be not agreed to:

Mr. MAY: I acknowledge that much of
Wrhat the M1inister hasg said is quite correct.
We must face the position. A man may not
he available to fill the position of chief
eoalniining engineer. That wvould mecan that
the function., of the advisory board would be
at a standstill, unless somebody was avail-
alyt to 11i1 the position temporarily. I ask
the Mlinister for an assurance that any per-

son to be appointed temporarily should be
properly qualified. We have qualified ofli-
cers in the Mlines Department, but they
for years past hare heen employed on gold-
mining, and there is a big difference be-
tween gold and coal mining. If the Min-
ister is satisfied that the officers iii the
Mines Department are capable of filling
the position, I shaill be agreeable.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: I do not think the
Minister can give such an assurance. I
would suggest that the present State Mlii-
ing Engineer is qualified to fill the position
while the Chief Coal Engineer is away on
holiday or absent, on sick leave.

The 'MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
agree with the member for Leederville. If
the Bill provides that the temporary occu-
pant must hr a qualified coalmining en-
gineer, our present mining engineers mnight.
not come under that heading. If we strike
out the words "qualified coal" in respect
of ruining engineers, we -would then be able
to appoint one of our mining engineers who
would have sufficient general knowledge to
enable tihe Coal Advisory Board to function
and thus avoid the possibility of its being
out of existence for some months.

Question put and passed- the Counvil 's
amendment not agreed to.

No, 2.-Clause 4: Page 2, new Sect ion
O)A-Insert after the word "Engineer'' in
line 34, the words ''A person shall not be
eligible for appointment to the office of
the Chief Coal Mining Engineer unless he
is the holder of a first class colliery
manager's certificate of a standard equal
to that of New Southi Wales or the Uniited
Kingdom, and has had practical experience
in the administration, organisation, de-
velopment, mechanisation and superintend-
ing of at colliery.''

The MI1NISTER FOR HOUSING: On
the advice tendered to me, the qualifications
set out in the Council's amendment are
what any (lovernment would seek in ap-
pointing a man to a position of this kind.
Subject to any views which might he ex-
pressed hy members of the Committee, it
seems to me 110 harm would he done in
accepting the amendment. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed-, the Council's
amendment agreed to.
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No. 3-Clause G: Page 5, new Section
,1:3-zis*rt after the word "any" in lie

4, the word "industrial."

The MINISTER FOR HOtUING: I see
11o ubjeetion to tis amcendiuent. It will not
alter the position one way or the other.
I1 ov

That thle arnendlienit be agr(ed to.

Question put and pasd ; the Council's
-ineidnient agreed to,

No. 4-Clause 6:. Page . G, new Section
:;lt-Delete the words "Intt unanimous" in
line 24, and suIbstitute the words "evenl)-
diivided",

The 'MINISTER FOR HOUSING: 'Mean-
hersN will recall that the industrial tribunal
consists of the chairman, 'Mr. Waliwork,
two representatives of the owners and two
representatives of the union, The Coucil's;

amiendment wvill bring the clause into line
with the usual provision in this; matter; if
there is an equality of votes the chairman's
decision is taken. I see no objection to the
amiendment; perhaps sonmc advantage
mighlt be gained fromn it. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

'Mr, MAY: I see no reason for altering
the clause as printed. The piresent system
has worked satisfactorily and( there is no
object inl altering it. I hope the Committee
will not agree to the Council's amendment.

Quiestion put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

'No. 5-Clause 6: Page 0-Insert a new
section after Section 315, to stand as Section
316. as; follows:-

(1) Subject to this section, if, at any
time after the commencement of the M1in-
ing Act Amendment Act, 1948, the 'National
Secnrity (Coal Mining Industry Employ-
ment) Regulaitions of thle Comnmonwvealth
sha11 be repealed, shall expire or shall
otherwis e cease to have effect within the
State, every award, order or decision
which-

(a) shall bare been made or gviven
under the said regulations of the Comn-
monwealth byv the Central Coal Auth-
oritty, the Central Reference Board, the
Coanciliation Commissioner or a Local
Reference Hoard;

(b) shall have related to the coal
mining industry in the State; and

(e) shall have been in force immedi-
ately prior to such repeal, expiry or
cessation of effect as aforesaid, as, the
ease may be,

,-hall, for the purpioses of this Act be
deemied to have been made uinder the auth-
ority of this Act and to continute in force
and to take effet according to its tenor as
if expressly authorised by this Act.

(2) Subject to subsection (4) of this sev-
tion all parties and persons, shall, a, fromn
such repeal, expiry or cessation of effect a.s
,Aforesaid, abide by any such award, order
or decision as afore-4aid unless and until it
is altered by the tribunal, and if it he
altered, shall then abide hr it as so altered.

(3) When an awardj, order or decisi~on as
aforesaid is inconsite-nt with an award,
order or decision of the tribunal, the latter
shall prevail, and the former shall, to the
extetit of the inconsistency, be invalid.

(4) Any award, order or decis;ion refer-
red to in this sevtion shall he subject to re-
view and determination by the Court under
the provisions of section three hundred and
twentv-twvo of this Act.

(5) (a) This section shall have effect not-
withstanding any lapse of time, not exceed-
ig one mionth, between the date of the re-

peal, expiry or cessation of effect referred
to in subsection (1) of this section, and the
Odate whereon this section shall be brought
into operation by proclamation under sec-
tion six of the Mining Act Amendment Act,
1948, and this section shall have each retro-
spective operat ion as may he necessary to
give effect to the provisions hereof,

(b) If the lapse of time referred to in the
last preceding p)aragraph shall exceed one
mionth, this section shall have effect not-
withstanding: Provided that no person -shall
lie liable to prosecution or punishment for
any contravention of thle award, order or
decision referred to in subsection) (1) of
this section which occurred during such time

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: This
amendment meanus that all orders and direc-
tions which have been made uip to the pre-
sent by the tribunal uinder the Comnmon-
wealth regulations, shall continue in force1
even though the State regulations have been
promulgated. We do not want a gap in re-
lationl to existing- practices and righits. All
the orders of thle tribunal under the Com-
mionwealth regulations will continue in force
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until amnrded or altered by the tribunal to
be established under this Bill as a State
tribunal. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Quesition put and passed; the. Council's
amendment agreed to.

.No. 6-Clause 6: Page 7, new section 318
-In subsection (1), delete the words "and
notwithstanding that a lockout or strike
may exist" in lines 24 and 25.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I do
not think this amendment makes any differ-
ence, because, in spite of the deletion, the
clause will still read that the chairman may,
whenever in his opinion it is desirable, sum-
mon a conference. I mov--

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
anienieut agreed to.

No. 7-Clause 6: Page 7, new Section 318
-Delete Subsection (2) in lines 28 to 33.

The 'MINISTER FOR HO1'SING:
Again, I do not think this amendment makes
any difference, because the prior subelause
gives the chairman power to summon any
per.;on to attend a conference, withont ink-
pinfn any limits on the kind of person. As
the matter is not -worth arguing about, I
Move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Mr. MAY: The subsection which it is pro-
posed shall be deleted is more definite in its
wortlingr than is the new subsection with
which we hove just dealt. The words "settle-
meat of an industrial dispute" do not ap-
pear in the previous section. Every possible
:op should he given to the chairman to
call upion anybody he likes in order to settle
a dispuite. The Minister would be well ad-
vied to allow the clause to stand.

Mr. MARSHALL: I am sorry the Min-
ister ha,- been so easy in connection with
this auteadment. The subseotion defines "any
person." If it was -not a definition, it would
be all right. If the subsection goes out, no
person, not connected with the industrial
trouble, will be available to the commission.

lon. A. 11. Panton: The commission
Cnuldl get expert advice.

M1r. 'MARSHTALL: Yes, and technical
advice. If thle subsection is struck out, that
cannot he done. The commlission's activities
will be circumscribed as to getting informa-
tion from those actually engaged in the dis-

pute. I believe the commission cannot have
too much power in this direction. The
settlement of a dispute may be based an
getting evidence of an expert or technikal
nature.

The MiN'-ISTER FOR HOUSING: I
agree with the members who have spoken,
but I do not think the subsection is worth
a place in the meansure. The words "any
person" are as wide as the world. They ap-
pear iii hundreds, of Acts and there ha,;
never been any definition of them because
we could not have anything wider. Under
the preceding subsection the chairman. has
p)ower to siummifon any person or persons for
the purpose of preventing or settling an
industrial dispute.

Mr. MAY: Is not Subsection (2) really
an interpretation of Subsection (1)) 7if
those who drew up the Bill considered that.
ain interpretation was necessary, there is no
barni in allowing this to remain.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I pro-
sunme it is ineant to he an interpretation, but
I cannot see the licoessity for it. I have
never before heard of an interpretation of
the words "any' person."

Question put and a division taken with
tile following result:

Ayes
Noes

21
17

Majority for

r.Abbolt
'Mr. Hovel!
AM. Cnrdelb-Oliver
Mfr. rornell
Mr. fleey
Mr. rrayden
Mr. Hal
Mr. Hill
Mr. Lpalia
M Ir. Maln
Mr. Mcnonald

No:
Yr. Brady
Mr. For
Mr. Itawke
Mr._ Hoar
M- Ir. Kelly
Mr. Marahall
Mr. Maty
)Mfr. Nprdhamk
Mr. Nntsen

Question thus Ila
amendment agreed to.

4

AraB.

Mr. McLarty
Mr. Mlurrny
Mr. Nalder
37r. Nimmo
Mr. North,
Mfr. Sapwnrd
Arr. Watts
V r. Wvild
M1r. Yte.
Mr. Brand ETlcr

Mr. Oliver
1Vr. Panton
Art. Read
M1r. Heynnld4
'Mr. Slerman
M r. Styanta
Mir. Tonkln
Mr. Ilodoreda

(Tellvr.)

ssed; the Cou ncil's

Resolutions reported anti the report
a dop ted.

E a
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A committee consisting of Mr. May,_Mr.
-Nslder and the Minister for Housing drew
tip reasons for not agreeing to Council's
amendment No. 1.

Reasons adopted and a message accord-
ig.ly returned to the Council.

BILL--LAND SALES CONTROL
ACT AMENDMENT.
Council's Amendments.

Schedule of two amendments made by the
*Council now considered.

In Commiitee.

Mir. Perkins in the Chair; the Minister
for Education (for the Minister for Lands)
in tharge of the Bill.

No. I1-Clause 3: Insert after the word
"aomended"i in line 12, the letter and brackets

No. 2-Clause 3: Add a paragraph after
the word "ten" in line 14, as follows:

(b) By adding a subsection after sub-
?4ection (2), as follows:-

(3) Any order made under this section
mhall cease to have effect at the expira-
tion of three months from the date of the
gazettal thereof, and no order shall be
made in respect of land which has already
been the subject of an order.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
With your permission, Mr. Chairman, I
shall deal with the two amendments to-
-ether. In my opinion they are out of
order, quite apart from the fact that they
zire objectionable. The Bill had for its oh-
,Ject, and nothing else within its scope, a
iroposal to) rectify a clerical error. The
Legislative Council has taken advantage of
the opportunity to insert the amendmehnt
No. 2 on the motion, I understand, of
Mir. Watson. In the first place there is
nothing in the Bill having reference to
orders or the administration of Section 11
tiC the Act, which this purports to alter.
T would like to have yobir views on whether
it is out of order, Mr. Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN: After examination,
mny opinion is that it is outside the scope
of the Bill. However, there is no action
that I can take in the matter. The amend-
ment was put in by the Legislative Council
and the only course is for the Committee
to disagree with it by resolution.

Ihe MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:-
Pursuant to your views, Mr. Chairman, I
move--

That the amendments be not agreed to.

Hon. A. H1. PANTON: If you, Mr.
Chnirman, do not consider that you have a
tight to rale the Council out of order when
in your view their amendment is outside
the scope of the Bill, then I do not agree
with you. On one occasion an amendment
was ruled out of order by the Deputy Chair-
man and the decision was referred to the
House of Commons. That House agreed
with the Deputy although they said they
could not imagine one of their Deputy
Chairmen ruling the House of Lordls out.
However, if you believe you have the auth-
ority you should say so and rule the amend-
ment out of order.

The CHAIRMAN: I have made an exam-
ination of the position and I do not consider
it is within my province to rule the amend-
ment out of order.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: What would it have
been if it had been a money Bill?

The CHAIRMAN: That is a constitu-
tional matter which is'different. The proper
course, I consider, is for the amendment to
be not agreed to by resolution.

Mr. MARSHALL: It is set out by the
Imperial Parliament that apart from con-
stitutional matters, where the Legislative
Council is prohibited frown doing things, it
is permitted to do anything so far as legir-
lation is concerned. It can amnend Bills, re-
place in a Bill amendments which were de-
feated in this House, And so on. The only
prohibition which they suffer ia that which
appears in the Constitution.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I am glad the Min-
ister for Education hag taken this attitude
because I thought he might succumb to the
request of another place. That would ruin
the Bill.

The Minister for Education: It is a most
objectionable amendment.

Hon. 3. T. TONIN: A person whio did
not desire to sell to the Land Settlement
Board and had a private client in view,
would only have to hold up the business for
three months, and during that time the order
would expire and no further order could be
made. That would mean he could do as he
liked.
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Question put and passed; the Council's
amendments not spreed to.

Resolution reported and the report
adopted.

A committee consisting of Hon. A. H.
Panton, Mr. Brand and the Minister for
Education drew up reasons for not agreeing
to the Council's amendments.

Reasons adopted and a message accord-
ingly returned to the Council.

BILLS (2-RETURNED.
1, Bush Fires Act Amendment (No. 2).

With an amendment.

2, Hospital Benefits Agreement.
Without amendment.

BILL-BULK HANDLING ACT
AMENDM1ENT.

Received from the Council and read
first time.

a

BILL-OOMPANXES ACT
AMEINDMENT.

Second Readng.

Debate resumed fromt -the 7th December.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. A.
V. R. Abbott-North Perth) [12.411: This
Bill aims to make a number of amendments
to the Companies Act. These amendments
have been submitted to - the Registrar ot
Companies, Mr. Boylson, for his considera-
tion, le agrees with some of them and
disagrees with others. The items on which
comment should he made can best he cOv-
ered in Committee. I propose to support
the second reading.

MR. BRADY .(Guildford - Midland)
fl2.421: 1 have given the Bill considera-
tion and even at the risk of delaying the
House for a few moments, I wish to deal
with the various provisions contained
therein so that members will know exactly
where the Bill stands in relation to the
Act. As the member for Swan said when
discussing the matter the other evening,
the Act is one of 364l pages and is at most
important measure. I agree it is important
aind I consider that members who are in-
teres9ted ip compainies would be well ad-
vised to consider what some of the pro-
posed amendments mean.

The Attorney General: Why not discuss
them iii Committee?

Mr. BRADY- I do not think that wt
should wait until we reach the Committee,
stage otherwise members may paF4 themj
without realising the significance of what
is proposed. -Some of the amendments arf
most important from a shareholder's point
of view. Most companies today seem ft
consider that such concerns are run for theji
own benefit and, with all due respect to the
Registrar of Companies;. T consider that hi
does not know what is taking place witt
some of them today. There is a tendency
in some instances, to deprive shareholder!
of certain information to which they ari
entitled.

At one time it was oonsidcred wise polic
for company administration to border or
eonservatism. Owing to the abuses thai
have taken place throughout Australia ail
oversea, the tendency today is to-give tht
shareholders and the public as much in.
formation as possible. Such being the easi
I think it would be -wise for me to nnr
through the various provisions container
in this Bill. The first amendment is one tL
alter Section 28. It is a simple amend.
ment of one word and substitutes the worl
''Act'' for the word "part."

There is also a provision to permit pro.
prietary companies to bare 501 members in.
stead of 21 as at present, exclusive of ex.
employees. The argument adduced in favoui
of that provision is that it is general prac.
tice throughout the other States to have
50 instead of 21. Simply because othei
States do certain things, i 't is no reasor
why we should follow their example. We
have quite a number of industrial dispute5
in the other States and I believe that com-
panies are in no small measure blameabc
for a number of them. The closer the watel
we keep on the activities of companies, the
better it will be. I am reminded of ay
old saying thht a company has neither.
body to be' kicked nor a soul to be damned
Certain it is that companies work on the
principle that profit should be the one and
only objective, and they certainly do nol
appear to hare any regard whatever foi
commercial morality. Consequently, I main
tamn that any proposal likely to give corn
panics an opportunity to cover up theii
activities should not be countenanced.

I am not favourable to the proposal tf
permit of the membership of a proprietar
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company being increased from 21 to 50.
Under the existing Act, a prospective buyer
of company shares is required to sign a
statement setting forth that he has perused
a copy of the full prospectus. The Bill
proposes to delete that provision so that
it will be no longer necessary for a pros-
pective shareholder to sign a statement to
that effect. Some people invest a substan-
tial proportion or even the whole of their
life's savings in company shares, and we
would he wise to retain the provision re-
quiring their perusal of the full prospectus
before buying. Perhaps an investment
up to £100 could he exempted.

The Attorney General: The Bill does not
provide for that. You are not understand-
iag the provision.

Mr. BRADY: I have read the Bill and
am placing my owvn construction on it. If
I am wrong, that will be a matter for the
judgment of the House. Any provision re-
moving the requirement for prospective
investors to see a full copy of the prospec-
tus wvould be wrong. As I was saying,
a small investment up to £1100 might not
matter, hut anyone investing in excess of
that amount should be required to declare
that he has seen the full prospectus.

Another proposal in the Bill provides
that there should be no need to issue a
.share certificate unless the shareholder so
desires. We should not encourage that sort
of thinz. Perhaps in the ease of those
people who are, vell-versed in company pro-
edlire. the objertion might not be so great,

butI I venture the opinion that people of
thatI t ype (cinstitute a mninorityv of the share-
liold,'s in investment companies. Upon the
trari-fer of shares, a share certificate should
lin issued. TI) permit otherwise would be
idani7croius and could lend to wrongful prc
tive. We should not encourage that aspect
of share dealing. If a man buy* s shares,
even though lie might not want to handle
them, the certificate should he made out and
avoilable whenever he cared to call for it.
There are fiood reasons whyv we should iiot
approve of that amendment.

The Act requires% that a company shall
keep at its registered office a copy of all
documents creating a charge on any of the
assets of the company' . The Bill seeks to
delete that provision. Every company
.should keep in its registered office copies of
duri'ments creating a charge on its property.

It might be argued that most of such docu-
ments have to be registered at the Supreme
Court and are there open to inspection by
the public?. I have hadl association with com-
panies, mostly co-operative companies, ex-
tending over 235 years, and I know that it is
possible to have charges created against a
company's assets that need not he registered
in the court. Whether it be a co-operative
or any other type of company that is con-
Perned, copies of all such documents should
be kept at the registered office where the
public mar seec them, whether the people
interested are shareholders or others eon-
cerneci about the welfare of the company.

Another amendnient sought relates to the
,annual return that has to be lodged by a
companflfy. The Act provides that the an-
nual return shall be lodged with the regis-
trar after the 31st Mfarch in each year and
the Bill proposes to make the date the 30th
JTune, and] allow the customary 60 day' s. I
favour that amendment and hope it will lie
approved.

The Bill also seeks to remove a disability
under which direetorst of co-operative Cant-
ponies are labouring. The Act provides
that no director may continue as such if
he owes money to the company. In the case
of co-operative companies, the largest
farmers in a particular district aire almost
invariably asked to accept positions as direc-
tors. These men dIeal largely with the en-
operative comhpany and endeavour to put 115

much business as possible in the way of the
company. The Bill proposes to remove the
existing restriction and I am in favour of
Ath Adiector in Ihe normal course of his
business might require at month's credit or
an advance against a crop that is ripening
nod about to he sold, and it would be wrong
to prevent his dealing with the company
simply because lie was a director.

The mo4t important provision in the Bill
seeks to remove the necessity for companies
to divulge to a general meeting of share-
holders all the remuneration received by a
director. It is proposed that the only ini-
formaition that need be conveyed to the
general meeting is the remuneration paid to
the director as such. Any other fees rn-
emoluments lie may receive need not be dis-
(-losed. If wye have proper regard for the
interests of shareholders, I consider it would
be definitely wvrong not to have that informa-
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tion disclosed. I know of directors who are
receiving not fees as directors but are rceeiv-
ig substantial out-of-pocket expenses; fur
working for the company or substantial
benefits by serving the company in a legal
or advisory capacity. Yet the fees received
for those services, are not to be disclosed to
the sharvholders.

The gidhing prnciple in regard to coin-
pony administration should lbe to let the
shareholders know as much as -possibfle. This
is lnt altogether undesirable in reg-ard to
the employees of the company, because the
inore they know about the company's; opera-
fljns the less, spicious they are likely to
he. I believe that the shareholders; should
have disclosed to them information of all the
inoness directors receive for their services at,
such or in any legal or advisory capacity, as,
well as, by way of discount, travelling ex-
penises, etc. Therefore T shall oppose that
amendment. I felt that I ought to make
these few remarks on the Bill and have themi
recorded so that the Hfouise might he
acquainted of the position as I see it. Thus
menmhers will he on their mettle -when the
Bill reaches the Committee stage.

HON. E. NULSEN (Kanowna) [12.55]:
]From the inception of this legislation,T
have had quite a lot to say on it. I regret
that the Bill has been introduced so late in
the session, because it contains quite a num-
ber of provisions that ought to be thor-
oughly discussed. I shall be grateful if the
member for Swan, -who is sponsoring the
Bill in this House, will show some tolerance
by agreeing to the deletion of many of the
clauses of the Bill.

The Act is a voluminous one, consisting
as it does of 433 sections and about 75 pages
of schedules and rules. The new Act has
been in operation for a little less than 12
mouths, and thus the commercial community
has not bad much tune to conform to its
requirements. I understand that both the
Registrar and the Assistant Registrar have
been very helpful to the business community
in every way. They have held conferences,
and all concerned are now gaining a better
understanding of the provisions. I regret
that an amending measure should have been
introduced so soon after the consolidation of
the Act.

Hon, A. H. Panton:- Let us lay -the Bill
aside.

Hon. E. NUESEN: I do not suggest that
course of action. Now that the Bill has
been introduced, members should have an
opportunity of discussing the proposals,
which might contain something useful.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Push it out!

Hon. E. NIELSEN:- Somne of the proposed
amendments might well be adopted in order
to correct anomnalies and thus facilitate the
administration of the Act. On the other
hiand,' some of the amendments, if agreed to,
Would have a very serious effect from the
standpoint of shareholders. I can approve
of a few of the amendment;, but, as to the
others, I would not agree to them in any
circuin~tances. I repeat that I hope the
s;ponsor of the ]Bill will be tolerant by agree-
iag to retain only those amendments re-
quired to facilitate the administration. of
the Adt.

Mr. H1EG"NEY: I move-
Thjat the 131u be laid aside.

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no provision
in our Standing Orders for a motion couch-
ed in those terms.

Mr. H1EGNEY: Then I move-
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and a division
following resultt

Ayes
Noes

Majority for

Ana.
IMr. nrady Mr. C
AMr. Fox iMr. P
Air. H~awke Mr. R
M,%r. flegnoy Mr.
Mr. Hoar Mr. S
Mr. Kelly Mr. S
Mr. Mfarshall 'Xr. S
Mr. May Mr. TI
Mr. Nulsei 'M r. R

Notes.
Mr. Abbott M ar.
Mr. Borell Mr.
Mr. Brand Mr. N~

r. oraydan Mfr. P
MIr. Trail Mr. El
Mr. Hill1 Mr.
Mr. Leslie Mr.
Mr. M1cDonald Mr. C
Mr. MeLarty

taken with the

18
17

liver
'anton
Lend
Leynolds
Iceman
mith
tyarita
'anki,
todoreda

(Teller.)

I array
lalder
immn,
herkinwq
award
vall,

ld
ornell

(Teller.)

Motion thus passed: debate adjourned.

Sitting suspended from 1.0 to 2.0 p.m.
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BiLL--BUSH FUs ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Councils Amendment.

Amendment made by Council now con-
sidered.

In Committee.

Mr. Perkins in the Chair; -the Minister f or
Education (for the Minister for Lands) in
charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMNAN: The Council's amend-
ment is as follows

Clause 8: Page 4-Ia. proposed new Section
12A, delete the word " IMay'' in line 33, and
substitute the word "April.''

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
have discussed the obvious intention of the
Legislative Council with a number of farm-
ers representing country districts, and they
are of the opinion that the 30th day of
April would be a satisfactory day. In the
circumstances, I move-

That the amendment be amended by insert-
ing before the word "May" the words ''the
thirty-first day of" and before the word
"April" the words "the thirtieth day of."

Amendment on amendment put and passed.

Question pitt and passed; the Council's
amendment, as amnended, agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

BILL--MARETING OF APPLES
AND PEARS.

Concl's Amendment.

Amendment made by the Council now con-
sidered.

In Committee.

Mr. Perkins in the Chair; the Minister
for Housing in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: The Council's amend-
ment is as follows:-

Clause 13 (1), page 6: Insert after the
figures "11949"1 in line 23 the words "and
before the first day of October, 1949."

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: In
Clause 13 of the Bill the intention is to
limit this legislation to the apple harvest
of 1949. By an error in printing, sonic
words were omitted. The Bill, as drawn,
provided that all apples and pears grown
in Western Australia anid harvested on or
after the 1st January, 1940, and before the

1st October, 1949, shall in effect be acquired
by the State board. The words " and be-
fore the 1st day of October, 1949" were
lef t out by the printer and have been in-
serted by this amendment. I mov--

That the amendment he agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

The CHAIRM3AN: The Clerk has drawn
attention to the fact that an amendment
made here in Committee should have re-
sulted in a consequential amendment to a
later clause; namely, the deletion of cer-
tain words. That consequential amend-
ument could have been made at the time,
but the only procedure to be adopted now
is for us to ask the Legislative Council to
make it. The words appear in Subelause
(3) of Clause 4.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: By an
amendment made at the suggestion of the
Minister for Commerce on the advice of
the Commonwealth Parliamentary Drafts-
man, instead of providing that the maaret-
jag provisions shall come into force on the
proclamnation being made, it was decided
that the provisions s;hall come into fore
unless a proclamation is made. The result
of that amendment should have been the
deletion of the reference to a proclamation
occurring in Subelnuse (3) of Clause 4.
The words to he struck out are "and of
the proclamation under and in accordance
with Section 1 of this Act." I move-

That the Council be requested to make the
necessary consequential amendment.

Question put and passed.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

ANNUAL ESTIMEATES, 1948-49.

In Comnmittee of Supply.

Resumed from the 8th December; Mfr.
Perkins in the Chair.

Vote-Child Welfare and Outdoor Relief,
£1164590-agreed to.

Vote-Unemployment Relief, £61,950:

Hon. J. T7. TONKIN: I have ascertained
that the *position represented here has ob-
tained for some years, aud, if what I assume
is correct, it is time something was done
about it, although it has been in operation
during the terms of both the previous Gov-
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ernmeut and the present Government. The
figures given here show that an average of
£15 per week is being distributed for un-
employment relief, at a cost to the Govern-
ment of £21 per week to distribute it. If
that is the true position, there is something
radically wrong. This occurs under the
heading of the Child Welfare Department,
but previously I think unemployment relief
was not bandied by that department, being
dealt with by the Honorary Minister's de-
partment. According to the figures given,
the expenditure for 1947-48 -was £1,127 and
the anticipated expenditure for 1948-49 is
£1,200, which is to cover the clerk-in-charge
of records, two clerks and temporary assist-
ance. Apparently all that expenditure is
necessary to distribute a sum of £C750 by
way of relief.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
That is quickly explained. These figures
cover the incidental expenditure on officers
engaged in the Department of Supply and
iShipping, whose office was in the building
formerly occupied by the 'Minister for Local
Government. It also covers fares advanced
on a repayment basis to rural workers to
enable them to go to jobs in the countr~y
and the cost of State assisRtance to sick and
unemployed single men who are destitute.
State relief is ranted to single men who
have registered aith the Commonwealth
Office for either sickness or unemployment
benefit and who, during the waiting period
of practically three weeks, are completely
without means. Men over 65 years of age,
aliens aind applicants for the invalid or old
age pension, who are waiting for their claims
to he finalised, and who are in straitened
circumstances, also receive assistance from
this Vote, as they are not covered by the
provisions of the Commonwealth Unem-
ployment and Sickness Benefit Act.

Vote puot and passed.

Vote-State Housing Commission, £25,976:

THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING (Hon.
BR. R. 'McDonald-West Perth) [2.203:
These Estimates show the first two items
in relation to the operations of the State
Housing Commission in the discharge of its
f unctions as set out in the Act, and the
third and fourth items under the heading
of " State Housing Commission " refer to
the operation of the building materials

division, which operates under the Building
Materials Control Act, which is separate
legislation. That is the reason f or the
itemisation of these Estimates. The first
two items relate to operations under the
State Housing Act and members will find
that the estimated expenditure has risen by
£32,116 to a total of £94,553. That is in
respect of operations of the Commission
under the State Housing Act. Members
will also find that that is all rebated ex-
cept for the sum of £5. The reason for
that is that the State Housing Commission,
last year and for the time being, has oper-
ated and is operating almost entirely in
connection with 'Commonweal th- State rental
homes and War Service homes. In each
case it operates under arrangements with

*the Commonwealth by which expenditure
in these directions-including administra-
tion expenses-is made from the fund
available for Commonwealth -State rental
homes and War Service homes under agree-
ments made between the Commonwealth
and the State.

It must be understood that such ad-
ministration expenditure is charged up to
the cost of the homes, as part of their cost,,
as it must he, and it comes back in due
course, for the greater part, in rentals or
in purchase money. Under the third and
fourth items the operations of the Buiilding
Materials Control Division are under the Act
of that name. As that is a State Act the
expenditure under those items is charged
against Consolidated Revenue. Expendi-
ture on the building operations and build-
ing materials control is rising this year by
£E2,981 to £25,976. In the ease of both
operations the increases are due partly, of
course, to increased salaries and wages-
which is consistent with the present trend
-and partly to the expanded operations of
this department of Government. The ex-
tent of that expansion will be the subject
of references that I will make a little later.

In addition, following discussions that
took place in this House, the provisions for
inspections have been enlarged so that
there may be more opportunity of keeping
in touch with eases where the living condi-
tions are unsatisfactory and relief needs
urgently to be given. The expenditure has
shown an increase for the reasons I have
mentioned, under both headings of these
Estimatvs, namely, the operations under
the' State Housing Act and the operations
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coming under the building control legisla-
tion. The Commission has now completed
more than 2,000 Commonwealth-State
rental homes, a type of home that is de-
signed to meet the needs of people who are
living under bad conditions and require to be
housed, which is therefore looked upon as
a. matter of considerable social importance.
That type of building has been stepped up
fairly substantially by the State Housing
Commission. A recent Commonwealth Suir-
vey shows that the Com.monwealth-State
rental homes completed in Western Aus-
tralia number 334 per 100,000 of popula-
tiob, as compared with the Australian
average of 221 per 100,000, so that, on a
ratio of houses built to population, this
State has been building 50 per cent, wore
rental homes than the Australian average
rate of construction. - I

Since those figures were given-they are
the latest issued by the Commonwealth-
many more rental homes have been con-
structed in thiA State, and further construc-
tion is now proceeding on a substantial
scale. Cowing now to the question of sale,
arrangements have been completed with the
Commonwealth Government by means of
which deserving tenants-those of reason-
ably good type-are to be given the option
of buying their houses on easy terms and
at a low rate of interest. Those arrange-
ments have recently been completed. In
some of the States the arrangements for
sale have not yet been completed, but the
Prime Minister has agreed that Western
Australia may proceed with the sale of
rental homes, even though some of the
other States have still not completed their
agreements. 't

Mr. Leslie: Will the homes be sold at
costI

The MINIST~ER FOR HOUSING: The
arrangement with the Commonwealth is
that the price shall be the cost or the pre-
sent value, whichever is higher. It must be
borne in mind that all Commonwealth-State
rental homes are built on the basis that
three-fifths of any loss either on sale or in
connection with rentals will be borne by
the Commonwealth and two-fifths from
State revenue. Those are the terms that
the Commonwealth has required-I think
not unreasonably-to protect the general
taxpayer. At the p~esent time a valuation
of the houses is being made in connection
with the land sales regulation branch in

this State and it is hoped that at a com-
paratively early date contracts will be
available, by means of which tenants who
desire to do so may set out to become the
owners of the rental homes they now oc-
Cupy.

Mr. 'May: Has any arrangement been
made about the rent already paid?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
Commonwealth has agreed that so much of
the rent as represents amortisation shall be
put to the credit of the purchaser, so that
he will, in effect, be deemed to have com-
menced his purchase from the time -when
he first became a tenant. The precise period
during which the purchases will be com-
pleted will probably be 40 years, the term
allowable under the State Housing Coin-
mission Act. The Commonwealth figures
show that rents of Commonwealth-State
rental homes are lower in this State than
any other Australian State due to our cost
of building, and these also show that our
houses are built in a shorter time than in
any other State. Also, it may be of in-
terest to members to know that on the latest
figures issued by the Commonwealth for
building costs of rental homes, the follow-
ing comparisons are mnade:-

Brick homes-

Western Australia
Queensland
Victoria
New Soutb Wales

Per square.
I

* 117
- 147
* 147
* 169

So, on those building costs our figures com-
pare creditably with those of other States.
The South Australian figures have not been
given because that State is not operating
to any extent under the Commonwealth-
State rental scheme. It is operating under
its own State financial arrangements and
the result is that the Commonwealtb could
not include the figures relating to thq South
Australian rental homnes in the statistics to
which I have referred. The building cost of
£147 a square on the latest Commonwealth
figures-which I might say, were taken out
some time ago, and costs have risen since
then-compares favourably with the cost of
£1.69 a square in New South Wales and
£e147 a square in Queensland and Victoria.
The Commission is building 84 small houses
of the type called "expansible house." An
initial programme of 90 was authorised and
84 are either under construction or, in some
eases, have been completed and occupied.
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The Commission is also building 33 dup-
lex houses. The expansible house and the
duplex house are those designed for the ac-
cIommodation particularly of the small unit
families, Rental home groups in 16 metro-
politan districts, and in 51 country towns
are being built by the Commission. I now
want to refer to the building programme
and how far the Commission and the Gov-
ernment have been able to fulfil their hopes
in this respect. With the evidence of ris-
ing costs in many directions, and with the
probability of a 40-hour -week which be-
came apparent at the end of last year, con-
sideration was k*iven to means by'which the
rate of building could be best maitained
and, if possible, improved, by which there
could be the bes-t possible use of ma-
terials and labour, and by which costs could
be kept as far as possible within the reach
of the income class who would be the main
occupants of rental homes.

The result was that a number of policies
were put in force. One was the building of
the small type of house consisting of a,
kitchen-sitting room and a bedroom with all
neceqssary sanitation, bathroom, laundry and
so on, but was so designed and constructed
that it could be'added to at a later date. Re-
garding the expansible houses now being
built under the rental homes scheme, when
the supply of materials and the labour posi-
tion become -easier, the Commission will re-
turn these hous~es to the builders for the
purpose of adding one or two rooms, so as
to accommodate a. normal small family. The
duplex homes scheme economises in costs
end is particularly suitable for the smaller
type of family.

Further, the Commission authorised a
limited programme of flat-building. Flat-
building is not looked upon as necessarily
desirable, especially the large type of flats,
but the building of flats of 8-12 units of ne-
cominodation is being undertaken and a con-
tract has been let for the first of these
flat-buildings. In addition to that, it was de-
eiried to encourage what are called owner-
builders or, as they are sometimes called,
self-help applicants. I refer to applicants
who are able to con tribute either by them-
selves or through their friends a certain
amount of labour and materials or could ob-
tain control of materials by being perhaps
near a spot mill in the country, and were
satisfied to start a small house. Those appli-
cants were -given encouragement because it

was felt they would make an important con-
tribution to the building programme in
addition to that of the professional building
class, the members of which cannot he ex-
panded to any great degree for a period of
time.

Mr. M1arshall: flow can self-help build-
ers make progress while you can restrict
them as far as materials are concerned?

The -MINISTER FOR HIOUSING: In
relation to the restrictions of materials, the
policy has been this year to lift them or to
remove them as far as possible. Restrictions
are of two -kinds. One is the necessity to
obtain a permit to build and the other one
a permit to obtain materials. The latter per-
mit has been abolished materially regard-
ing paint, bricks, timber and ertain classes
of nails during the last eight or nine months.
All materials produced locally are not now
controlled in the way of distribution or pur-
chase except some naestos products, and
one or two items such as baths, which other-
wise are mainly supplied from the Eastern
States.

Regarding Eastern States supplies, con-
trols are still necessary for baths, piping
and sanitary ware, because supplies from
that area are still exceedingly short of re--
quirements and are also subject to interrup-
tion from various shipping and other caus&-.
Therefore, as far as possible, controls oif
locally produced building materials have
been almost entirely released and the owner-
builder 1an therefore go out and buy him-
self, without any permit, all the bricks,
timber, cement, paint and so on that he can
get.

Hon. A- R. G. Hawke: "All the cement"
is funny.

The 'MINISTER FOR HOUSING: "All
the cemnent" is not funny. I am glad to say
that last month, 'November, was a record for
all time for the production of cement in this
State.

Hon. A. R. 0. Ilawke: The Minister has
been trying for weeks to get me a small
quantity of cement for house-4 being built
for farmers at -Cunderdin-

The MINISTER FOR flOU~hNG: I am
not going to deny that the cement position
is not all that it should be, T have
had a special inquiry made by the building
materials division of the Department of
Industrial Development and I have had a
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report on the present and anticipated cc-
went requirements ever the next two or
three years, and also the anticipated produc-
tion. The company has ordered and expects
to receive next year, additional plant which
will enable it to step up its production on at
fairly considerable scale, but I want mem-
bers to understand that it will be the second
half of next year, that is, in six or seven
months' time, before the new plant can in-
crease the cement p~roduction. In the mean-
time, it is also to the credit of the company
and its workmen that the supply has been
steadily improving, and that last month was
the highest production that the company
has put out since the war and in fact, .I
think, at any time, 8So, what can be done is
being done.

In addition, there was established this
year a division of the Department of In-
dustrial Development, referred to by the
Minister a night or two ago, which is charged
-with the speoial dutky of expanding produc-
tion of building materials, as far as can be
done; meeting bottle-necks and also trying
to assist regarding goods which we mainly
import from the Eastern States and respect-
ing which we might increase our production
here to supplement what we import from the
Easternt States.

Mr. May: You should not overlook the
flooring position.

The MINISTER FOR IIOUSIN\G: The!
flooring position is not all it should be, but
the timber supplies are %howing an increase.
The industry had a blow by the destruction
by fire of the Jardee timber mill, but the
new Quinninup mill with a capacity of 50
loads will be in production shortly. The
necessary machinery has alread>y been turned
over to it. The Jardec mill has been re-
constructed and is commencing production
again next January. The Government has
undertaken to give a subsidy to one of the
timber companies to constrct additional
kilns for the drying of boards and that work
is niow going forward. It is hoped that by
the middle of nest year new drying kilns,
which will produce seasoned hoards on a
scale that will make an appreciable differ-
ence to the supply of Eooring boards, will
he in oIperation.

Mr. Marshall: Do I understand that a
person can buy any quantity of bricks and
material of a wooden character without any
permit?'1

The MIINISTER FOR HOUSING: This
question requires a little explanation. A
person can go to a timber or brick merchant
and say, "I want bricks or timber," and he
need have no permit from the building mate-
rials division or the State Housing Conamis-
sion to buy those materials. But the manu-
facturner mnay say to him, "I amn sorry I
have not the supplies on hand at present,"
because under arrangements made by the
State Housing Commission the briek manu-
facturers and the timber merchants appro-
priate a sufficient volume of their produc-
tion to ensure that there will he materials
for houses for which the 11ou sing Commis-
sion issues permits. In other words, if the
Housing Commission issues over 3,000 per-
mits for the construction of houses, then
the manufacturers ensure that theme will
be sufficient materials to meet those permit
requirements from time to time as becomes
necessary and any other material they have
can he bought by the ordinary public or
anybody else without any permit at all.

Mr. Fox: If they have a permit they are
very luecy if they get the materials,

The'MINISTER FOR HOUSING: That
may be so.

Mr. Fox: I know it is so.

The 'MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I will
have a word on that in a moment. It would
be easy to terminate controls over building
materials and the Government and the Coin-
mission have sought the advice of the Insti-
tute of Architects, organisations of builders
and all others who are ahle to express an
informed opinion, and they are not con-
vinceed that these controls could he lifted
much further at present withoat some dis-
location in supplies. I hope that before
long we jha)l be able to terminate the neces-
sity for a permit for homnes. up to a certain
size or cost, but I wish to ensure that this
shall not be at the expense of the people
most in need of homes and to the advantage
of people who have plenty of money and
influence to build homes that they do not
need nearly as much as other people do.

Ilon. A. R. G. Hlawke: Farmers with per-
mits to build cannot get cement.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: We
had an hon. member who about this time of
the year used to sing a song called "Wheat,"
and I expect that the ho~n. member will soon
be singing one about cement. However, I
shall look into the cement position from
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that aspect. Instead of saying that anyone
may build as he pleases, which would in-
clude beach, holiday and luxury houses, the
Commission has said that with regard to the
smaller type of house, particularly in the
ease of owner-builders, it will liberalise the
terms to a very great degree. Those are
people who can go to a spot mill and who
have a friend who is a builder or contrac-
tor or relatives to hell) them. They can get
materials; they do not need a permit for
materials.

Let mec give the figures for owner-builders.
In 1946-47 the annual building rate of
owner-builders was 167 houses. Following
the Commission's policy of liberalisation,
the annual building rate of owiner-builders
15 months later had risen to 638, and the
owner-builders were contributing nearly 20
per rent. of the total building programme
or' the State. I arranged that the statisUi-
eian's figures should include houses erected
by owner-builders. This had not been done
pre~viously, for some reason in statistical
procedure, but returns are now based on
houses built by contract, day labour and
owner-builders under permits from the Com-
mission. I do not propose to quote all the
figures, but in 1946-47 the annual building
rate, including houses erected by owner-
builders, was 2,120. For the year 1947-48
it had risen to' 2,923, and in the September
quarter of this year, the rate had risen to
3,478.

Mr. Marshall: Do you think that basis of
three months is a fair one?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: It is
not. The figure of 3,478 as being the build-
iug rate of commencements and completions
for the quarter must be accepted with a cer-
tain amount of caution. Stkitisties show that
September is the highest quarter of the
year. In other quarters, holidays etc., bring
down the buildingrate. At 3,478, however,
we reached a peak well in advance of any
rate shown before.

Mr. Marshall: When you say ''building

rate,'' what is that based on?

The Mrfl"STER FOR HOUSING: It iV
the mepan between commencement and com-
pletion. A rate that takes into account
houses commenced and houses finished is
a reliable one. In the current financial
year, the Commission hopes that 3,400
houses wvill be built, including those erected

by owner-builder,. That number covers
rental homes, war service homes and homes;
built by people building privately.

Mr. Marshall: How does the rate of
building compare with the rate of applica-
tions?

The MI1NISTER FOR HOUSING: The
rate of applications continues to he con-
siderable. There are about 8,900 applica-
tions for rental homnes and something like
15,000 for all types of homes, but sonic of
the applications are duplicated and tripli-
cated, because people have applied under
two or three headings. A further check
is about to be made because a recent cheek
of 10 applicants showed that five had left
the addresses they had when they applied
for hiouse.% and had not taken the trouble
to Jotity the C7ommiission where they had
gone. 1 am sure we shall find that the
total number of ap~plicatiofls will have to
be reduced by a fair Proportion of people,
who meanwhile have received aceommnoda-
tion to their reasonable satisfaction.

Mr. Marshall: I suppose those anomalies
have occurred for years

The MINISTER FOR HOU7SING: Yes.
There are manny facts regarding the Hous-
ing Commission to which I should have
liked to refer had there been more time,
but I shall just add a few wvords after giv-
ing figures to show that there has been a
steady appreciation in number and that we
now, hope that 3,400 houses will be built
in the present financial year as compared
with 2,200, which wa the average buildin~g
rate pvc-war. The cenisus showed that be-
tween 1933 and 1947 the population of the
metropolitan area increased by 66,000
whereas the population of the rural dis-
tricts remained stationary. The result has
been that the pressure for houses in the
metropolitan area has been very nunch
greater than in the rural districts. For
the information of country members I
should like to say that, in taking out the
figures of pending applications, I found
that houses allocated to the country con-
stituted a larger proportion of pending ap-
plications than was the case in the metro-
politan area. There is a desire on the part
of the Commission to place emphasis on
country housing, and the Comimonwealth
bas informed us that, with regard to rental
homes, it is thoroughly in accord with that
Policy.
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Mr. Leslie: You will have to give some Hon. A. H. Panton: What do you mean
consideratiou to the country because tem-
porary expedients there are not possible
as they aie in the metropolitan area.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: That
is so. Taking the year 1938-39 as a base
of 100, cement production had risen in Sep-
tember last to 119 per cent., bricks 105 per
cent., tiles 186 per cent., fibrous plaster
sheets 174 per cent., and asbestos cement
sheets 344 per cent. I have been told that
the figures compare creditably with those
of other States; in fact members may have
noticed that last week some brick manu-
facturers from South Australia visited us
to inquire into the methods employed to
bring brick production up to the present
figures.

I feel that members of the Housing Com-
mission and its officers have rendered very
devoted service to the department, which
is a very wearying one. I know that a
number of officers have been absent owing
to ill-health and nervous breakdowns-

Mr. Marshall: I should think they would.

The 'MINISTER FOR HOUSING: -and
I think this is due to a knowledge that so
many people need houses and to the at-
tempts to supply them being a source of
no small worry, not only to the applicants,
but also to those responsible f or speeding
up the housing programme. The antici-
pated expenditure on housing for the cur-
rent financial year is £4,000,000; on indus-
trial products £820,000; on governmental
£000,000, and in all other directions includ-
ing repairs £C1,300,000, a total of something
like E6,500t,000. Any quwstions that luem-
hers may have to ask will be answered to
the best of my ability.

HON. A. A. M. COVERLEY (Kimber-
(2.581: I do not intend to delay the Com-
mittee long on these Estimates. I entirely
agree with the latter portion of the Minis-
ter's statement when he referred to the
Housing Commission, the onerous job it
has to do and the good work it has accom-
plished. I wish to refer to the remarks of
the Minister that priority is being given to
country permits for building. I heartily
endorse that policy. When the Premier wats
travelling through the North-West, ho gave
the people to understand that priority
would be given to building in the North.

by prioity?

Hon. A. A. INT. COVERLEY: The sting
was in the tail of the promise when be told
the people of the North that, if they could
find a contractor, they would get a priority
for building purposes. That sounded quite
all right in theory, but it has not worked
out quite so well in practice. The situa-
tion is becoming worse insofar as, through
unforeseen circumstances there has been a
c-hange in that the Licensing Bench has been
more severe on publicans' general license
holders throughout"the North during the
last couple of years. Permits have been
extended for three months onl. Within the
last fortnight, the court sat in Derby and
gave the two publicans there to understand
that unless they produced plans and speci-
fications and were prepared to undertake'
building within three months, the licenses
would not be renewed. I aqi not trying to
assert that there should not lie some im-
provement to the buildinigs. The publicans
themselves agree as to the necessity for
such improvements. There has been some
delay on account of the uncertainty as to
the shifting of the township but there has
been an understanding with the Premier
that nothing will be done in that direction
for four or five years.

The Premier: More than that. It will
be long enough for them to go on with their
building.

Hon. A. A. M4. COVERLEY: I am not
satiified that they will be ready to con-
tinue with their buildings. There is the
matter of the transfer of the township of
Hall's Creek. Many people are very anxious
to read of the gazettal of the new town-
ship so that they can shift their buildings
to that site.

I want to know whether the Minister is
prepared to promise that those people wvill
receive a priority permit for building. They
are not worried about artisans. In that
connection they will make arrangements for
themselves if they can secure a definite pro-
mise of priority for a building permit. I
do not think it is too much to ask the Gov-
ernment to give that priority. Those
people are not going to get a permit to buy
materials, and pay shipping freights and
handling charges, and then leave the ma-
terials lying idle for the white ants to eat.
They will not order until everything is ready
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for them to proceed. I ask for an assur-
ance that they will be given priority, with-
out any tags attached. it would clear the
atmosphere a good deal if they could have
that assurance.

EON. 3. T. TONKIN (North-East Fre-
wantle) [3.31: There are several matters
with which I am not satisfied. Duiring the
election campaign the Glovernment made a
promise that it would (10 wonders for two
and three-unit families. Nothing was done
for many mnqnths, and then it was decided
that, so far as permits to build were con-
cerned, ballots would be held. When the
first ballot was taken, no intimation was
given publicly that such a procedure -was
contemplated; and from correspondence
which I have here, it -would appear that
there were only 80 odd applicants for the
40 permits available.

One of the applicants happened to be an
ex-Servieernan who had remained in the
army for two year-, after hostilities had
ceased and wished to have a home in which
to house himself and his wife and a relative.
This man was informed that his application
had been in the first ballot bitt was unsuc-
cessful. Subsequently a second ballot was
held. This timie there were 478 applications
for 70 permits, because people had become
aware that permits were to be granted to
two and three-unit families.

Whereas in the first ballot this man's
chance was one in two, subsequently it-was
one in six. Even though a person's applica-
tion had been submitted for only an hour or
so, irrespective of the degree of hardship,
that application was included in the ballot.*
Under this system it is possible that a mail
whose application was lodged in 1946 or
1947 will not get a permit till 1957, whereas
those whose applications have been in for
only a few minutes will succeed immediately
upon the ballot being taken. I do not know
that that policy has much to recommend it.

I understand that this applies not only to
the granting of these permits but also to the
granting of rental homes for two and three-
unit families. On the 30th November I
asked some questions of the Minister. I
wanted to know how many applicants -would
be included in the first ballot for rental
homes, because at that time no ballot had
been held. The answer to the question was

2,150. 1 further asked whether all appli-
cants were to be included irrespective of the
date of lodgment of the applications. The
answer was that the ballot would tuclude all
applications received up till noon on the
25th November.

So although there 'were more than 2,000
applications, it was quite possible for those
who had lodged theirs the day before or the
same day of the ballot to succeed; whereas
those who had lodged their applications many
months previously would be uusuccessful, no
notic being taken of the living conditions or
the degree of hardship. What has that policy
to comumend it? I do not consider it fair
in any degree. I can understand why, in
regard to the first ballot, when people were
not told there was going to be one, all appli-
cations were included, but when it became
known that permits were to be issued in this
way, I do not think that persons who just
lately forwarded applications should have
been Ale to rank equally with those who
had had their applications in for a very long
time, especially as there might have been a
big difference in the degree of hardship in
the families concerned.

For this ballot for rental homes, when
there were over 2,000 applicants, only 10
homes were being allotted. So it was just a
token gesture on the part of the Commission.
It would have been far better to have had a
look at the list of applicants and had some
regard to the length of time the applications
had been lodged and the degree of hardship
being experienced. That is supposed to be
the policy with regard to applications from
families larger than two or three units. So
what justification is there for adopting this
method of balloting which places all appli-
cants, in the same position irrespective of the
date of lodgmcnt of application? lIt is quite
possible that some persons who never had a
case at all the day before a ballot was to be
taken might submit an application and be
successful over the head of somebody whose
application had been in for years. That

sotof thing can only result in widespread
dissatisfaction. If the Government at-
tempted the same thing with regard to
larger families, there would be an uproar.

The Minister for Housing: That is what
the New South Wales Government does.

Huon, 3. T. TONKIN: Is there not un up-
roar about it?
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The Minister for Housing: No; they
would not have anything else, they Lold mec.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: A ballot for the
whole lot, irrespective of the date of lodg-
ment, and the hardship of the persons con-
cernedI

The Minister for Housing: They make
some segregation of categories; insidae that,
they ballot.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: That is different.
Once you start to make a segregation of
categories, you have some regard for the
degree of hardship.

The 'Minister for Housing: Not a wide
segregation, but some segregation; as, I
will explain, is made here.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Is no regard given
to the length of time people have been wait-
ing?

The Minister for Housing: I cannot say.
There is a basis of segregation.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: That makes all
the difference, as the 'Minister will appreci-
ate,

The Minister for Housing: They use the
ballot system extensively there.

Ron. J. T. TONKIN: With regard to the
ballot system here, it is no use saying there
is segregation, because the Minister's
answers to my questions indicate that every
applicant is included in a ballot.

The Minister for Housing: I will tell you
something about that.

Hon. J. T. TQNKIN: I know what the
Minister will tell me. He will tell me that
after a ballot has been held, and when cer-
tain persons have been successful, their cir-
cumstances will be investigated to see what
is the degree of hardship.

The Minister for Housing: They are ex-
amined to see whether they are suitable
cases.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Perhaps the Min-
ister will explain what happens if some of
these persons who have been successful in
the ballot are not regarded as suitable cases.
Is another ballot held, or is somebody picked
out of the list?

The Minister for Housing: I will explain
that in my reply.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: It needs some ex-
planation.

The M1inister for Housing: It is quite
capable of explanation.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: There should he
one system or the other. If there is to be
a- ballot with nothing else taken into *eon-
sideration people should ha told so. If Mhere
is not to he a ballot and the deg-ree of hard-
Ahip is to be considered, they should ha in-
formed. But this method which b, being
adopted at present gives satisfaction to
very few people, so far as I can see.

Mr. Leslie., What about segregation prior
to the ballobi

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: 'That is what
appeals to me. When categories are decided
upon, homes available for balloting can be
allotted and there would be some degree of
equality. But to place a person whose
application was lodged a few hours before
the ballot on the same basis as a man who
has been Waiting for months, and possibly
years, seems to me to be a very unfair
method of providing houses and can only
result in a great deal of unfairness when
luck plays such a big part. It is a poor re-
compense to a man who has been away for
years with the Forces and who elects to re-
main in the Forces for a year or two after
the cessation of hostilities thereby losing his
chances of lodging an early application, to
be told that no matter when he lodges it
he has to take his chance in a lottery with
all the ~applicants even though there might
be a sufficient number t0 keep the balloting
system going for years and years. The posi-
tion becomes hopeless.

Some system \vhereby people whose appli-
cations have been endorsed for 12 months
or two years would be assured of a hbuse
before further applications were considered
would give more satisfaction than the pre-
sent method. I hope the Minister will see
whether some alteration can be made. I
find it extremely difficult to reconcile some
of the figures I see from lime to time with
regard to the number of applications, dwel-
lings allotted, and so on. Quite often we
are told by persons whose applications have
been in for years that they are still on the

N.1 priority but can get no further. I
am speaking now of the two and three unit
families. Yet we hear of people whose
applications have not been in for very long,
and whose hardship is not so great, get-
ting houses.

3483
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I have not been able to discover the rea-
son for this, but there must be some ex-
planation. I know.it occasions considerable
dissatisfaction when these things happen.
However, I do not know sufficient about the
matter to be able to suggest an explana-
tion. I do say, however, that I have every
faith in the officers of the Commission. I
believe they do their job conscientiously and
well. Their task is difficult and they are
besieged every day by persons seeking
homes, but it is apparent that in certain
cases people get homes out of their turn.
I rose to ventilate the position with regard
to two and three unit families in particu-
Jar, and to show that there is nothing much
of which to be proud when ten houses are
being made available in' a ballot in which
there are 200 applicants; and there is no
indication when the second ballot is likely
to be held. That will Dot make for very
great progress in this connection.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [3.18]: 1
wish to make one or two observations, parti-
cularly with regard to buildings constructed
of secondhand materials. The member for
K~algoorlie and I last year had an undertak-
ing from the Premier-be was Minister for
Housing at the time-that there would be
little hindrance to Goldfields people who de-
sired to shiift their homes to some other
Goldields town or to the su~urbs of the
city. I find, however, that that is not so,
but that there is a great deal of hindrance
in regard to the issue of permits to recon-
struct these premises. I have had to inter-
vene on one or two occasions to get permits.

Hon. A. H. Pauton: Did you get them?
Mr. MARSHALL: Ultimately. It was

afte'r some months in one case.
Hon. A. H. Panton: That is more than

I have been able to do.
Mr. MARSHALL: I am dealing with

the position as it affects secondhand mate-
rial. A Person demolished his home in Wil-
una and wanted to shift it to Geraldton.
After three months, be got in touch with
me. I was visiting Wiluna at the time.

Mr. Yates: How long ago was that9
'.r. MARSHALL: The Minister knows.

I wired him, and he adjusted the matter.
Mr. Yates: The position is much easier

now.
Mr. MARSHALL: Yes. The present

Minister fixed it up. I have a lot of re-

spect for the officers of the department, but
I feel that some of the undersirappers are
using authority they have not got; and by
so doing they undermine theprestige of the
department and bring about a state of chaos
and dissatisfaction so far as the public is
concerned. The Minister should say straight
out to these individuals that there is to be
no interference. People today are finding
conditions almost intolerable. I have a case
in mind of people who approached the Perth
City Council, which has something to say
in regard to buildings, with an application
for the erection of a home. It seems that
the City Council has made the building of
a home impracticable unless a plan drawn
by an architect and set down on a blue
print, can be submitted.

Mr. Read: Nothing of the kind.

Mr. MARSHALL: The hon. meznbei does
not want to jump to conclusions. If he
does not believe what I say, he can visit
these people in Malcolm-street, and they
will, if he is a city couneillor, tear him to
pieces. They are having the experience
now. They submitted a rough plan of the
building, and it was rejected. They were
told that they would have to get a plan,
and the only medium through which they
could get it was an architect. So they went
to a firm of architects and were told that
the firm could draw the plan all right ac-
cording to the ideas of the people who were
intending to build. When they asked the
price, they were told that it generally
worked out at about 3 per cent, of the total
value of the home. As a wood and asbestos
home costs today about £1,500, these people
will have to pay about £40 for plans to
submit to the City Council. In other words,
the plans will probably cost more than the
land.

Members can see where we ore getting
with these restrictions. These same people
applied to the Public Works Department
to have water laid on. The department said,
"Have you got the plans?" They replied,
"Not yet, hut we are submitting them." They
were then told, "You cannot get any water
until you get the plans." We are living in
a great period! Everywhere we go we find
restrictions placed on the people! I have
no objection to the Perth City Council, or
any other local authority, having some con-
trol over the erection of proposed build-
ing-s, but they should administer their
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authority with discretion. It is a pity there
is not someone on the Perth City Council
with the same ideas as I have. We would
not then have these troubles.

Hon. A. HI. Panton: We shall run you
for Mfounit-street.

11r. Mann: Self-assurance!

Mr. MARSHALL: It is all right for some
people, especially like the member for Bev-
erley, who has a farm and a lovely home
with all the comforts and luxuries thast a
home can contain.

Hon. A. H. Panton: He does not want
the "Marshall Plan."

Mr. 'MARSHALL: No matter how these
people endeavour to house themselves,
trouble of some sort bobs up so that their
efforts are frustrated.

Mr. Yates: Send them to South Perth!

Mr. MNARSHALL: Those who jeer at my
remarks would not be prepared to express
the same views on a public platform. They
can do it here where they are hidden from
the wrath of the public. I personally know
one man who shifted his home from Wiluna.
Seemingly he got a permit to erect a home,
with his own material-not one solitary
scrap was required from anybody-at, let
us say for argument's sake-Goosebeiry
Hill. He finished uip by erecting it, but
in the re-erection the home was built
contrary to some bylaw or law, because the
floor space was greater than that permitted
by the State Housing Commission, and the
owner was prosecuted.

Mr. Yates: That is fair enough.

Mr. MARSHALL: floes the ban. member
think it is fair?

Mr. Yates: Yes.

Mr. MARSHALL: It will not he long be-
fore we shall experience the greatest period
of slums that the State has ever seen. There
is no hope of overtaking the housing posi-
tion because, if the Commonwealth Govern-
ment is going to bring fl,000 to 15,000
people into the country annually, where are
they to be housed? The homes being built
to the present restricted sizes will be shu-r
Slums aitimately.

Mr. Yates: They are Dot that bad.

Mr. 'MARSHALL: These buildings have
nine-foot ceilings and eight-foot by ten-foot
rooms. What a wonderful mess it wvill be

in a year or two! What a great city we
shall ultimately have! I take strong excep-
tion to the importation of migrants to the
exclusion of the Australian. I notice that
some of our land agents are now expressly
catering for the new arrivals and stipulating
it in the Press. Here is an advertisement,
one of several, which appeared in "The
West Australian"' of the 22nd October last,
"For new arrivals requiring a home." Then
it sets out the description of the place. So,
the poor old Australian can go homeless or
have these little cribs that are called homes,
while we bring in new people who will, pre-
ferably if the agents have their way, get
homes before them. Imagine this State
trying to absorb 5,000 or 6,1000 families a
year when we cannot house the people we
now have. We cannot even keep pace with
the buildings required for our own people.

Reverting to the case at Gooseberry Hill,
this person built his ]tome according to the
material he had, and the State Housing
Commission could have been better occupied
looking after people's wants than prosecut-
ing under such circumstances. I have a
cutting here from "The Daily News" dated
the 10th November, 1948, and the heading is
"Permit Exceeded." What a tragedy that
a man should try to do ;omething better
for himself! What was he to do with the
extra material? Let the white ants, eat it-7
The cutting states-

A matt who was given a-permit to re-oreet
a house at G4ooseberry Hill built the house
at Ralamunda, exceeding the floor space and
cost allowed.-

In Perth Police Court today the man was
fined £50.

He was Richard Alan Sargent, of Robins-
road, Kalamunda. He admitted the offence.

Counsel for the Housing Commission said
that in November, 1947, Sargent was granted
a permit to re-erect a timber cottage from
Wiluna at Gooseberry Hill.

Sargent erected the house at Kalamunda
without having his permit altered.

He also exceeded his allowed cost by about
£300 and the floor apace by more than 1,100
square feet.

Sargent said that no extra controlled
material was used.
What was he going to do with the extra
material 9

The Minister for Housing:; He used extra
timber and extra bricks.

Mr. MARSHALL: Last session the Pre-
mier gave the member for Kalgoorlie and
myself an undertaking that there would he
no interference with this type 0 f work.
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The Minister for Housing: This man must Mr. MARSHALL: I think this Govern-
have used new materials.

Mr. 31AISHALL: I do not know what
he (lid but that is the case as stated. I know
the man, although I have not seen him for
some time; he was a business man in
Wilua. I have strong objection to these
skimpy little homes although I know the
necessity for them and I know what the
ultimate end will be. 'Members should go
out and have a look at them. They can
be nothing else but slums in the course of
time. While they are clean and new they
are not too bad but what encouragement are
they to have a family of any size? What
encouragement is it for a woman to have a
family when she is occupying one of these
crilui, the floor space of which could hardly
be used to swing the proverbial cat without
hitting the *alls? What will be the posi-
tion if there are two children of mixed
sexes? What will happen when they are
developed?

Mr. Leslie: Pretty good to have mixed
sexes with two!

MNr. MNARSHALL: I agree that there is
sonme necessity under the circumstances to
erect houses of this size especially when we
are endevauring to catch up with the de-
mand and in order that we can provide de-
cent homes for Australians. Yet we are
bringing migrants into the country to dis-
place our people.-

The Premier: Who are ''we''?

Mr. MARSHALL: "We'' meaning the
Parliament.

The Premier: We are not bringing any
in.

Mr. MARSHALL: I do not know that
any emphatic protest was lodged against
it. However, there are many migrants who
could be well left in their awn countries.
Many of them are useless to Australia be-
cause so many come out here and squat in
the city and start to suck from the time
they arrive. What value are they to a
country that requires development? I will
admit there are good types of foreigners
who will go out to industries and work.
With that type I have no complaint, but
when we see an aeroplane loaded with 50
Jews coming into the country, it is not
right.

Mr. Leslie: Tell Mr. Calwell.

ment should enter a protest because it is
in an invidious position having to find
homes for Australians while side by side
we are being frustrated by the migration
policy. Under certain circumstances I have
no objection to migrants being brought into
Australia but the standard of Australians
generally will be materially reduced unless
there is some alteration to the present
policy.

It has been the practice to give pub-
licit to the fact that certain building
materials have been decontrolled but not-
withstanding these statements people still
have to get permits and; if a person does
get a permit, then it is a restricted one.
We might just as well control qis decontrol
the materials and restrict them. I suppose
the idea is to lead the people to believe
there has been a great improvement in the
situation since the Labour Government left
office, but the people are no better off.
When people read in the paper that certain
materials hate been decontrolled and they
apply to the Housing Commission, they are
told they must get a permit before they can
use the material. That is deceptive in a
way and I would rather the Government be
honest with the public and tell them the
whole truth about it. I realise the position
the Government is in and every Govern-
ment in the world is in the same straits.
If we were able to get an ample quantity
of building materials-and no doubt this
State will catch up with the leeway-we
would not have sufficient labour to cope
with them. We would still have to apply
restrictions to make provisions under this
means system in order to bring about satis-
faction.

'People are happy to get homes under
the circumstances but if they were given
economic security and women were sure of
their incomes they would not look at these
cottages. The woman has no say in the de-
sign of the house and is compelled to bow
to regimentation. She has no choice what-
ever. This Government is not responsible
for that any more than its predecessor was,
and I object to bringing foreigners of a
useless character into this country and jamb-
in out the Australians who are entitled
to first preference for homes. If ageuts
have their way it looks as if Australians
will be shoved aside and migrants given
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preference. That is not right when men
have fought for this country.

I would like the Premier, or the Minister,
to maintain the assurance that where
people have their own materials they
should be permitted to use them. Surely to
God it is better to put the material into a
home than to throw it around the yard and
let the white ants eat it! All it will be
doing is housing somebody and giving that
person a decent home and a spacious one.
We all Eike decent homes and we have no
right to deny anybody else who wants one.
If the man I referred to had been calling
on the limited supply of materials then I
would have said that he was not justified.
However, this man had all the materials
required and surely he should not have
been restriet in the same way as a. per-
son wishing to use all new materials.

3M. MANN (Beverley) [3.40]: My main
point on housing is in regard to country
towns and the housing of moad board em-
ployees. Last year and this year a consider-
able number of trucks have been carting
wheat on our country roads and these roads
are getting in a bad state of repair. However,
in view of the housing position it is not pos-
sible to get men to stay in the country to
repair and renew our country roads. Why
should a man be compelled to keep two
homes going, one in the metropolitan area
and one in the country? In Beverley alone
we could do with six houses for road board
employees and that state of affairs applies
to the whole of my electorate. Providing
homes for these people will not mean that
the houses will only be used temporarily
because our roads are in such a state of dis-
repair that it will be many years before they
are brought up to the mark.

Mr. Marshall: Have not local authorities
power to build homes under the recent
Act?

Mr. MIANN: They still have to get a
permit. I do not think we would be any
worse off if wve cast permits aside and
let the supply and demand even things out.
We could relax permits for 12 months to
test the position and I am quite sure that
more material would be produced and more
building would take place. I cannot see a
speculator building houses nowv. The cost
of building is too high and there is a pos-
sibility that in 5 or 10 years' time there

will be a slump in the trade and these
people would be left high and dry. Al] we
have is control, control and control. The
member for Murchison is quite right when
he said that if there is ever a control-ridden
country today it is Australia. And where
are we getting with it? We have control
on ears, trucks, houses and, in fact, the
whole of our body and soul is controlled.

Mr. Hoar: The working man would be
worse off without controls.

Air. M.ANN: The, working man would
not be any worse off than anybody else.
The majority of workers today are in
a better position than they have ever been
before. They have better rates of pay and
many of them are receiving margins which
they never had before.

Mr. Hoar: Take away permits and eei
what happens.

Mr. MANN: I think it would be better to
try that scheme for a time.

Mr. Fox: Of course it would not.

Mir. MANN: My friends on the other side
would eon'trol everything in this country if
they had their way.

Hon. A. H. Penton: That is what your
Government is doing. They are taking your
wheat and controlling it.

Air. Fox: They control the railways, too.

Air. MANY: One of the most important
jobs today is the reconstruction of our
roads. With the haulage of wheat they
are becoming worse and worse and our rail-
ways are no better off. Daring recent years
the position of the railways has become
hopeless. I do not intend to say how good
the farmer and the country people are, but
we will be forced to reduce production un-
less decent houses and proper cartage facili-
ties for their products are provided. Why
should a man in Perth who is prepared to
go to the country and work on roads, be
compelled to keep two homes going?~ He
will not do it. The costs are too grat.
Road board rates have increased compared
with what they were previously, and we
axe doing our share there. The provision
of housing is an essential, and I hope the
Minister will take notice of what I have
said. The policy of all Governments has
favoured the city as against the country.
The Minister himself admitted this after-
noon that a greater number of houses have
been built in the city in proportion to those
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erected in the country. All Governments
tend to neglect the rural areas, and I
charge the present Government, which is
supposed to be half Liberal and half Coun-
try Party, with adopting that policy.

Mfr. Hegney: That is one phase of the
policy that split the Government in Vic-
toria.

Mr. MANN: Is that so?
lon. A. H. Panton: You ask Dunstan!

Mir. MANN: We bear a lot of talk about
aecentralisation, but I am afraid the pre-
sent Government is engaged in as much
centralistrtion as the Labour~ Government
was.

Hon. A. H. Panton: It is twice as bad!

Mr. MANN: I trust the 'Minister will
give me some assurance that the policy will
be to enable road boards to secure the
necessary permission to provide accommo-
dation for their employees. I hope too, he
will give instructions to the Housing Com-
mission to increase the proportion of
houses for the country areas.

Hon. A. A. Al. Coverley: It is a pity you
did not hold those views when you voted to
deprive th North-West of one of its mem-
bers.

The Premier: This is getting a long way
from the Vote, 'Mr. Chairman!

'Mr. MANN: Dea 'ling with the Vote, I
can assure the Committee that in no coun-
try town in this State is there to be found
a vacant house.

Hion. A. H. Penton: There is no neces-
sity to go to the country to learn that.
There is no vacant house in Perth.

Mr. Fox: Anyhow, what are the members
for the districts concerned doing?

Mr. MANN: The member for Beverley
is modest and does not try to force mat-
ters.

Mr. Smith: You should be a man!

Mr. MANN: I am sure the Minister has
agreat load of responsibility to carry.
Hon. A. H. Penton: You will have a No.

1 priority.

Mr. M1ANN: I desire to pay a tribute to
the Housing Commission, which has done

awonderful job.
Mr. Hegney: Did you refer to the Elec-

toral Commission?7

Mr. MANN: No, to the Housing Com-
mission. -Now that the Commission is
housed in its new premises, I trust even
better work will be carried out. Inciden-
tally, I was rather disappointed at the re-
sults of the Royal Commission on Housing.
One of the worst features.is that some of
the officers were charged with dishonesty
and corruption, and they are still undem
that cloud. My experience of the staff of
the Commission is that it represents a body
of honest men who are doing a remarkably
good job. Many of the senior men have a
heavy load of responsibility to carry, and
the State is indeed fortunate in the good
work that has been carried out. I trust
that the Minister when he replies will give
some further information regarding the
points I have raised. 4

r)

MR. YATES (Canning) [3.50]: 1 desire
to stress the position of three-unit families.
During the past two years, great difficulty
has been experienced in securing homes for
that section of the community. I do not
refer to the unit consisting of a husband,
wife and one child, but rather to the widow
who has two children. She has a most
difficult task in maintaining her home and
is obliged to seek employment to assist
in maintaining and educating her. children.
Such women are indeed greatly handi-
capped. The married wvoman at least has
her husband to lean upon in times of stress,
but the widow has no-one to turn to. The
position of thbe widow with two children is
more urgent than that of four-unit families.
Unfortunately, the Housing Commission
does not classify them other than as a
three-unit family and it is well known that
inspectors do not carry out inspections with
regard to applications from two-unit and
three-unit families, but only as regards four-
unit families and over.

Mr. Marshall: They inspect the others.

Mr. YATES: No, they do not.

Mr. Mfarshall: I have informattion to the
contrary.

Mr. YATES: I approached the Commis-
sion just recently and asked for an inspe-
tion in connection with an applieation that
bund been in for over 18 months. The appli-
cants had never seen an inspector. The reply
I received was that they did not inspect
such applications.
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Mr. Marshall: Then the policy must have
changed just recently.

Mr. YATES: In any case, that was what
I was told. Such inspections arc mad~ only
in special eases such as where a-member of
thc three-unit family is suffering from tuber-
culosis, infantile paralysis or some other
serious complaint. I suggest to the Minis-
ter that lie should take steps to place the
three-unit family consisting of a widow and
two children, in the four-unit category. In
some instances, the widow has only her pen-
sion to live on, because the children are too
young to leave and she cannot seek employ-
ment. In other 'instances, of course, the
children can be left with neighbours while
the mother is away at work; but even soI
the woman is hard put to it seeing that
when she returns home at night she is worn
out and has to turn around and attend to
the wants of her small family. I trust more
consideration wvill he shown in such in-
stances by the Housing Commission. If
that were done, it woul take a great ]oad
off the shoulders of quite a lot of women.
During the last few weeks, I have dealt with
five such cases and I am certain other mem-
hers have had similar experiences. The mem-
ber for Murchison referred to the Goose-
berry illI case, and I do not know that the
people concerned were harshly done by be-
cause they broke the regulations regarding
floor space.

The Minister for Housing; They would
be given the prescribed floor space set out
in the permit.

Mr. YATES: I think 17 squares is the
range, which provides for two bedrooms, a
living room, and kitchen and dining-room,
which is quite adequate for a four or five-
unit home.

Mr. Marshall: Why bother about that
when the people are merely re-erecting what
they have taken down?

Mr. YATES: In this case, the person
concerned broke the regulations because he
bought materials and made use of them
without permission. The moment the Hous-
ing Commission allowed that sort of thing,
hundreds of people would proffer requests
for a permit to build because they were ahle
to buy the materials necessary. The inten-
tion of Lhe Commission is to house the
greatest number of people possible. The
idea behind the self-help homes is that a

person will be allowed to provide a certain
amount of accommodation, to which addi-
tions can be made in the future. That will
mean making one more home available in
every five from the mere fact that three-
unit families can purchase their own homes
and secure permits froni the Housing Com-
mission.

Mr. Marshall: I do not think they should
be penalised because they demolish a home
in one place and want to re-erect it in
another.

Mr. YATES: Hut the trouble is that
people would see the building going up, and
that would cause a squeal.

Mr. Marshall: We need not bother about
that.I

Mr. YATES: But that is the position
under the Act at present. I would certainly
like to see more of the restrictions lifted
gnd additional squarage allowed for a
family that has increased in size, so that
an additional room could be added to the
home. Under the Act as it stands, that
privilege is denied large families. The re-
sult is that no such family can live com-
fortably in a State Housing Commission
home. As to lilting controls altogether, I
am afraid that, in the light of existing cir-
cumstances, that will not be possible for
a long time. Now that the Housing Com-
mission is accommodated in its new pala-
tial building, I am afraid that ,will still
longer delay the lifting of the restrictions.

The Commission's large staff is carrying
out excellent work and in their new sur-
roundings the officials should be much more
comfortably situated. They are keen on their
work and are certainly doing~a very fine job.
Equal courtesy is extended whether it be a.
member of Parliament or an ordinary citizen
that seeks assistance. They are to he congra-
tulated upon what they are doing in their
efforts to relieve the acut& husing situation
in the State. If those connected with the
building trade devoted as much time to their
work as do the staff of the State Mbusing
Commission, a good many more homes would
be built. I would like to see the time corns
when greater goodwill is apparent and there
is a greater desire for people to assist each
other. There is altogether too much squah-
biug now.

Mr. Reynolds: Even in the Police Force.
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Mr. YATES: And in Parliament. Here,
however, we overcome our difficulties by
discussion. The Minister in control of
housing matters has a very unenviable task,
andl personally receives many complaints,
over the telephone 'and otherwise, from per-
sons anxious to secure better treatment.
Members are beset by people, and the time
devoted to their business deprives us of
opportunities to deal with more important
work.

Mr. Heghey: It would not be due to cob-
webs, would it?

.1r. YATES: There may be one or two
still around, because all the spiders have
not yet been killed. I trust the Minister
will give consideration to the position of the
three-unit family consisting of a widow and
two children, with a view to placing them
in the four-unit category.

MR. HIEGNEY (Pilbara) [3.58]- Every-
one appreciates the difficulties confronting
the Government, the Minister and those
charged with the administration of the
Housing Commission. I desire to pay a
tribute to the Commission because it has
a most difficult task in trying to please
everyone. The member for Canning said
the inister was continually being contacted
by individuals and that private members
were also approatced by those who are
seeking homes. That emphasises the diffi-
culties, seeing that members of the Housing
Commission staff have to stand up to a
barrage of S0 members of Parliament. The
officers have to stand a barrage from semi-
public men also and are required to use uin-
limited tact and patience in their dealings
with members of Parliament ani others.
In my comparatively small experience of
the officers of the department, I have found
them to be attentive. They do their best
to administer the Act and carry out their
duties as impartially as possible. Members
of Parliamnent and public mnen not alive to
the difficulties under which civil servants
work are apt to criticise, so I think a word
of commendation in season is due to these
officers. I dio not propose to go into com-
parative figures over certain years, as that
has already been done on a number of occa-
sions by other members during this session.

I would 1ike the Minister, when replying,
to give some information with respect to
any development or progress that has taken

place in the negotiations between the Com-
monwealth Government and the State Gov-
erment on the question of allowing occu-
piers of rental homes to purchase the houses.
I understand there is a move to finalise these
arrangements and I should like the Minister
to give the Committee a few of the details.
I have a reason for making thin, request.
I am directly opposed to the view expressed
by a Federal Labour Minister, who is re-
ported to have said that men should not
own their homes. I believe that as many
workers as possible should own their homes.

Members: Hear, hear!
Mr. HEGNEY: If a man has an equity

in .his home, or owns it, he 'will become at-
tached to it and take far more interest in
it than he would if he were but a tenant.

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: He would have
a vote for the Legislative Council.

Mr. HEGNEY: But under present con-
ditions his wife would not. It will be gen-
erally agreed that a man who owns his home
will take far more interest in his family
and in his home surroundings than would
otherwise be the case. He would. make a
garden and improve his property. I have
noticed also that wheW a man owns his home
he prefers to stay there while not work-
ing. Too much importance cannot ,be
attached to that aspect. It will be said
that the ordinary worker at the present
time who is in receipt of the basic wage, or
in receipt of the basic wage and a small
margin, cannot now secure a home because
the cast is practically twice what it was
10 years ago. In round figures, a wood
and asbestos home of four rooms, with a
verandah, cost £000 or £700 12 years ago;
today it costs £1,300 or £1,400.

Twelve years ago a brick house cost £850;
its cost today would be close on £1,700.
The only redeeming feature about this in-
crease is that the rate of interest today is
4 per cent. compared with 8 or 0 per cent.
12 years ago. One other phase with which
I wish to deal is this:- We know that
houses are being constructed in districts
that have no roads. That cannot be avoided
in the early stages of opening up a new
district, but the absence of macadamised
roads and footpaths causes seritous incon-
venience to young married women. I do
not wish to particularise, but I know of
districts, such as South Belmpnt and Mt.
Hawthorn, that are still without roads. I
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am not suggesting that they can be eon-
structed overnight, as I am aware of the
prevailing difficulties. I would ask the
Minister to give consideration to this aspect,
because if the roads could be constructed,
tradespeople could visit the homes and so
save young married women from dragging
perambulators to the nearest shops in order
to obtain their supplies.

THE WNIBTER FOR HOUSING (Hon.
H. R. McDonald-West Perth-in reply)
[4.6]: I am indebted to members for their
examination of the Estimates of the Hous-
ing Commission and their comments on the
housing situation. The member for East
Perth some time ago asked me some ques-
tions regarding housing, to the first two
of which I replied. I deferred the answver
to the third question, which was, ''Could
I give the comparative costs of the eon-
struction' of a brick house by day labour
and byv contract'?" I asked for an officer
to be detailed from the Treasury orAudit
Department to examine this matter and he
assembled and examined a considerable
number of costings in connection with con-
tracts and day labour. He reported as
follows:-

As between ]louses of similar types (let
alone one type and another) costs are subject
to variation by any (or a combination of any)
of a number of influences, some of which are
set out hereunder-

(i) Variations in foundation require-
ments, including materials as well
as measurements.

(ii) Use of material cheaper or dearer
than specified owing to conditions
of supply.

(iii) Roofing materials used-Terra Cotta
or concrete tiles, or fibrous
material.

(iv) Fencing requirements.
(v) Weather conditions.

(vi) Basic and other wage adjustments
and altered conditions of employ-
ment as may Apply at the various
stages of completion of individual
houses.

(vii) Cost of materials at the various
stages wben absorbed into or pur-
chased for the dwelling.

(viii) Plumbing and sewerage requirements.
(ix) The time spread or time factor, e.g.,

identical houses commenced at the
same time, but at different stages
of completion at given dates, and
completed at different dates would
be subject to variations as in-
fluenced by fluctuating costs. It

.follows that houses commenced at
different times would be subject
to variations if different costs
applied at the different times of
construction.

It may be that the degree of
efficiency in management would
affect the time taken to erect a
house (this could apply to both
day ]abour and contract) and so
affect the cost. This aspcct, hlow-
ever, has no place in the informa-
tion this report endeavours to re-
cord.

Under the circumstances it is felt that there
are too many disturbing factors to enable a
figure to be quoted which for comparison
purposes could be called the average cost of
building a brick house.

I invited the officer concerned to talk with
various people who might assist him in the
matter, such as the Principal Architect,
who is in charge of the Government Day
Labour Building Department and the archi-
tect for the State Housing Commission, and
also representatives of builders' organisa-
tions in order to ascertain their views as
to what comparisons should be made.

Mr. Graham: floes it not seem extra-
ordinary that in fact day labour may have
been a cheaper method of budlding houses I

- The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Day
labour can build one house cheaper and
one dearer, because conditions vary so
much as relates to the construction of in-
dividual houses. I would like to state that
what happened in connection with day
labour is very simple. I believe our build-
ing tradesmen endeovour to do a good
job. A Victorian of some authority in the
building trade, who had examined building
conditions in our State, said he wished that
the same return was given in Victoria as
was given by the tradesmen of Western
Australia. What concerned the Govern-
ment was that, up to the end of June last,
the Government force of day labour build-
ing houses had shown a very substantial
increase, and that private contractors were
being depleted of tradesmen to such an
extent that their operations were hampered
and limited. Day labour only builds rental
homes, and those homes are for a limited
class.

Far more homes are being built by the
ordinary man who desires to build a house
for himself. He cannot go to the P.W.D.
day labour to get his house built; he must

go to a private builder. The stage was be-
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ig reached when we felt that a fair pro-
portion of the labour pool, especially in the
case of skilled tradesmen, was not being
allowed to the individual who desired-and,
in fact, was compelled-to build through
the employment of a private contractor.
So the numbers employed in the Day
Labour Department of the P.W.D. in build-
ing houses have been reduced, but not very
much. I think the number is probably even
larger now than when this Government as-
sumed office, but it has been reduced to
some extent to enable the ordinary man,
who cannot get a rental home, to have some
chance of getting a contractor to build his
house.

The Government feels that in a crisis all
agencies should be mobilised to meet it,
and therefore decided to draw on the flay
Labour Department of the P.W.D., which
had its organisation and had carried on
throughout the war. It therefore could
start from scratch and be able to render
important service. Now that the private
contractor building for the man who can-
not get a rental home is getting into his
stride, he is fulfilling an important need in
the building industry. We feel that that
section of the community is entitled to its
.share of building labour as much as any
other section.

Mr. Graham: The fact remains that the
aleeision of the Government has resulted in
a rise in the cost of building rental houses.

The MINISTER FOR H0TJSING: Not
at all.

Mr. Graham: The Government does not
know which is the cheaper-

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: It
knows that by and large the difference in
costs is not material one way, or the other.

Mir. Graham: It is a big decision to make
on a guess.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I do
not -regard it as a guess. If there were
any indications beyond doubt that there
was an important disparity between the
two classes of building, that would receive
immediate and careful attention. The build-
ing tradesman works as conscientiously for
a contractor as he does on day labour, in
return for the payment he'rcceivcs.

Mr. Rodoreda: What about the con-
tractor's profit?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: He
must get his profit.

Mr. Rodoreda: The same men do the
work.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
contractor has an important part to play
in the building programme.

Mr. Rodoreda: But his profit must be
an extra cost.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Like
any other agency in building houses1 the
people undertaking the superiutending and
administrative duties must get their wages,
but generally speaking-from what I have
learned as Minister for Housing-the costs
would not show any substantial variation
in favour of either system. Exact figures
would be extremely difficult to get, and
would prob~ably be misleading. It is very
difficult to get the cost of a brick house,
unless we take the figures over many thou-
sands of houses. Even then, with rapidly
rising costs and interruptions of supplies
it is hard to get accurate figures. One
contractor may receive supplies of iron, for
instance, while another does not and is held
up. The figures vary accordingly. In nor-
mal times it might be easier, but in times
of disturbance with fluctuating costs and
risi ng prices any figures, according to the
Advice of my officers, are likely to be mis-
leading.

The member for North-East Fremantle
mentioned the ballot system. It has re-
cently been instituted on a limited scale by
the State Housing Commission, in an en-
deavour to see whether it will be more
satisfactory than the system of selecting
applicants according- to need and the other
factors involved. Although in New South
Wales categories are provided to some de-
gree, the State Housing Commission there
'is firmly attached to the ballot system, the
opinion being that it is invidis for the
Commission to endeavour -to assess the
needs of applicants, because in doing so it
throws itself open to allegations of graft,
and so on. That Commission would not re-
turn to a system other than the ballot sys-
tem. The State Housing Commission has
been asked, from many quarters, to adopt
the ballot system and now, in relation to
certain classes that in general represent an
equality of needs, that system is beipg'in-
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stituted. Perhaps it is not exactly a ballot
system. What the member for North-East
Fremantle said regarding rental homes is
true.

The present system of the Commission,
which of course is liable to change if some-
thing better can be suggested, is that when
ten homes are available for occupation, a
ballot is conducted and 20 names or more
are taken. An immediate inspection is then
made of the first ten applicants to find out
whether they really need houses. As some
are eliminated because they have no real
need or cannot establish reasonable claims,
other applicants are interviewed and their
conditions inspected, until ten are found that
have established a reasonable need for the
ten available houses. When the first ballot
was held last month and the inspectors
went out to see the first ten applicants-
I mention this to show the difficulty of get-
ting- valid information in a matter of this
k ind-it was found that five had left their
addresses and had not bothered to tell the
Commission where they had gone. One was
quite comfortably housed and did not need
other accommodation. Another one was an
immigrant from India, who had been here
only two months.

The general principle is that the Commis-
sion prefers our own people in this regard,
as immigrants are mainly sponsored by
people who have promised to provide ac-
commodation for them. Another three of
the applicants showed that they had rea-
sonable claims to houses. After dealing
with those ten the inspectors examined the
position of the next applicants on the list.
It is a system of balloting, plug inspection,
and is designed to let the people feel that
they are being given fair treatment. I have
received many letters asking me to choose
the successful applicants by some system
under which there can be no chance of
favouritism. Many have said " I would
sooner you put my name in the hat and
decided the matter in that way.'' The
Commission has endeavoured to hold a bal-
lot combining a straight-out ballot system
with an examination of need. The system
is elastic and, if it &an. be improved, I have
no doubt the Commission will be anxious to
improve it.

I note what the member for Kimberley
said about the town of Derby. Now that
the condition of that town has been settled
for the time being, the position can he

reconsidered. My personal opinion about
Hall's Creek is that in such circumstances
the needs of the people should receive the
most sympathetic consideration by the Com-
mission. The member for Murchison men-
tioned second-hand materials and I believe
the position is noiw easier in relation to
permits to use such materials. If prosecu-
tions are not taken in appropriate eases
the Commission hears all about it from
neighbours, who watch these things with a
jealous eye and expect the Commission to
do its duty when a breach of the law oc-
curs. The question of immigration is too
hig to be dealt with now, hut I would men-
tion that when I was in Canberra a month
ago, Mr. Calwell and Mir. Lenimon both saw
me.

This day week I will again be in Can-
berra at Mr. Leminon's request, to attend
a conference of Ministers for Housing. The
defence aspect of immigration is giving the
Commonwealth Government the deepest
concern and there are projects in view for
importing pre-fabricated houses from over-
sea on a large scale, in order to take care
of an extensive immigration policy. I note
what was said by the member for Beverley
regarding road board accommodation and
by the member for Canning as to the class
of three-unit families that he mentioned.
I endorse what was said about building
tradesmen.

The member for Pilbara asked about
rental homes. I have already said that the
State has arranged with the Commonwealth
that tenants in occupation are to be given
opportunity of purchasing their homes.
Such homes cannot be purchased by people
not in occupation-at all events not for
the present. The priees of such homes ar
being worked out now by the land sales
prices branch, and if the hon. member
wishes to have further particulars I would
be glad to provide them. The services re-
ferred to are being stepped up fairly well
in this State. Earlier in the year I saw
some rental homes in Sydney, where water
tanks were being installed to hold rain-
water but where there is no hope of many
other services being installed for a long
time to come. I have placed on the Table
the plans of the Housing Commission 's
Canning Estate, on the Canning River. It
is a project for 1,000 houses, with a most
modern lay-out.

Vote put and passed.



3494 'LASSEAIBLY.]

Vote--Forests, PD, 290-agreed to.
Progress reported till a later stage of

the sitting.

BILL-BULK HANDLING ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. A. F. Watts-Katanning) [4.20] in

moving the second reading said: This is a
Bill to amend the Bulk Handling Act by an
amendment to Section 20A, of the amend-
ment to the Act passed in 1943. Section
26A of the 1943 amending Act made a new
provision in substitution for a former pro-
vision for payment of a toll to the company
in respect of wheat delivered to it. Sub-
section (2) of the new Section 26A goes on
to say-

The said toll shall be paid to the Company
by every holder of a warrant on surrendering
the same to the company provided that during
the operation of the National Security
(Wheat Acquisition) Regulations or any regu-
lations hereafter made in lieu of or in sub-
stitution therefor the toll shall be payable by
and recoverable from the grower to whom it
is to be credited as provided in Subsection
(3) of this section.

The Bill before us proposes to substitute
for that subsection the subsection which is
contained at the end of the Bill, and which
will read-

The toll shall be paid to the Company b~y
every holder of a warrant on surrendering it
to the Company:

Provided that during the operation of the
Wheat Industry Stabilisaition Act, 1948, of the
Parliament of the Commonwealtb, or any Act
or Acts amending it or passed in its stead
the toll shall be payable by and recoverable
from the grower to whom it is to be credited
pursuant to the provisions of the next suc-
ceeding subsection.

This Bill, if enacted, is to come into force
on a date to be fixed by proclamation. In
the normal course, that proclamation would
be made when the National Security
(Wheat Acquisition) Regulations cease to
have any effect. Members will notice that
in the 1943 Act the provisions of Subsection
(2) referred to the operations of the
National Security (Wheat Acquisition)
Regulations, and any regulations hereafter
made are in lieu of them. Now the Com-
monwealth Wheat Stabilisation Act has
been passed and there are no regulations. In
consequence it is desired to substitute for
the provision existing in the Act another

provision that the toll shall be payable dur-
ig the operation of the Wheat Industry
Stabilisation Act of 1948 passed by the
Commonwealth Parliament.

I have discussed this matter recently with
the member for North-East Fremantle and
the Parliamentary Draftsman so that we
might clear up a question wvhich was exer-
cising our mninds as to whether or not
there should be some reference to the con-
joint operations of the Western Australian
Wheat Stabiisation Act and that of the
Commonwealth, the one being complemen-
tary to the other; and as we understood the
position I think I may say that one is in-
operative without the other in view of the
peculiar constitutional circumstances that
will arise if the Commonwealth Defence
(Transitional Powers) legislation, as I
think it is now known, is no longer enforce-
able. Therefore, it is my intention to move
to amend the clause as it stands in the Bill
to provide for the conjoint operation of
both the State and the Commonwealth leg-
islation in lieu of the provision referring
only to the operation of the Commonwealth
Act. That is all I need say now, except per-
haps that there is nothing in the Bill which
alters the toll, or the method of prescribing
the toll, which is still in the hands of the
Governor-ia-Council, nor is anything else
altered so far as the Bulk Handling Act as
it stands on our statute book is concerned.
The intent of this measure is to substi-
tute for the National Security Regulations
when they expire legislation which displaces
them, to wit, the legislation to which I have
referred. I move-

That the Vill be now read a second time.

HON. J. T. TONKIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [4.251: Having had an opportunity
to consider this proposed amendment by
discussing it with the Minister for Educa-
tion and the Solicitor General, I am able
to proceed to deal with this Bill. I have
no objection to it as it merely provides
that during the currency of the recent leg-
islation enacted by the Commonwealth and
that which was dealt with by this Parlia-
ment in recent days, the toll can be collect-
ed by Co-operative Bulk Handling Ltd. to
enable it to repay debentures to the growers
over a period of years. I think it takes
about 15 years to have a complete rotation
regarding different issues of debentures.
The company has been redeeming deben-
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tures and has done so well that I think the
toll was reduced from %,'d. to sd., hut it is
necessary that power should still be there to
enforce this payment. The money will be
obtained from the growers and eventually
repaid to them, so that they cannot lose
anything by it. There is only one aspect
of this matter which is not satisfactory so
far as I ua concerned.

W'hen the Aet was amended in 1943, the
Australian Wheat Board was aware of the
proposed amendment and raised no objec-
tion to it. So far as I know, the Australian
Wheat Board is not aware of this proposed
amendment and, as the set-up is not quite
the same as it was under the National
Security Regulations when the Australian
Wheat Board had power to acquire the
crop, there may he objections which are
not apparent to me. I discussed this matter
with the Minister earlier, and he could see
that the point had some force. He said
that if I raised the matter in the House, he
would reply to it. Before this Bill comes
into operation, I would like the point re-
ferred to the Australian Wheat Board be-
cause it, members will be the principals in
the matter. If the legislation is satisfac-
tory, I would have no objection to the
operation of the Act. But I do think, as
they will be in charge of the new arrange-
ment and stabilisation might conceivably
continue for many years, it is only right
that the board should be aware of what is
proposed in regard to making this charge
on the growers who will have to pay the
money.

This amendment will enable Co-operative
Bulk Handling Ltd. to obtain this toll from
the growers. The expenditure of the money
cannot he wrongful in any way, because the
trust deed provides for the way in which
the money can be used; so we have nothing
to fear in that respect. But it is only right
that the Australian Wheat Board should be
made aware of the proposals so that its
members will have an opportunity of put-
ting forward any objections they may have.
I have nothing further to say, and the
amendment appears to be necessary.

THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hlon. A. F. Watts-Katanning--in reply)
[4.29]1: I thank the hon. member for his
contribution to the debate, and I do not
propose to reply to anything except his
last reference. Since my discussion with

him, I have considered the question, and
can now give him an assurance that a pro-
clamation will not be made until the matter
has been referred to the Australian Wheat
Board and its reply received. I hope I
shall have an opportunity of discussing it
with the member for North-East Fremnantle
when it is received.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Mr. Perkins in the Chair; the Minister

for Education in charge of the Sill:
Clauses 1 to 3-agreed to.

Clause 4-Amendment of Section 2A:
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I

move an amendment-
That in line one of the proviso to subsec-

tion (2) the words ''operation of the Wheat
Industry Stabilisation Act, 1948, of the Par-
liament of the Commonwealth or any Act or
Acts amending it or passed in its" be
struck out and the following words inserted
in lieu:-" Conjoint operation of the provi-
sions of the Wheat Industry Stabilisation Act
of 1948 of the Parlianmcnt of the Common-
wealth and those of the Wheat Industry
Stahilisation Act, 1948, of the State or those
of any Act or Acts amending those pro.
visions or passed in their.''

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Title-agreed to.
Bill reported with an amendment and the

report adopted.

Third Reading.
Bill read a. third time and returned to the

Council with an amendment.

BILL-GOLD BUYERS' ACT
AMENDMENT.

Council's message.
Message from the Council received and

read notifying that it had agreed to the
Assembly's amendments.

EELL-MONING ACT AflND VENT-
Cotmeil's Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it did not insist on
its amendment No. 1.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1948-49.

In Committee of Supply.
Resumed from an earlier stage of the sit-

ting; Mr. Perkins in the Chair.
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Vote--Department of Native Affairs, I make that observation for the reason
00O,OOO:

HON. A. A. N. COVERLEY (Kimber-
iey) [4.50]: 1 do not want this Vote to pass
until the Minister has given some informa-
tion particularly regarding many rumours
current in the State and particularly in the
North-West. I am not one to give much
credence to Dame Rumour, but I am forced
to believe that there is truth in some of the
rumours because of the answvers I have re-
ceived to questions asked about native
affairs.

During the session, I asked the Minister
whether it was a fact that certain native
affairs institutions were to be leased, sold or
abandoned. The answer wvas to the effect
that part of it was under consideration. I
asked a further question about the hospi-
talisation of natives, and the Minister for
Health answered to the effect that tbat also
was under consideration. This, leads me to
believe that there is sonmc truth in the
rumnours current in the North-West. The
Minister might be able to inform me whether
it is a fact tbat revolutionary changes in
administration are contemplated and that
many of the Government stations are to be
placed under the control of various missions.

A retired pastoralist wrote to me inquir-
ing whether it was a fact that tidialla was
for sale. That wvas the story in the town of
Derby. He also wanted to know whether it
was a fact that the Munja native station
was for sale. I told him that I had no offi-
cial knowledge, but that the Government
could not sell pny of its institutions pri-
vately. If they were to be disposed of,
they would be sold by public auction or by
tender. Since then the Minister has indi-
cated that negotiations were taking place
between the Government and the authorities
of Kunmunya Mission for it to take over
the Munja property.

When Minister for Native Affairs, I made
overtures to the Kununya Mission, and
if the present Minister has been more suc-
cessful than I was, it is probably the right
and proper thing to do. I should like the
Minister to bear in mind that, while I made
preliminary overtures, they did not reach a
stage when any discussion took place. Par-
ticular attention should be paid to the con-
ditions under which those places will be con-
trolled' by the mission and to the health of
the natives on the station and in the
vicinity.

that some years ago, during a visit to the
mission station, I pointed out to the then
superintendent that there were quite a num-
ber of indigent natives on the station that
ought to be in hospital, and asked him why
they were not sent to the Broome hospital
for proper care and attention. Ile in-
formed me that it was not the policy of the
mission to force natives to go there against
their will, that any sick native was asked
whether he would proceed in the lugger to
the Broomne hospital and, if he refused, it
wits not his province to force him to go to
hospital. I said, "Do not you think that
the proper Place for them is in the hospi-
tal ?" and he replied, "Yes." 1 asked, "Why
do not you put them on the lugger and
force them to go?" and his reply was, "No,
that is not the function of the mission."

T think some undertakting ought to be
given by the mission that if this is still its
policy, the policy will be altered. I am re-
ferring particularly to natives suffering
from contagious diseases, not those suffering
from influenza or colds, for whom the mis-
sion might well eater. I am referring to
natives I saw suffering from syphilis and
leprosy or both. if the Minister intends to
proceed with the negotiations, that aspect
should be closely watched and some condi-
tions should be imposed upon the mission to
the effect that attention must be given to
this matter.

Tidialla station was purchased for a par-
ticular reason, namely, to establish a Govern-
ment institution wvhere the half-caste children,
of whom there are many in that area, would
be given an opportunity to receive primary
education and training in domestic and
manual work. Owing to the wvar at that
time, it was impossible to go ahead with the
Provision of dormitories and other build-
ings. tUdialla is a particularly selected area.
If it is the Government's intention to edu-
cate and improve the minds of these native
children, surely we should build up their
bodies at the same time! t'dialla consists of
a good class of country with many acres of
beautiful, peaty swvamp that will grow all
the vegetables and tropical fruits required.
Given such production, the half-caske girls
could be trained in domestic work by being
taught to make pickles, jams, etc. This
would qualify them to become good house-
wives, good employees, station cooks and so
forth.
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The boys could be given an opportunity'
to learn work such as carpentry, plumbing
and other trades necessary to fit them for
life and become useful citizens to industry
throughout the pastoral areas. I believe it
will not be long before the pastoral indus-
try will be dependent upon this class of
labour to carr on.

The answer given to me by the Minister
was to the effect that, owing to erosion,
Udialla was more or less eaten out and
needed resting. I do not know where the
Minister got the information, but before
he accepts it ats genuine, he should have a
close survey made to see that the informa-
tion is inl conformity with, the idea of
closing down the station. While Udialla
was bought for institutional purposes, it
was never intended to become a p~astoral or
grazing property. For a start, the area is
too small and would never have been suc-
cessful as a grazing and pastoral proposi-
tion. It is possible to carry 800 to 1000
head of sheep, which number was ample to
teach the lads blade or machine shearing,
wool-pressing and the various jobs that
they should learn. Whatever reason was
given to the Minister, I am of opinion that
there is something behind the move to close
Udialla. I should like the Minister to pay
particular attention to this matter. Jshal

.be able to give the Chamber much ie in-
formation next session if the present pro-
posal is carried out in the absence of sound
and sufficient reasons.

A story is also being circulated to the
effect that Moola Bulla, the Government
cattle station, is to be treated similarlv. I
should like to hear some good reason before
the Government hands over that station to
somec organisation or sells it. Moola Bulla
has served a very useful purpose in years
gone by. The training of natives for the
pastoral industry has been carried on there,
and the station has provided a home for old
and indigent natives and served manj good
purposes. Natives have been educated there
and kept away from killing the cattle
on private stations for their own use.
Thus it has served a useful purpose. At
the moment it is self-supporting and could
be made a very profitable concern. I know
that quite a number of companies and quite
a few private pastoralists would be in
danger of breaking legs to get the station if
it were offered for sale.

It was announced that the Medical and
Health Department had taken over the work
of hospitalisation throughout the State. I
had something to say on this subject last
session. I pointed out that the Medical and
Health Department could not do any more
for the natives than was being done under
the system operated by the Department of
Native Affairs. Why the Medical and
Health Department should have been given
control, I am at a loss to understand. If
the handing over of control to somebody
else is the only way to solve the problem, I
consider that the Minister ought to pay
mucre attention to his administration. I am
not trying to be sarcastic, or to castigate
the Minister. I know he has been excep-
tionally busy during this session, and pos-
sibly has not had time to pay attention to
the administration of his departments, par-
ticularly the Native Affairs Department,
wvhich I found needed constant and direct
attention from the Minister.

If these rumours about a change in ad-
ministration are true, the Minister will leave
the depafrtment in a worse predicament than
is the ease at present. This is no way to deal
wvith the problem-to hand it over to someone
else. The rumours as to the handing over of
the institutions and of hospitalisation to
someone else have been somewhat borne out
by the answers I have received to questions. I
would be pleased if the Minister would tell
me that Udialla and Moola. Bulla, are not to
be offered for sale or controlled by some
o~her body; and also if he would tell me
what he intends to do about hospitalisation.
The latest information I have received from
Broome is that the native hospital is to be
closed and the natives transferred to and
treated in the general hospital in the town-
ship. I will say no more about the matter
until I have received information as to
whether 'that is correct or not.

MR. GRATAM (East Perth) [6.2]: 1
have always adopted a generous attitude
towards coloured people and en~eavoured
to create sympathy and understanding for
them. This morning I was called to East
Perth by a number of people who are
alarmed at the situation which has been in
existence for some time and has unfortun-
ately reached almost terrifying proportions
within recent weeks. Members are probably
aware that quite a number of coloured per-
sons reside in East Perth. Within the last
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few weeks there have been many manifesta-
tions of ill-will on the part of these people
towards white persons living in the vicinity.

Quite a number of full-blooded and half-
caste aboriginis live in the area whose con-
duct is exemplary. To some extent the
trouble that has occurred has been contri-
buted to by the action of unscrupulous
white people who have supplied natives with
liquor. A position has arisen as a result
of which white people in the district are
terrified. Representations have been made
to the Police Department and to the De-
partment of Native Affairs, but no satis-
faction has been received. There has been
a tendency for the responsibility to be
shuffled from one department to the other.
There have been occasions when violence
has been exercised. At all hours of the day
and night, most filthy and objectionable
language is being used. Even the smaller
children are *prone to employ disgusting
language that is not common to very many
adults.

The children run into homes belonging to
white people, turn on taps, destroy gardens,
throw dirt in front doors, break windows,
and generally interfere with premises.
When people are passing in vehicles or on
cycles., stones and sticks and other missiles
are hurled at them. A ease came before
the Police Court yesterday. One resident
lodged a complaint and action was taken.
The man is engaged in work that necessi-
tates his absence from home at night and
be is afraid of the position in which 'his
-wife and child are placed.. Another woman,
living next door, who was most prominent
in women's affairs-as a matter of fact she
was President of the Housewives' Associa-
tion for many years-also contacted me in
connection with the matter.

Prior to this, but within the last week or
so, business people and other responsible
citizens. in the locality, which is in the vic-
inity of the,' East Perth Station, on both
sides of the railway line, have made com-
plaints to me. Cert~n action had been
taken previously to rectify the position,
and it was with considerable reluctance that
I approached the Department of Native
Affairs, to have terminated the regular
weekly dances held by the native community
in the Pensioners' Hall at East Perth.

It was only a minority which was respon-
sible for the trouble, but unfortunately the

great majority, who conduct themselves
properly, had to suffer as a consequence of
the behaviour of the others. There was a
most objectionable house in which 30) or 40
natives lived at week-ends. They lived not
only in the house but in the garden and in
the lane at the rear. Fortunately that house
has now been demolished by the Perth City
Couneil.' I am raising this matter here in-
stead of taking it to the Minister direct
because I am fearful that there may be
tragic or at least most serious results. I
do not want it to be thought that this com-
plaint is made without a good deal of justi-
fication. I hope the Minister will take some
steps, in conjunction with the Ppliee Depart-
ment, to overcome the trouble.

Mainy of these people are most astute.
They have a system commonly referred to
as "bush wireless"; by which I mean that
if the police come anywhere within half a
mile of the locality, by some strange means
the information is conveyed to the people
giving the trouble, so that all is peace and
quietness when the police arrive. I do not
want to exaggerate the position but it is,
most serious. Children have been attacked,
and assaults have occurred even in the
centre of Perth itself. One girl, aged just
over 14, who works in a city office, was
accosted the other day by a dark-skinned
persort thumped on the back several times,
and abused in most filthy language. She
sought refuge in a building, not wishing
to create a scene, and she was followed by
this person.

All of those with whom I have discussed
this matter; that is, the persons who have
approached me, and there have been many
of them-they sought to prepare a petition,
but I told them I did not think that was
necessary-are very tolerant, and have no
desire to have these coloured people removed
from the vicinity; but they are concerned
at the filthy language and the hostility that
has been indulged in to some extent for a
considerable period. But feelings are be-
coming aroused, and within the last fort-
night the position has become even more
difficult.' It may result in a situation devel-
oping in which there will be a vendetta of
some magnitude; because, when children
and women are interfered with, and there is
filthy language, and places are entered by
certain unruly coloured folk, the white
people are likely to band together and stage
a demonstration of some considerable pro-
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portion. The position has almost reached natives exist? If so, it will be with us for
breaking point, and it is essential that some
action be taken at once by the authorities
to prevent the development of a situation
such as I have suggested.

M. GRAYDEN (Middle Swan) [5.11]:
I tm sorry to hear about the trouble the
residents of East Perth are experiencing
with natives. I believe that this trouble is
simply the result of the way in which the
natives have been brought up) and treated
by the white community. I consider they
can develop into Most Useful citizens, pro-
vided their training is along the right lines.
At Kenwick we have Sister Kate's Home,
at which there are 100 small children who
have an extremely good amne in the locality.
They are well respected and their conduct
is beyond reproach.

I cannot help wondering exactly where
we are heading with regard to our native
population. For many years, we have realised
that they have received a shoddy deal at
the hands of the community. I think we
are all in complete accord that conditions
for the natives should be improved; but
although some progress has been made from
time to time, I think we are in agreement
that that progress has been all too slow. I
am not referriag to the population in the
North. I feel that the natives there are in
ideal surroundings and practising a way of
life to which they are eminently suited; and
I think that with certain improvements in
their conditions they can lead a life which
will be in accordance -with their wishes and
also of beneft to the State.

My concern is for the natives in the south-
ern regions. The member for East Perth
has told the Committee there are a large
number of natives in his electorate. There
are also many at Bassendean and Guildford
and Middle Swan. They get what work
they can. They live as best they can.
Rathier should I say they exist as best they
can, for their livingr is no more than an
existence. Everywhere they arc treated with
contempt and, unfortunately, they realise
that only too well, bat nothing they can do
will make them white, and so we have the
tragedy-and this has occurred many times
in Middle Swan-of natives peroxiding their
hair and powdering their fares in an endea-
vour to become a little whiter. How long
are we going to allow this tragedy to con-
tinue? Will it go on for aA long- as the

many years.

Successive Governments in every State of
the Commonwealth have, for years, grappled
with the native problem and have achieved
m~any worthwhile results, hut fundamentally
the problem remains. No matter how welt
intentioned the previous Governments have
been, their efforts have been dissipated be-
cause they have been on fundamentally un-
sound lines. Our native community will
never be accepted and absorbed by the white
community, and that is the objective we are
aiming at I think, until such time as the
social standards of the native are raised to
ours. This can be achieved most effectively
one way, and that is.to place the natives at
present in the southern portion of the State
on collective farms on the same lines as the
Jewish collective farms in Palestine. Whilst
in the Middle East with the Armed Forces
during the war, I bad an opportunity to
spend Some time On these Jewish collective
farms and, as a result, I am firmly con-
vinced that they are the answer to the native
iproblem in Western Australia.

I believe, as does every member here, that
our democratic way of life with its oppor-
tunities in various spheres has much more
to offer than has any collective farm. But
I also believe that collective farms will be
the means for the natives to reinstate them-
selves in our white community. Having
done that, they can be encouraged to take
up small holdings and live a useful life as
highly regarded members of the State. The
Jewish collective farms are each in the
vicinity of 5,000 acres supporting anything
up to 100 families. The buildings are cen-
trally situated, and each farm has its own
cafeteria, baby creche, boot repairing shop,
laundry and so on. These farms have not
mushroomed over the last few years, but
have been in existence in Palestine for 30
and more years, in some eases. They have
proved highly successful. The people on
them lead quite pleasurable lives. I think
it is an ideal way of getting our aborigines
away from contact with the whites, because
unfortunately they are treated with con-
tempt by us, and they know it. If they
were established oil these collective farms
under sympathetic guidance they could lead
useful lives. Many people who started on
these farms in Palestine rebelled against
those in authority and established a different
type of settlement for themselves. They
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have their houses in the one street in the
form of a small village, but each has a
holding of 10 acres.

Mr. Styants: What is their nationality;

.31r GRAYDEN: They are Russian Jews.

Mr. Styants: You would not compare
them with our aborigines, would you?

Mr. URAYDEN: No, but at the same
time I think, with sympathetic guidance,
we could run a community farm for the
natives as successfully as the Russian Jews
do in Palestine.

Mr. Styants: The Russian Jews are a
long way ahead of our aborigines in regard
to civilisation.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Absolutely, hut many
aborigines have an I.Q. equal to any white.
If one goes to New Norcia or the Msoore
River Native Settlement and talks with the
people administering those places, one will
he told very quickly that the T.Q. of the
aborigines is not much below that of toie
whites. Many of these people are at pre-
sent working on stations and farms and
there is no reason why they should not do
the same work equally well on a community
farm.

Mr. Styants: The intellectual type and
the triers that you speak of now are re-
spected by the white men, and not despisod.

Mr. 0-HAYDEN: I have met many that
I could respect, but none who are respected
generally. I had occasion to put some in
the fiats in Guildford not very long ago.
They were living in terrible circumstances
in a small tent. There were several children
and one bed. Under these conditions, the
wife had a child and was practically blind
us a result of loss of blood. When I put
them into a converted Army flat at Guild-
ford, practically everyone in the camp ob-
jected. Yet, that man was a white man in
every sense of the word.

3Mr. Styants: There are degenerate whites
living under those conditions, too.

Mr. URAYDEN: That is so. I challenge
anyone to say that the Western Australian
natives could not perform useful work on
a community form. They would be segre-
gated from the white people and would not
suffer from the inferiority complex which
causes them to slink furtively into the towns,
as they do at Guildford. I do not intend

to pursue this argument today because it
would be impossible for me to do so with-
out taking up the time of the Committee
unduly, but I earnestly commend these
suggestions to the 'Minister. The collective
farms would he in no way similar to the
native farms in the North. On those farms
the natives are trained for a short period
and then sent to work on the surrounding
stations. In the case of a collective farmi
they would remain on the farm all their liveF
if they so wished. The main object would
be to train them to he able to take on small
holdings.

Hon. A. H. 0~. Hawke: WNould you hring
out ]Russians to train them on these collectivE
farms?'

M11r. GRAYDEN: I do not think the Act.
ing Le4,ader of the Opposition should be
facetious an this matter. For many years
Governments have grappled with the prob-
lem, hut we have not progressed very fr.
If the Government would set aside one pro-
perty-that is not asking very much-in
the southern piortion of the State, it would
be making the most tangible and practical
contribution yet advanced to overcome thE
native problem.

IM ANN (Beverley) [5.26]: I ant
very worried about the natives and half-
castes in my diatrict. Of a Saturday, the)
come from miles into the town of Beverley
The conditions under which they live an(
shocking. The Government appointed a
Royal Commission to inquire into the ques-
tion some years ago hut what has been th(
effect? I agree with the suggestion of th(
member for 'Middle. Swan with respect kc
a community settlement where they wouli
be on their own. We cannot educate them
They might attend a school fur a. fortnighl
or a month, but they -would then wandex
off. 'Many of them airc living on the child
endowment. As a result the introduction ol
child endowment the birth rate of oui
coloured race has increased enormously it
comparison with that of the whites. Ad-
mittedly there arc some good types of thesm
people, hut what is their position? I knom
of six or seven half-caste girls who havE
lived all their lives with white people, ani
they have approached the 'Minister with re-
gard to their future. Whonm can they marry
but some half-caste? If they do that the3
will go back again to their old native style
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We are trying to reform a people, millions
of years old, who have always led a nomadic
life. I know the churches will raise objee-
tions to the segregating of the tntives, but
what is the Government to do? Oovernments
conmc and go, and the position gets worse
and worse. One of the troubles is that the
missions misguide these people. An instance
fias been quoted of some missionaries going
through a native station in the 'North-West.
By the time they arrived there the mules
wvere worn out with sore backs, and were
starving. When the superintendent of the
native station suggested that they should
remain there so that the mules could recover
and asked them how they were getting on
for tucker they said, "God will provide.'
The result was that the Government pro-
vided. But then they preached the gospel
to the natives that there was no need to
worry because God would provide the food
for them. That is a farce.

Within 50 years we will face a very serious
problem because of the haif-castes. I do bec-
lieve they can be made into good citizens. It
is rot to allow them citizens' rights. These
natives are very fond of liqunor and they have
their own two-up schools. If they' are getting
short of liquor they get one of the half-
castes who has citizen rights to buy the
liquor for them. Citizen rights for that type
of person are purely a farce. I do not
know what the new administration will be
like but I do not think that the Royal Com-
missioner go'. anywhere at all. Royal Com-
missions are appointed and the results of
their findings very rarely see the light of
day.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: This is the speech
we have been waiting for.

Mr. MANN: Something must be done re-
garding these unfortunate people and. we
must accept the responsibility. When the
Minister first took over his office he visited
Beverley and Quairading and at a reception
given to him I expressed the hope that be-
Core his term of office had expired we would
be able to erect a monument to him for
solving the native problem. I suggested the
monument should be of bronze and of a
young native child.

The es-Minister has had a lot to say to
the present Minister about the position and
no doubt whenm the present Minister gets
back on the other side of the House-t-if he
ever does-he will probably speak in the

same way. We are not facing up to the
problem, I have spoken with somne half-
east friends of mine about Carrolup and
they have told me that far from its being
a punishment to be sent there, they have
a mighty good time. I sometimes think that
one of the best things to do would be for
Parliament, next sessiLon, to appoint a Select
Committee of members who have a know-
ledg&e-

Mr. Rodoreda: Why not appoint a Royal
Commission?

Mr. )[ANN: No, 1 do not want a Royal
Commission. I would 'like to see a Select
Committee appointed and it could have the
powers of a Royal Commission. To it we
could appoint members who have a know-
ledge of the position and we could then find
out the various aspects for ourselves. When-
ever a Royal Commission is appointed it
seems that a lawyer must also be obtained.
Why must it be a ]awyer ? I consider
that four or five members from this
House--members from, both sides of the
Chamnber-have a better knowledge than
a lawyer of the position and they would view
it from a distinctly different angle. They
would probably use orig-inal ideas in an ef-
fort to help these people. This race of in-
dividuals is increasing in number and we
will have to face up to the position in West-
ern Australia wher c' entually we will have
an enormious population, unhonoured and
unsung.

I hope the Minister will give so me thought
to my remarks because I am very doubtful
whether the Commissioner, when he visited
the various areas, created much of an impres-
sio n-with all due respect to him. He was
entirely out of line. Next year I intend to
move for a Select Committee to be.appoint-
ad because members of Parliament are able
to gg.4 all aspects of the situation put before
them. We could probahbly solve the problem
ourselves and I am satisfied that the Cham-
ber would go a long way in that direction.

THE MINIS'TER rOP. NATIVE.
AFFAIRS (Hon. R. R. 'McDonald-Wesit
Perth) [5.35]: In reply to the remarks of
the member for Kimberley I would state
that there is no intention of selling
lUdialla. In fact, quite recently, I have
had to deny a, strong rumour that the Gov-
ernment intended to resume a large part
of the adjoining station. Ildialla 'has
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been over-pastured and the only way to
keep the sheep alive is to turn thema out to
trespass on areas of the adjoining station.
For the time being the sheep have had to be
taken off Udialla. and the place will have
to he rested. There are sqine other features
of it and T propose to have the position
examined by an officer of the Department
of Agriculture.

Hion. A. A. "M. Coverley: That would not
affect U'dialla. from an institutional point
of view.

The MINISTER FOR NATIVE AF-
FAIRS: There are some other aspects, too,
and one is the point of view for -which it
was originally intended. There have been
grave doubts that this could not be achieved
without hostility from natives whose child-
rem would go there. These natives are now
in towns and they are not desirous of their
ehildren 'being sent far away. For that
reason T propose to have a look at the
lVdialla position and will be glad to dis-
cuss it with the bon. member because I
know of his interest in it. We can then
determine -what can he done to assist the
native,; of that locality.

As for Mfoola, Bulla, I hav-e never heard
of its being sold. Just the opposite!
We have been spending money in building
up the flock for quality, and negotiations
are in train with a view to making some
provision for the schooling of natives there.

Hon. A. A. 31. Coverley: I am very glad.
to have the -Minister's assurance.

The MIiNISTFER FOR NATIVE AF-
FAIRS: Also, I have never heard of
Munja Station having been sold. What
is being dlone is an attempt to carry out the
plans; that the ex-Minister made sonie three
or four years ago of amialgamating with the
neighbouring mission of Knrunya and the
two areas would be under the one control.
The terms of the arrangement are practic-
ally complete and I think will he of con-
siderable adventage.

The medical inspection of natives was
transferred to the Medical Department some
eight or nine months ago and, with the ad-
ditional doctors in the North-West service,
a vastly extended inspection of natives has
taken place. This has occurred not only in
institutions but on stations as well. Thispe.-
tions have taken place on a large scale and
fairly reassuring results in general health
have been obtained. Unfortunately the in-

formation is that le-prosy is on the increase.
There are factors which I do not propose
to enter into at the moment, but I am con-
vinced that the health of this nation is not
divisihie between whites and natives and
they are all entitled to the same services.
With due precaution, on the lines the mem-
ber for Kimberley suggested, I think we can
do something which will be of benefit to the
natives in that direction.

I will inquire into the position in East
Perth. I was down there a few months ago,
and subsequently the establishment men-
tioned by the member for East Perth was
closed down on account of disturbances. The
recent position has not belen reported to
me but apparently it has grown worse and
I will have it examined at once.

Mr. Graham: It is very much worse.

The MINISTER FOR 'NATIVE AF-
FAIRS: The member for 'Middle Swan -re-
ferred to collective farms. The new
Catholic Mission. at Wandering will be
doing something along the lines he suggests
and it will be the most valuable settlement
for natives in the South-West, and perhaps
in the whole State, as well as being e-x-
tremely interesting. If the hon. member
will look at 'Mr. Bateman's report, on page
33, he will find some remarks which
deal to some extent with the suggestions
made, by the hon. member. This report is a
vel-y valuable contribution. The suggestion
made by the hon. member, with some limita-
tions, is worthy of consideration.

I will he glad of any suggestions made
by the memiber for Beverley, or any other
member, which will help mne in this, work.
Within limitatious of existing conditions, I
am hopeful that something will he done to
implement a forward policy for native wel-
fare in much the same way as the member
for Kimberley desired to do, but could not
advance during the war years. It was not
possible at that stage and, while conditions
arc still not back to normal, I think the
time is4 approaching when some progress
can be made.

Vote put and passed.

Vol c-L ends and Surreys, £1I83,500:

THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. A. Fk. Watts--Katanning, for the
Minister for Lands) [5.40]: I have already
referred to the absence of the 'Minister
for Lands Owing to reasons which are
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now known to members of the Commit-
tee. 1 san prepared to try to answer any
questions but I do not feel competent to take
the 'Minister's place and deal with the Esti-
mates, I trust that the Committee will be
prepared to look at the matter in that light.

MR. GRAHAM (East Perth) [5.41]: 1
'wis4h to address myself to a serious matter
which concerns land sales. I trust that some
action will be taken because the circum-
stances I will outline. call for it. A young
ca-Serviice coupile-both husband and wife
are er-Service-had a block of land towards
Canning Bridge. They desired to sell this
block and considered it was worth £C110.
They went to a prominent land agent and
he told them that he knew the locality and
doubted very much whether the land iris
worth monre than £100. This land agent is
a sworn valuator as well.

Subsequently he inspected the block and
istated that as it sloped towards. the rear,
its value was not more than £C100 and the
couple would he lucky to receive that sum.
Several (lays later he alleged that he had
found a buyer and the transfer was signed
and the Title Deeds, handed over. A cheque
for £100 was paid to this young ca-Service-
man on Tuesday, the 2nd November of this
year. On Friday, the 5th November, a block
of land was advertised for £175 and from
the details it appeared that this was the
block whith had been recently sold. This
-young man asked a friend of his to make
inquiries and his own wife, who was un-
known to the land agent, went along to
confirm it. Sure enough it was his own
block of land which three days earlier had
bern sold for £100 on the undertaking and
assurance from the land agent that he was
acting for the ox-Serviceman.

Suspicions were immediately amoused andt
the es-Se-rviceman went to the Titles Office.
He found out that the transfer had gone
throughi in favour of the land agent himself.
In other words, that land agent, who is the
principal of one of the leading land and
estate agencies in Perth, gave false infor-
mation to that young couple. He bought the
block of land himself for £100. The wife of
this young ca-Serviceman went to the land
agent and, without revealing her identity,
inquired about the block and said, "I feel the
sum you are asking is a little too much."
The land agent replied, "Lady, T amn aware
of the values in that particular area and you

are exceedingly fortunate to have the oppor-
tunity to buy a block of land like this at the
very low price of £6175."'

The Attorney General: I think that tran-
saction could probably be set aside.

Mr. GRAHAM. The Minister should wait
until I have completed the story. The ex-
Serviceman thea went to the Legal Service
Bureau, in consequence of which inquiries
were immediately put in hand. An approach
was made to the land agent and within 24
hours the sum of £100 had been refunded
to the ca-Serviceman and all costs in con-
nection with the double transaction paid by
the land agent, Perhaps that was a satisfac-
tory conclusion to that particular transac-
tion, but that was due only to the fact that
the vendor happened to notice the advertise,-
ment in the newspaper, recognised the block
as his own and accordingly took certain
action which was responsible for the result I
have mentioned. The point is that there
must be many hundreds of such transactions.

I feel that this particular 'land agent
should have his, license taken away from him.
I feel he is no longer worthy of -the trust.
that attaches to registration as a sworn
valuer. He dcfinitely gave false information
and advice to the couple with regard to the
sale of that block and later with regard to
the proposed purchase of it. In this in-
stance, the agent endeavoured to make in
three days a profit of £75 to his own advanat-
age at the expense of this ex-Servicewoman
and ex-Serviceman. I mention the matter
here because it is of vital concern to all
members. I do not know whether this sort
of thing is a natural aft ermath of the relaxa-
tion of controls over the sale of land, but it
is an exceedingly serious matter.

I bring it under the notice of the Minister.
I can give him full particulars regarding
the panmc of the land agent., the name and
address of the vendor of the block of land,
the, lot number and the locality generally
with regard to the land in dispute. I think
this a mast wicked thing for the land agent
to do, and it was stopped only just in time.
Had it not been for fortuitous circumstances-,
this young couple would have been robbed
of £75 on a small transaction of £100. This
matter warrants the attention of the Gov-
ernment being devoted to land sales gener-
ally. I do not know whose the responsibility
is, but I think an example should be made
of this land agent and sworn valuer in order
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to ensure, as far as possible, that there will
he no repetition of the deplorable state of
affairs that I have indicated.

MR. BHEA.RN (bMaylands) [547]: 1 ani
iii agreement with the suggestions made by
the member for East Perth. I do not know
at the moment that the Government could
do anything about that particular matter in
view of the decontrol position regarding
vacant land.

The Minister for Education: That does
not affect the question at all.

Mr. SHE ARN: I suggest to the hon.
member that he might achieve something if
he were to communicate the details of the
ease in all its aspects to the council of 'the
Real Estate Institute of this State. I can
give him an assurance it will receive every
possible attention at their hands. He
astounds; me when he says that the agent
concerned is a prominent member of that
lody, I can give him my assurance that
the matter Would be very seriously viewed
by the council and if the charges were
proved, it would take appropriate action.
If, as the hon. member said, there were
many such cases in which so-called reput-
able agents have been concerned, they would
he severely dealt with., but I would point
out that it is rumoured that there are many
such sales that are carried out not througlh
agents but by private treaty.

On the question of the vacant land, I sup-
port the suggestion advanced by the memn-
her for East Perth that there should be
some surveillance over such matters. I hare
giffven a lot of thought to that phase and I
would suggest, if only from the psycho-
logical standpoint, something of that sort
should be done with respect to every land
transaction, irrespective of wvhether the
blocks were improved or otherwise. 'We
know that a regulation was promulgated
setting out that land on which there were
no buildings could be regarded, for purposes
of sale as vacant, and therefore not subject
to control. Subsequently, the regulation
was amended to provide that a declaration

shudbe furnished setting out that there
were no improvements on the block. How
easy it is to get over a small obstacle like
that if a porson is unscrupulous!

it might have a salutary effect if all such
transactions had to be noted by the Land

Sales Department, which, in effect, is in a
somewhat similar position to the Taxation
Department with respect to the oversight
of transactions that take place. If that
were done, then there would be the tendency
to make any unscrupulous people more care-
ful in their, dealings. I hope the Minister
will pass on to his colleagues the suggestion
I make, and see to it that every transactibn,
whether it be ini connection with vacant land
or otherwise, is submitted to and noted by
the Land Sales Department before the
papers are bonded over to the Land Titles
Office for registration. That would give
greater protection to everyone and, incident-
ally, have the effect of establishing greater
public confidence.

TEE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. A. F. Watts-Katanniug-in reply)
[5.53]:- With regard to the remarks of the
member for East Perth, it is apparent that
the transaction he referred to had nothing
whatever to do with the Government. Fol-
lowing upon vacant land being decontrolled,
it is conceivable that in a number of in-
stances people have received what they re-
garded as the full value of their land in-
stead of merely a pegged price as before.
As to the case mentioned by the member
for East Perth, surely there have been un-
scrupulous people from time immemorial,
and there will still be people of that type
until there cease to be any persons on this
earth.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Think of the racket
that took place after the 1914-18 war.

The MfINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
No doubt there are difficulties with regard
to safeguarding all the activities of this
type and bringing them under complete con-
trol. I regret the deal that was made
in this instance but I am glad that restitu-
tion 'has been effected to the ex-Serviceman
in question. I would suggest that either the
bon. member carries out the suggestion of
the member for Maylands with regard to
referring- the full particulars to the institute
or, alternatively, that he supply the full
information to the Lands Department. It
is well known that licenses are granted to
land agents by magistrates, and it is pos-
sible to raise objections to the granting or
renewal of such licenses, which, if my
memory serves me aright, have to he applied
for annually.
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Were circumstances disclosed to the
magistrate, such as those associated with
this instance, I question very much whether
he would be preparec? to renew the agent's
license. I know that if I were in that posi-
dion and a matter like this were definitely
provedl in accordance with the proper rules
of evidence. I would be very disinclined to
look favourably upon an application for the
renewal of such a man's license. These two
courses are open to the member for East
Perth, and I think each would ultimately
lead to the same result. I think that would
result in some retribution upon the person
responsible for such a state of affairs which,
by no stretch of imagination, could be re-
garded as normal or deprive the vendor of
any of his rights, but rather to the contrary.

I certainly hope that not many people
indulge in this practice, and I feel certain
there are not. I have known many reputable
persons who have been engaged in business
as land and estate agents, and I am sure
each one of them would be most desirous
of rendering every assistance possible to
those who approached them for advice or
help in connection with the disposal of their
properties. I am sure the Government
would be willing to render any possible
assistance to prevent, a repetition of any-
thing- of this descriptioin.

Item, Immigration, etc. £11,000.

Mr. MARSHALL: This item shows that
last year the Vote was £32,000 and the ex-
Jpenditure wvas £23,528. This year the esti-
mnate is £1I1,000, or a decrease of £12,528.
Will the Minister give some indication as
to the reason for that drop? Furthermore,
can the Minister give the Committee any
information as to what part the State Gov-
ernment plays in the present immigration
policy?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The expenditure last year was largely d'e-
voted to the matters referred to in the Esti-
mates under this heading, and includes pur-
chases, conversions, equipment, maintenance
and upkeep of depots aind idministrative
costs. With regard to somne of the items,
there have been recoups from the Common-
wealth respecting the expenditure involved.
As to the immigration policy we have very
little say in it.and we have no say in the
selection of the migrants brought here. Our
duty is practically to' hold them and look
after them while they aire here.

Mr. Marshall: And take all the backwash
that they like to hand out because of their
trials and tribulations while coming here.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
That is largely the position, as the hon. mem-
ber has stated. It is not that I think the
position is the most satisfactory that could
be arranged. However, there have been con-
sultations between the Minister in charge
of these matters and the Commonwealth
Minister for Immigration and from the in-
formation I have received, quite desirable
results were obtained and there will be
rather better co-operation between the State
and the Commonwealth in future.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Rural and Industries Bank, £5-
agreed to.

Vote-Agriculture, £-953,241:

HON. J. T. TONKfI (North-East Fre-
mantle) [6.0] : The Minister holding this
portfolio is in another place. Usually, the
Minister for Lands makes some introduction
to the JEstimates, but he is laid up for the
time being and I presume no other Minister
will speak on his behalf. However, I have
something to say on this Vote. During the
discussion in this Chamber on the hanig
over of the Black Diamond coal leases to
Amalgamated Collieries, the Minister for
Housing referred to the fact that when the
Government assumed office it found that coal
was being taken from Amalgamated Col-
lieries without an agreement. He said that
common prudence and elementary adininis-'
tration would have seen that in decent time
the expired agreement was replaced by a
new definite agreement. Shortly after the
Government took office, it lost no time in
handing over to Co-operative Bulk Hokndling
some valuable-State assets. The bulk-handling
installation at Fremantle was raided, accord-
ing to the Auditor General, at £101,690,
while the in~tallation at Bunbury was valued
at £74,000 odd, So a total of approximately
£175,000 of State assets was handed over to
Co-operative Bulk Handling without any
prior discussion as to terms and without any
agreement.

In the case of the Fremantle installation,
the transfer was made on the 29th May, 1947,
so that a period of 21 months has elapsed
without any agreement being made. With
regard to the installation at Bunhury, that
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was handed over on the 1st October, 1947, so
that a period of 17 months has elapsed since
that action was taken. Three times this
session I asked the Minister for Lands
whether any ag-reement bad been executed
and, if so, what was the date upon which
the agreement was completed; and, if not,
when finalisation could be expected. Thek last
question I asked the Minister was as fl
lows:-

1. Have agreements in connection with the
handing over to the control of Co-operative
Bulk Handling Limited. of this State's bulk
wheat handling facilities at Fremantle and
Ruabury on tile 29th May, 1547, and the 1st
October, 1947, respectively, yet been executed?

2. If not, when is it expected that agree-
ments will b.e finalised?

The Minister replied-
1. No. Agreement has been approved of

but not finally executed.
2. Expected shortly.

When T asked a similar question approxi-
mately a, month ago, I was informed that
the matter was almost fixed up, except for
some minor details then still outstanding.
It has taken the Government more than a
month to adjust thos&- minor mattera, but
no agreement has yet been executed. Imagine
the Minister for Housing talking about corn-
mnin prudence and elementary admnistra-
tion requiring that in decent time an agree-
ient would be fixed up, when the Govern-
ment has had a period of 21 months within
which to fix up a simple agreement such as
would be needed in this case, where the com-
pany has been handed the control of State

'assets! It wasi for the Government to fix
the terms and say to Co-operative Bulk
Handling, "These are 'the terms upon which
you are getting this installation." If the
company raised any serious objection, there
could have been some consultation which
should not have occupied, I think, more than
a few weeks. If then there was disagree-
ment, the Government should have said,
"Very well, give the installations hack.",
Instead of that, there is this long period,
which has been permitted to elapse with n&~
a1greement whatever.

The Auditor General drew attention to
the matter in his report for 'the year ended
the 30th June, 1948, but that did not make
any difference. There is still no agreement.
T propose to read some extracts from the
report in order to bring it prominently be-
fore the Treasurer, because he is concerned

in this matter, lie has been increasing rates
and taxes in various ways in order to get
id., here and 2d. there, but here we have
money running to waste, with no attempt
to obtain it. At page 140 of the Auditor
General's report ho has this to say-

Bulk Handling Wheat Facilities.
The Fremnantle Harbour Trust operated the

installation from the 4th Mfarch, 1947, until
it was handed over to the control of Co-
opera tive B Lilk Handling Limited, as f rom t he
29th May, 1947. For that period, tile TruLst
paid to the Treasury a surplus of £C1,633 17s.
6d. after meeting working expenses. Interest
at 4%, per cent. and sinking fund contribu-
tions at 10s. per cent. during that period, as
computed by the Treasury, would amount to
£1,177 7s. 6d., which leaves a net surplus of
£456 10s.
Here again the Treasury made a gain while
the Freman tle Tt arbour Trust wais operating
the installation. The report proceeds-

The Agreement with the Company has yet
to be executed, and it is not possible to set
out in any detail the financial obligations of
the respective parties, as the draft agreement
has not been sighted. It is understood, how-
ever, that the company is to pay a yearly
rent or sum in the aggregate representing
interest at 41/ per cent. on the capital cost
as certified by the Auditor General, and sink-
ing fund contributions as assessed by the
Treasurer in accordance with ordinary
Treasury practice.
"It is understood."' The Auditor General
does not know, and apparently neither does
anybody else. The report proceeds-

In response to a request from thle Treasury,
thle capital cost of the gallery to the 30th
June, 1948, after investigation by the Audit,
was certified on the 5th August, 1948, to be
£101,590 3s. 8rI. Interest and sinking fund
charges from thle date the company took over
thle installation (29th Mafy, 1947), had yet
to be recouped to the State at the 30th
June, 1948.
With regard to the Bunhury installation, the
report states-

The Bulk Wheat Handling Terminal at
Bunbury was vested in the Banbury Harbour
Board as from thue 23rd Dlecember, 1937, and.
its operations were governed by the Bunbury
Harbour Act, 19309, and regulations. The
capital cost of the installation to the 10th
June, 1047, amounted to £674,331 11s. lid.

The control of the installation wats handed
over to Co-operative Bulk Handling, Limited,
as from the 1st October, 1947. The agreement
with the company has yet to he executed,
but it is understood the terms are similar to
those governing the transfer of the facilities
at Fremnantle. A draft agreement has not
been sighted.
What is the cause of this delay? If it were
some poor, private citizen who was behind-
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hand with payment of his water rate;, the
department would proceed against him, and,
if he did not pay, the Minister for Works
would see that his water supply was cut off.
'This company reminds me of a phrase used
from time to time-"'The most favoured
notion clause in agreements." This is the
most favoured company in Western Aus-
tralia, because, whatever it desires to have
duone, it is only necessary for the manager
to have a word with the Honorary Minis-
ter for Agriculture and we have a Bill
brought in to give effect to the request;
or else the request is complied with adminis-
tratively. I object to this, because it is
undue favouritism, a certain firm happen-
ing to have a very happy relationship with
a Minister in the Government. It does not
matter how it affects other sections of the
community, other firms or other interests;
whatever this company wants done, is done.
The Mlinister listens immediately to it and
takes the necessary action. So these State
assets, amounting to about £175,000, were
handed over, and then apparently hiot wor-
ried about by anybody, because 21 months
have elapsed and there is still no agreement
settingr forth the terms.

What will happen if the company refuses
to ag-ree to anything and says, to time Gov-
ernment, "Take the installation hack?" Can'
the Government claim any money from the
vomnpany? The Government has no agree-
nment. Yet we are told that common pru-
deuace and elementary administration would
have seen that, in decent time, there would
hie an agreement. What is a decent time?
Surely 21 months is a hit indecent! Here
we are at the end of the session, the second
.session the Government has been in office,
and yet there is4 no agreement or sign of it,
as far as I am aware. I hope the Govern-
nient will have the agreement fixed up, so
that we can be made aware of its terms. I
wish to refer to another matter, namely, the
haulage of superphosphate. For years it
had been the practice of the Railway De-
partment to grant a concession rate for the
hanulage of superphosphate provided it was
hauled during, certain months of the year.
The purpose was to induce farmers to take
delivery of their superphosphate before
they were actually ready for it, and so
spread the load.and enable the Railway De-
partment to transport the necessary quan-
tity.

L1l1)

After this Government took office, it
apparently decided, without giving much
thought to the matter or to the result, to
provide for the concession rate to apply
over the whole year. The obvious result
of that action was to remove the incentive
which previously existed for farmers to take
the superphosphate at a time when it was
not ordinarily taken. The Government soon
realised that that was the result, because
those farmers who had previously taken ad-
vantage of the concession rate and had
taken their superphoaphate at a time when
they did not actually require it, delayed
their orders because they had no incentive
to put them in earlier.

Thme Minister for Railways: The only
snperphosphate taken out in that time was
potato superphosphate.

lion. J. T. TONKIN: In order to remedy
that situation, the Government had to pay
a subsidy.

The Minister for Railways: It did not.

lon. J. T. TONKIN: It did.
The Minister for Railways: It did not!

have to remedy anything.

lHon. J. T. TONKIN: The Government
had to p5ay a subsidy. The Minister had
better read the report of the Commissioner
of Railways. The Government had to use
the taxpayers' money to provide a further
incentive for the farmers. In my opinion,
that was very bad administration.

Sittinzg suspentded from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Before tea I was
endeavouring to illustrate that this Govern-
ment was favourinz sections of the conm-
munity at the expense of the general tax-
payer. I mentioned that it was a had policy
to spread over the whole of the year the
caaeeszion rates for the carrying of super-
phosphate, because that removed the induce-
meat for farmers to take the super daring
the monrths when it was most convenient for
the Railway Department to handle it, and
because ofT that the Government was obliged
to pay 'a special subsidy in order to have
the super carried during October, November
and December. The Minister for Railways
interjected that it had regard only to a very
small quantity-that being used by potato
growers. That is not so, at all. It cost the
Treasurer £35,000 for this special subsidy,
apart altogether from what it cost for eon-
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cessions over the months where it did not
previously appiy. This, however, can more
properly be discussed when we are dealing
,with the Railway Estimates.

I come now to the question of vermin. I
have here the report in "The West Aus-
tralian" of the Policy speech of the present
Minister for Education whb was tfien, as
he is now, Leader of the Country and Demo-
cratic League. It will be recalled that he was
chairman of the Royal Commission that in-
quired into vermin in this Sta-te and made
certain recommendations. The main recom-
mendation was that the responsibility for
getting rid of vermin should be taken from
the owners of the land and placed else-
where, at the expense of the general tax-
payer. 1, as Minister, declined resolutely
to introduce legislation to that end, at which
the present Minister was very wrath, say-
ing that the Bill being introduced by me on
behalf of the Wise Government was worth
very little and made scarcely any contri-
hution. towards remedying the position.
When the election came along, in order no
doubt to win the support of large numbers of
farmers in our country areas, the present
Minister for Education said -this-,7if he was
reported correctly-

Steps would be taken to give effect to the
recommendations of the Royal Commission
on Vermin.

They are very halting steps. Apparently the
baby has not yet commenced to walk. When
I was Minister this was said to he a most
urgent matter and members then on the
Opposition side of the House moved a
special motion, pointing out the urgency of
the matter and deploring the fact that the
then Government was not introducing legis-
lation to give effect to the recommendations
of the Royal Commission. Later there was a
change of Government and the present Min-
ister, who was chairman of that Royal Com-
mission, came into office with the support
of people who were pleased to accept the
promise that something would be done. How-
ever, nothing has been done and this very
urgent matter has now been forgotten by
the Government.

The Minister for Education: No, you can-
not get away with that.

lion. J. T. TONKIN: All last session
went by with no attempt to deal with this
very urgent matter or give effect to the re-
4'ommendlations of the Royal Commission-

Now this session has practically gone by,
still with no attempt to deal with thi.4 urgent
matter or give effect to the promises that
were made. It is extremely unlikely that
we will see anything of such legislation in
the last session before the next election, be-
cause it would involve imposing a tax on
all landholders, urban and ruruti, and that
would not be much good to the Liberal
Party. As there has been no vermin legis-
lation up till now it can be assumed that
there will not be any.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: The Liberal Part~y
could kick the Country Party out.

MXr. Leslie: Is this just rough guessing?

Hon. J. T. TONKtIN: No, it is shrewd
calculation. Has the Government suffered
from palsy all this time?

Mr. Leslie: it has had a mess to get ther
coun try out of, to begin with.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Is that why you are
running away?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: When I was
Minister this was said to be an urgent matter
and the Bill I introduced was, in the opinion
of the present 'Minister for Education, of
no value whatever. Because he thought that

. way, he made the people the promise that
he would give effect to the recommendations
of the Royal Commission, but no steps have
yet been taken to fulfil that promise. It is
practically certain that steps will not be
taken to introduce such legislation next ses-
sion. Perhaps it might be said that be-
cause this Government is in power vermin
is no longer a menace.

Mr, Leslie: I would not say that.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I will quote one or
two short extracts from the report of the
Department of Agriculture for the year 1947.
At page 39 under the heading of "Vermin
Destruction" we find the following:-

However, where. Vermin Boards and indi-
viduals have not realised that the general re-
duction in rabbit numbers has presented an
unusual opportunity for eradication, the
present promise of a goad season following
early rains and the consequent lengthening
of the breeding season will most likely re-
sult in an appreciable increase in numbers ini
the future.
There was a suggestion that the time was
ripe for action to be taken, but that did not
mean a thing to the Government that
should have taken steps to give effect to the
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recommendations of the Royal Commission.
}'trther on that report said-

Unfortunately in some areas there is an in-
clination for landholders to leave the problem
of destroying wild dogs to the trappers em-
p loyed by the department and such lan4-
holders often fail to meet their responsibili-
ties for destroying dogs on their own pro-
perties.

That is particularly important becapse the
mnain recommendation of the Royal Commis-
.ion was that the landholders should 'be re-
lieved of the responsibility of doing any-
thing- on their own properties, and that the
general taxpayer should find the money' for
at systemn of mobile units, which would be a
vecry costly proposition.

The Minister for Educeation: That was
not related to wild dogs.

Haon. J. T. TONKIN: It related to ver-

min generally.

The Minister for Education: Mainly to
rabbits.

H~on. J. T. l'ONKIN: That is a good
thing,' because, if it would have taken the
expenditure I ant advised would have keen
involved to cope with rabbits only, the Pre-
mier would have been bankrupt had lie had
to find the money to deal with wild dogs in
the same way. The proposal had regard
to relieving landholders of the r-espousibility
for doing anything about vermin, and what
was to he done was to be done at half the
cost. The cost was to be borne by the general
taxpayers, because it was proposed to apply
a tax to all rural and urban land. That is
why' we have seen nothing of this legisla-
tion. It is much too big a moutbfnl for
some members of Cabinet to sallow. What
an enjoyable time we will have in this
Chamber itf such legislation ever does see
the light of day; and what an interesting
time for Ministers!

It is safe to say that even if the proposal
reached Cabinet it would there he laid aside,
Members can see howv easy it is, when bid-
ding for office, to miake promises to the
people, and how much more difficult it is,
when one- has assumed office, to fulfil those
promises. Here ire have the leader of a
Party, a man who was chairman of the
Royal Commission and therefore fully alive
to the recommendations of that commission,
making a promise to the country people as
a hid for support. He promised that, if his
party were returned, steps would be taken
to give effect to the recommendations of the

commission. I hope the Minister will tell
the Committee what steps have been taken,
beyond writing a few lines on a sheet of
paper somewhere. That was the line be
took about the commencement of building.
The buildings were said to have been com-
menced when something appeared on a file
in connection with them, bitt that will not
do in regard to this legislation. The plain
fact is that the Government has had ample
time to fulfil its promise but has not at-
tempted to do so.

Had the legislation been brought do-wn
and defeated, the Government could not
have been blamed, but no such action has
been taken. We have had hefor! us num-
erous Bills dealing with all sorts of .sub-
jeets in no way connected with the pro.
mnises made ait the election, yet here, is a
matter said to be of the greatest importance,
anti one upon which the previoug Govern-
meat was supposed not to have taken y
action. In the opinion of the present, Alin-
4ster and those who then supported him in
Opposition, it was a matter that required
immediate attention. They said the only
,vay of dealing with it was to give effect toi
the recomniend~itions. The Mfinister know.,
what has to be done, as he helped to frame
those findings and he now occupies an inm-
portant position in Cabinet as well as being
responsible for having made those promises.
Yet, not a sign of fulfilment! Of course, it
does become difficult when the policy of one
party in a composite Government conflicts
with that of the other, and then, of course,
it is a time When an honourable undertak-
ing must give way to expediency.

Hon. A. I?. G. Hawke:- Do you think Mr.
Downing is in favour of this?

]Eon. J. T. TONKIN: I can hardly
imasgine that he would favour it.

The Premier: I can assure you that there
is no conflict.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN. The Premier can
also assure me that we will not see the leg-
islation.

The Premier:- Not this session,

Ron, J. T. TONKIN: Nor next session!
When I referred to this matter before, the
Minister for Education interjected that it
mig~ht be here this year, or words to that
effect, I did not have time to turn up the
statement, but he knows full well what he
said.
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The Minister for Education: &ad a Bill
has been drafted since that time.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Yes, very mouch
in the draught; I should think almost out
of the window.

IMr. Rodoreda: Like the houses that are
being built; the plans are done,

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I only felt it desir-
able to remind the -Minister in case he had
forgotten.

The Minister for Housing: A Christmas
message.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: it is as well that
in these matters which are of some difficulty,
the Government should not be allowed to
forget. 'Next session, possibly the, subject
will be raised again.

M. LESLIE (Mt. Marshall) [7.47]:
The firs-t subject I want to touch on is that
relating to soil conservation. We have on
the statute book an Act permitting the de-
partment to take rather wide action with'
soil conservation. Local governing authori-
ties in rural areas, and. also farmers
themselves, are rather concerned that soil
erosion-wind erosion in particular, on the,
lighter lands-is becoming more marked
every year and it is necessary that some de-
finite steps should be taken in order to arrest
this drift. Some of the road boards have
of their own volition taken action, after
prevailing on the farmers voluntarily to re-
frain from clearing land on their bound-
aries which adjoin the road for at least
half a chain inside the farm.

Most of the farmers, with whom 1 have
been personally in contact, have arced to
the suggestion of the road boards, and a
great many of them are quite agreeable to
that stretch of land being resumed by the
Government for the purpose of soil conser-
vation- The local governing authorities
are prepared to co-operate fully in dealing
with this problem, but the resumption of
this land involves the question of surveys
and expense and I submit to the Govern-
int that it might, during the coming year,
and early in the year too, consider the ques-
tion of undertaking the necessary survey
with their own officaers, or getting the
officers of the local authorities to do it if
they have the necessary qualifications, and
to bear the necessary expense.

It is also suggested that in all futurea
surveys it be the policy of the Government
that the roads- and I am referring more
particularly to the lighter land areas-in
those areas be two chain roads with one chain
of uncleared land on either side. Local gov-
erning authorities arc encouraging farmers
to leave uncleared patces along their sub-
divisional fences. The suggestion has been
advanced by quite a number of farmers that
on this lighter land the maximum to be
cleared and allowed by law should be a mile
in extent either way, so that the natural
gro~hh or break is permitted to remain in
that area, If this could be brought in by
regulation, all right. If not, the Government
might more profit ably engage in drawing up
a Hill for the next session of Parliament to
make it compulsory for this restriction to
be imposed 6ver a specified area.'

I am not saying that aL mile should be the
specified maximum of the land that should
be allowed to be cleared in this lighter land
country. I believe it is necessary that de-
finite action should be taken in this regard,
and it should he taken as speedily as pos-
sible. -My next remark will be a repl]y to
the statements of the member for North-East
Fremantle. I wish to express my thanks to
t-he Government for the assistance it has
given in dealing with vermin in my else-
tOrate, at any rate. Becanse I have erperi-
once of what has been done, I will, for the
benefit of the member for North-East Fre-
mantle say that whether the Government
has gone the whole hog in connection with
the -recommendations of the Rtoyal Commis-
sion, or not, it has done a lot more to deal
with vermin than has the previous Glovern-
ment.

Hon. J, T. Tonkin: Say something to
prove it.

Mr. LESLIE: If I had had notice of that
xemark I could have gone through the lisl
and told the hon. member. I could hare
given given him all the information he de-
sires. I assure him 'that the urgency of the
position as it existed when I joined in the
debate on the motion to which he referred
has been relieved. Something more remains
to be done. Not being a member of the
Government I do not know what is being
AInne, but I am sat isfied "something mnore
must be done. -The present Government ap-
pears to he more alive to the necessity for
action than was the Labour Government.



1110 DEsCEMBER, 1948.1 31

One of the recommendations of the Royal
Commission was for the provision of a fence
to the north of the outer stock-raising areas.
I do know the feeling of the Government to-
wards that project, and I am satisfied that
if the necessary wire had been available last
year the fence would have either been com-
pleted or commenced by this time. I know
that every effort was made to secure this
necessary wire.

Hon, A. H. Pardon: What is th- good of
puttincr uip fences. Everyone goes through
the gates.

Mr. LESLIE: They would not with this
one, because there will be no gates. This
other fact comes readily to my mind. One
of the major troubles t hat was in existence
at that time was the emus. We were left
to struggle along the best way we could.
In order to convince the Government and
Parliament of the trouble they caused I went
to the trouble of bringing down a bird for
members, of the House to see. During the
last 12 months the Government has made a
substantial amount of money available to
farmers to destroy this pest not only on
their own property but wherever they saw
it.

Only in recent times the Minister for Agri-
culture made a concession to farmers, or
persons approved by a local governing,
authority, to travel the fence and destroy
ve-mn a-, they came down. The effectiveness
of that action can be ganged when I say
that one week-end two men got 260 bird s
and the next week-end got a further 230.
It can therefore be realised what destruction
they wrought among the birds, and the de-
struction the birds would have caused if they
bad not been destroyed. The question of
grasshoppers was raised earlier this session,
hut let me assure the member from North-
East Fremantle that we are still concerned
with the destruction of this pest. The indi-
cations this year are that they will be, given
a favourable season, in far larger numbers
next year unless they are dealt with.

I find that on the Vote we are discussing
considerably more money is being supplied
to deal with the problem. For the benefit of
the member for North-East Fremantle, re-
gardini!) the requirements of the farmers on
the vrnin problem, the main concern was,
and stilt is, that under the set-up nil the
money rirovided by the Glovernment shall
not go into mere inspections in chasing the

farmers to do the job. It should be made
available for the purpose of actual destruc-
tion of vermin. That is being done at pre-
sent by way of an increase in the bonus, as
an encouragement to people to get out and
destroy vermin, not only on their own pro-
perty but on those adjoining. As much
money as possiblef should be made available
as an encouragement to all concerned to do
their best to eradicate vermin.

MR. 'MANN (Beverley) [75] I only
rose to join in the debate because of the
conflict of opinion that is evident. I am
greatly concerned about the delay in varry-
ing out the recommendations of the Vermin
Royal Commission owing to the fact that
the subject-matter of that inquiry is becom-
ingr miore and more of a menace. There
seems to be a hesitancy on the part of suc-
cessive Governments 'to tax the people of
the metropolitan area with a view to dssist-
ing those in the country. I am very die-
flp)oiniltd that the present Glovernment has
not brought diown a Bill embodying all the
recommendations of the Royal Commission.
I know the previous aovernmeat shied clear
of the question although often enough urged
by our side of the Chamber to act.

The report was fqmed by members of
this House, several of whom are of the
Labour Party, aind I am disgusted that
nothing is being done about it. The rabbit
menace is getting worse and worse. If we
have two or three favourable seasons from
now on the rabbits in. the Great Southern
will completely wvipe out the farmers there.
I am a farmer and know what I am talking
about and I see this coming. I hope next
session the Government will decide to give
effect to the full findings of the Royal Corn-
mission.

'Mr. Rodoreda: No hope.
Mr. MANN: I shall try to push the Gov-

ernment into doing so.

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: Be careful.
Mr. MANN: What do we find? 'Members

of the Opposition, some of whom served on
the Royal Commission, are no longer inter-
ested in this prohlem, any more than they
ware when in power. They, too, dio not like
taxing city people for tho sake of helping
ihose in the country. Plenty of opportunity
has been afforded to members of all parties
in the House to deal with this serious prob-
lem, but there is inaction everywhere. -
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Mr. Rodoreda: What are you going to certain things agitating the minds of people
do0 about it!

M.%r. MANN: What can "'e do, with the
Chamber constituted as it is? I hope that
next session the Government will bring down
a Bill to give effect to the findings of the
Royal Commnissioni. The vermin question
is going to be a very' serious one, especially
for members of my pfli ty, during the next
12 months. It we allow the rabbits and
foxes to increase, the position in the farm-
ing areas will lie very serious indeed. We
also have to bear in mind that dingoes are
now infesting many' stations. Well, the
member for -North-East Fremantle put up
his ease and] I am anxious to hear the Min-
istrr's rely. Had the member for North-
East Freniantle. when in oftice, brought
down a Hill embodying the unanimous re-
comniendations of the Royal Commission,
.something mighlt hove beeni accomplished,
but to me it seems to be a game of pass-
ing the buck.

lion. J. T. Tonkin: But it was not the
Labour flove,nent's policy to give effect
to it. We did not accept the report.

Mr. MANN: The then Government did
accept it. It is idle for the hon. member
to say that. The Labour Government w-,
just as much responsible as is the present
Government for the fact that effect has not
been given to the findings of the commis-
sion. The memiber for Mt. Marshall tried
to convince us that the vermin trouble has
been dealt with effectively, and my object ir
speaking was to refute his statement. I sa~y
that rabbits are comintr in in hordes an'l
invading the forming properties. The great-
est troubles in the Mit. M.%arshall district,
with its huffc area, might probably arise
from emuts and g-rasshopplers, but the great-
est menace to the wheat farmers is the rab-
hit n~est. fanless some attempt is made to
eek this vermin, not only in the wheat-
roiwing areas, ])at also in the South-West,
the position will be very serious. I hope
the Minister will be prqliared to tell us that
as soon as the next session begins a Bill
will be introduced to give effect to the find-
ings of the Royal Commission.

I Mr. Brand took the Chair.]

MR. MARSHALL ('Murchison) [8.21: 1
think this is the first occasion on which I
have offered any comments on the Vote of
the Minister for Agriculture, but there are

far removed from the metropolitan area. I
refer to consumable goods such as are mar-
keted two or three times a week at the
Metropolitan Markets, nrid the time is op-
portune to remind the Minister that some
action should be taken.

Since the close of the wvar, buyers have
entered the market for produce that is urg-
cntly needed by our own people and are ex-
porting it. In view of that action, the prices
of these commodities have soared sky high.
The Minister for Water Supply has not
given us a reduction in the price of water,
although a reduction has been promised for
a long time, and so it is not possible for
people in these isolated places to grow vee-
tables for themselves.

Some time ago I took this matter up with
the Honorary Minister for Agriculture and
directed his attention to the extortionate
prices these commodities were bringing in
the market. He expressed the opinion that
completition would gradually ease because
buyers for export were declining in number.
I 'have often made the statement that the
jpeople in the outback parts have to put up
with a great deal of inconvenience. They
cannot grow vegetables for themselves and
cannot get vegetables even of the poor qual-
it 'y available in the metropolitan area. Their
position is bad enough without having the
additional disadvaintage of almost prohibi-
tive prices caused by this competition. The
Minister should consider reserving a quan-
tity of these goods for local consumption,
more particularly for the people on the
Goldfields and in the isolated areas.

The 'Minister for Education: If the ex-
p~ort market is the trouble, the only thing
would be to get a prohibition on export
licenses from the Commonwealth.

Mr. M1ARSHALL: I believe that would
be one avenue, but I am not sure that the
State has not control over locally-grown
products and I believe it could reserve a
quantity for local consumption. I would not
mind if the Prices Commissioner would say
that the local price should be the price for
export less all the charges, transport costs,
etc. on the exported goods. That would be
fair, hut it is ironical that produee sold
through our own markets should be supplied
only at prohibitive prices.

I feel that a very important industry in
this State will find itself in an extremely
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(difficult position unless there is some change
in the marketing of the product. I had oc-
casion to purchase some bananas not long
ago to take to a party who was sick in hos-
pital. I bought one pound consisting of
three bananas, and the price worked out at
Gd. each. I am not complaining of having
to pay 6d. each, but I point out that
bananas of the same quality could have been
purchased before the war for 2s. a dozen. I
consider that the growers at Carnarvon are
not treating the community very fairly.
Ultimately, I believe that these high prices
will do the industry no good. We shall be
getting bananas from Queensland and else-
where and I doubt whether Carnarvon ean
produce fruit of equal flavour or quality.
There is something wrong when people have
to pay four times the price for bananas that
they paid before the war.

Hon. E, H. H. Hall! A start is being
made to grow bananas at Geraldton.

Mr. MARSHALL: I doubt whether it
will be successful; I do not think the cli-
mate is suitable.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: At any rate a start
is being made.

Mr. MARSHALL; Have a go at it by all
means! I am not sufficiently versed in the
industry to be able to say what the experi-
ence there is likely to he.

Hon. E. H. R. Hall: They will be of
better quality than the Carnarvon bananas.

Mr, MARSHALL: We are all inclined
to blow our ownl trumpets a little. I visited
Carnarvon a Month or two. ago and what I
saw of the industry was a revelation to me.
It is certainly en industry of great value to
the State. However, I do not think it will
ever be able to compete against the im-
ported article if the present extortionate
prices are maintatine-d. There is certainly
something wrong somewhere, and if the
Minister wishes to preserve the industry, the
matters I have mentioned should receive
consideration.

THE hflNISTER rOR EDUCATION
(Hon. A. F. Watts-{atanning, for the
Minister for Lands) [8.9]: 1 feel that
I must make some reply to one or two
of the observations, starting with those
of the member for North-East Fremantle
who, at intervals during this session and
also last session, has taken steps to criti-
cisc, almost to vilify, the concern known as

Co-operative Bulk Handling, Ltd. In con-
sidering this matter, I ask myself, "Which
side of the House was it that introduced
the legislation to give Co-operative Bulk
Handling, Ltd. all the powers, rights and
authorities which it received, wvhich gave it
its corporate existence, which enabled it to
carry on the Wvork it is doing, and which
placed it, before the present Government
took office, in the position of being the sole
monopolistic handler of bulk wheat in this
State'?" It was not this party that did that.

Hon. J, T. Tonin: It was this party that
did it, and I am very proud of it, too.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
I an very glad to hear that; it is the point
I was about to make. Therefore there can-
not be very much wrong with Co-operative
Bulk Handling, Ltd. Let us now go a little
further and review its operations. Ta it a
proft-making concern? The answer is
"No." It has, I think, but eight share-
holders, who hold one share each and draw
no dividends. The shares, I understand, are
£E1 each, end were issued in that manner in
order to comply with the provisions of the
Companies Act of 1893. It was money sub-
scrihed by the wheatgrowers of the State
in the manner provided by legislation pass-
ed' by Parliament, Co-operative Bulk
Han dling, Ltd. has put into operation
throughout the country districts some hun-
dreds of railway sidings and an inexpen-
sive, but extremely effective system of
handling bulk wheat, The effectiveness of
it compares. favourably with far more ex-
pensive installations in other parts of the
Commonwealth. The inexpensiveness com-
pares more than favourably with similar
installations.

So Why Should the Governm 'ent of today,
when dealing with the company, of which
the member for North-East Freman tle a
moment ago said he was very proud, and
as to which there is no question of its finan-
cial capacity and business probity, he un-
willing to ens bl;B it to take over something
that was installed at the ports of Freinantle
and Bunbury eixpressly for the purpose of
handling hulk wheat and putting it into
the ships'? Why, having spreed to do that
upon reasonable terms-

Hon. J, T. Ton kin: What are the terms;?
Nobody has heard about them.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Why should the Government he continually

y
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bombarded by the hon. member because it
has not, in connection with this company
of undoubted financial ability and probity,
presented to the House a finalised agree-
ment'?

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: You know there has
not been any agreement.

The MITNISTER FOR EDUCATION:
I know that the terms of the agreement
are settled and] lack all but finality.

Hon. J1. T. Tonkin: Yes, after 21 months.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
There is one point in dispute. I am advised
by the Crown Law Department that, if it
were a question of obtaining from the com-
pany the reasonable charges that had to be
obtained for the occupation and use of the
premises, they could be obtained today.
While I agree that the matter should be
transmitted into an agreement, and that the
agreement should he completed as early as
possible, I say without fear of successful
contradiction that the attitude of the mem-
her for 'North-East Fremantle during this
session and to some extent during last ses-
sion, every time the company's name was
mentioned, has been to endeavour to imply
that its transactions with this Govern-
nient or vice Versa have beex'such as not to
merit even reasonable consideration.

Hon. J. TI. Tonkin: The company is get-
flag too many favours at the expense of the
general taxpayers.

The INISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The company is getting no favours at the
expense of the general taxpayers. What the
eoinpany is gettinX it is receiving because
of the great service it is doing for the com-
munity in respect of an industry which the
Leader of the Oppositioi, now absent,
stated on more than one occasion from this
side of the House is one of the greatest
economic resources of the State. For that
reason and because they are not a profit-
making condern, and because 'they are
doing a job which the (lovernment of the
day entrusted them to do and are doing it
efficiently they are entitled to whal reason-
Ale considersi ion any Glovernment of this
State can give them. I say without any
fear of contradiction that they have re-
ceived no more favo-iritism or favourable
consideration froni this Gornment than
they have received in the paszt from the
(lovernment drawn from members on the

opposite side of the House. We all know
hat this comipany has conferred a very

great service upon the community.

Let me turn now to the matter of soil
erosion to which reference was made by
the member for Mlt. 'Marshall. I amt ad-
visied that through the work of the soil
conservationi service soil erosion control
nmethods suited to local roil and climiatic
conditions are now being demonstrated in
severul parts of the wheatbelt and that
farmers and local authorities are seeking
a greater extension of those activities. The
Luse of aerial photography for land-use
capaibility and soil salinity surveys has
contributed greatly to fast and accurate
work, and demands for this type of ser-
vice are greater than the capacity to mnee
them.

I think the hon. membler may rest a--
S11red that those in charge of this sub-
d1: '1irtrrt of' the fState, are most andxouls
to ea~uirv that the best method,, are de-
veloped and that the mneans used at the
present time and the inquiries aind investi-
gations being made must contribute to-
wards that end. I would like In) zav a
word about the destruction of wild dogs.
T have already by interjection informed
the memnber for North-East Fremnantle that
a Bill to deal with the vermin question
has been drafted and is under considers-
tion.

Hfon. J. T. Tonkin: T suppose Cabinet
will not accept it.

The MINISTER FOR EDUC'(ATION:\'-
That is a flshing excursion into which I
decline to he driawn at thi-; juncture. I
said it wasq under cronsideration and I con-
tent myself with stopping at that point.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Very wisely, too!

The MINISTE'? FOR EDUCATION':
May I tell the hon. gentleman that it wa;
decided not to inflict the Bill uion the
House this session on account of the late--
ness% of its arrival, The Premier has already
told the hon. member what aight be
rewarded as the remainder of his answer.
Revertincg to wild do*ts, I would say that the
success of the aerial baiting which has been
tried in the North-West and Unper Mur-
chison areas has been very great. During
Oc-tober. large-scale aerial baiting against
wild dogs was carried out. Difficult moun-
tainous and desert areas; were covered, as
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supplementary to ground patrol work over
the past three years, and 285,000 baits were
dropped during 13 flights, from about 500
feet. Generally, areas covered by the wild
dog destruction scheme in the North-West
are now showing a reduction in dlingoes, and
pastoralists are reporting a reduction of
sheep losses. For the information of the
member for Mlt. M.Narshall I would point out
that the total number of emu beaks paid for
under the scheme was 8,000 in nine months.

Regarding what was said by the member
for 'Murchison on the vegetable lproblem-I
take it that is what he was referring to, the
expression he used being consumable stores
in the metropolitan area-I am sympathetic
with his point of view, Much of what he
said could have been better dealt with under
price control. There is no difficulty in grow-
ing vegetables in this part of the State. The
diffeulty appears to be in marketing them
under such conditions that a steady level
of price likely to maintain the producer in
business is provided while at the same time
the consumer is given a fair spin. Unfor-
tunately there is a glut in certain types of
vegetables wvhen it is least expected, some-
times on, account of climatic conditions, and
sometimes on account of lack of co-ordina-
tion in the growing of them; because growers
who are so many miles apart are not aware
of what each other is doing.

Consideration has been given to the matter
with a view to finding some way out of the
difficulty without imposing compulsory con-
trol, which I think would be anathema to
growers in this case and difficult to apply.
Consideration has been given to discovering
some way of stabilising the position. It
would he untruthful to say that any solution
had been found, but we are earnest in our
desire to do something that will help) in the
direction indicated by the hon. member,
which I take to be the stabilising of the re-
turn to the producer on a fairly reasonable
and maintained level while at the some time
seeing that terrific increases in price are
not imposed at times on consumers. All
I can say is that the inquiries will be con-
tinued, and if any rational and sensible Pro-
p'osal can be evolved I shall be happy to
give it what assistance I can.

Iteal, Rabbit and- other Vermin eratdica-
tion andt rpkeep of Rabbit Proof Fence,
t!20,400:

Hon. J1. T. TONKIN: I am sure the
Committee could not have been impressed

by the statement of the Minister that legis-
lation has been drafted and is now under
consideration in connection with vermin
eradication. A Bill that is drafted in the office
will not eradicate vermin, and I would point
out that the Government has taken two
years to reach this stage. Then we get the
excuse that the Bill was not brought here
because it is too late in the session. That
is no excuse for or explarntion of the failure
of the Government to make good the pro-
mise made to the electors that full effect
wcould he given to the recommendations of
the Royal Commission.

That was the proinise-not that a few
extra pounds would be spent in paying for
emu beaks or that a few extra grasshoppers'
eggs would be ploughed up, but that full
effect would be given to the Royal Commis-
sion's recommendations. There are many
stages through which a Bill has to pass after
it has been drafted and before it gets to
Parliament. It has to be acceptable to
Cabinet to begin with. Then if this Bill is
to give full effect to the recommendations
of the Commission it will mean an additional
tax onl land. That suggestion will have a
pretty thorny passage in the Cabinet, con-
stituted as it is; and it wvill have a pretty
bad time in this House, I should imagine.
So it does nlot get us far to say that after
two years a Bill is being drafted.

The M1INISTER FOR. EDUCATION:
The Government has been trying to do the
job. Legislation will not destroy vermin.
Activity' plus legislation may do so, although
I doubt it. But the Government engaged in
a good deal of activity in this direction in
the last 18 to 21 months.

Vote l)ut and passed.

VotesR-College of Agriculture, f_07,341;
Lab our, £6,500; Factories, £14,000-agreed
to.

Vote-Chief Secretary, )E3g-002:

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. A.
V. R. Abbott-North Perth) [8.25]: I
would like to make a few comments about
this department. The vote for bead office
is £37,002, an increase of £6,923 on last
year's expenditure, due mainly to increases
in salaries and wages and the administer-
ing by the department of rent control for
which an amount of £1,592 has been set
aside for staff requirements. 'Members will
recall that by an amendment to the Act last
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session authority was vested in the rent
inspector to determine a fair rent in re-
spect of shared accommodation. This is an
important responsibility,, and up to date
approximately 200 applications have been
dealt with. Successful prosecutions have
been launched for the charging of rent in
excess of the standard rent, and for pay-
ment for the key or charging for informna-
tion as to a. tenancy or the obtaining' of a
tenancy; and State-wide advices by corres-
pondence regarding over-charges of rent
have resulted in many refunds being made.

Efficient rent control is part of the for-
ward policy of the Government and will con-
tinue while the need exists. During the
year the Government appointed a field offi-
cer to carry 7iut investigations in connec-
tion with imparts and exports of goods by
air 'and rail from and to the Eastern'
States, and this has been of considerable
benefit in increasinig efficiency in respect of
statistics covering interstate trade. I turn
now to the Prisons Estimates. The
amount required for this year's services is
£60,311, an increase of £4,659 on last year's
expenditure. Here again the increase is due
mainly to salaries, basic wvage and staff in-
creases arising from the 40-hour week. Re-
ferring to the Tourist Bureau Estimates, the
Vote asked for is £14,751. Last year the ex-
penditure was £12,980 so that the increased
Vote sought is £1,771.

The bureau continues to be busy and de-
mand for holiday travel and accommodation
did not abate during the year. The Alsti-
mates for the Harbour and Light Depart-
inent provide for a Vote of £E50,730, an in-
crease of £C6,417 on last year's expenditure,
doe to increases in salaries, wages and cost
of maintaining lighthouses, equipment, etc.
The activities of this department are mainly
of an administrative nature, and the revenue
is small. The department has considerable
responsibilities, and, like others, where the
duties are mainly administrative, there has
been considerable expenditure.

Vote put and passed.

Votes--Registry and Fri endly Societies,.
£26,640; Prisous, £669,811-n greed to.

l'ot -C bserratory, B1,790:

Mr. MARSHALL: I feel that this is un-
necessary expenditure on, the part of the
state. it is Commonwealth work. The Pre-
mier has been at his wits' end to get revenue

to tide him over the rest of the year, am(
here be could save an amount of nearl2
X2,000. I would like to know if negotia
tions have been entered into between thi
State and the Commonwealth to decide whn
shall pay this annual sum. The work it
Commonwealth in its nature.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL. The worLt
of the department is of a utility nature it
many respects. it supplies all time signah
for the Applecross wireless station, anid fox
the information of ships trading along out
coast and elsewhere. It assists the aviation
companies operatinag here. Its work is tc
some extent scientific in that it keeps a record
of all earth movements, and that inform a-
tion is despatched to 38 different stations
throughout the world. It supplies informa-
tion in connection with the North-West tides,
which is essential for shipping in those parts
to be run to a proper time-table. The cost
of running the department is not very high,
the estimate this year being only £1,790.
There has been, as far as I am aware, no
aeceotance of responsibility by the Common-
wealth Government, nor has that Govern-
ment ever made any offer to take over this
responsibility.

Mr. Mfarshall: I want to know why we
Should continue to pay this amount-

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: We are a
sovereign State.

Mr. Marshall: The Attorney General has
Pointed out that the ramifications of this
deportment are of a Commonwealth charac-
ter. It is no responsibility of ours to meet
from Consolidated Revenue expenditure
which should rightly be homne by the Com-
monwvealth Government.

Mr. RODOREDA: I find myself in agree-
ment with the member for Murehison, and
the Minister's reply confirms my opinion.
Every activity he described is wholly and
.solely h Commonwealth one. The inform a-
tion in connection with the tides in the
North-West is essential to shipping, but so
are the lighthouses which are maintained by
the Commonwealth. The Commonwealth Gov-
ernment has its own meteorological depart-
ment in connection with civil aviation and it
gives all the weather reports. I think this is
eomnpletely a Commonwealth activity and
the Government, in the course of its negotia-
tions with the Commonwealth, should see
whether it will take it over. The observa-
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tory will absorb nearly the whole of the
taxes which the State will receive as a
result of a Bill recently introduced by the
Premier. Under that Act the bakers of this
country will contribute about £20 a year.

IMr. Marshall: They have plenty of dough!

Mr. RODOBEDA: The sum of £2,000 is
pretty important to the Premier if he hat
to bring down a Bill of that nature. He
would save that amount if he allowed the
Commonwealth to take over the observatory.

Vote put and passed.

Votes-Tourist Bureau, £914,751; Harbour
and Light and Jetties, £50,730; North-West
Generaly, £200-agreed to.

Vote-Mines, £205,699:

THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING
(Hon. Rt. R. McDonald-West; Perth)
[8.37]: On behalf of the Minister for Mines,
I propose to give a few particulars of the
work of this department. The total expendi-
ture for the current year is estimated at
£205,690, an increase on that of last year of
£20,042. The revenue for the current year
is estimated at £63,456, which is slightly less
than that of last year, namely, £65,196. The
1947 calendar year produced 703,886 fine
ounces of gold valued at £C7,575,574, being
an increase over the 1946 production of
86,922 fine ounces. Far the first ten months
of this calendar year the output was 549,633
fine ounces, which is 37,639 fine ounces be-
low that for the same period of 1947.

The position of the industry is known
to the members of the State Government
who have made active approaches to the
Commonwealth Government for some action
to increase the value of gold by any appro-
priate means, such as a rise in price, a sub-
sidy per ounce, or the removal of control to
Permit of free marketing. The Common-
wealth has agreed to give assistance, but
only on a limited scale. So far only four
companies have been approved for assist-
ance, namely, Big Bell, Paringa, South Kal-
gurui and Enterprise. During the year the
Emu mine at Agnew and the Phoenix at
Kalgoorlie ceased operations, and those
closures, with that of Wiluna earlier, have
of couirse been mainly responsible for the
reduction in annual output.

The Wiluna and Phoenix mines ceased
because the ore bodies became unpay-
able, but it is hoped that the Emu will re-

open at some future date. Before closure,
the State Government provided funds for
the Emu mine to be carefully sampled so
that prospective investors would have fufll
information. Normally, these mines would
be replaced by others, aind there are a num-
ber in advanced stages of development, such
as Mt. Charlotte at Kalgoorlie, Porphyry at
Edjudina, Bullfinch at Southern Cross,
N.G.M. at Nevoria and the Burbanks near
Coolgardie. Present-day costs and other
difficulties are delaying the commencement
of production, but when they do produce,
a considerable extension ini output and
employment will result.

The department is continuing its geo-
logical survey work, and at present is com-
pleting an examination of the Coolgardie
field. ,Largely as a result of this work, two
companies have opened tip mines and local
prospectors have been advised of new areas
from which they have since won gold. There
are two survey parties examining coastal
beach sand deposits to ascertain whether
they contain monazite, a radio-active min-
eral. In the course of this examination the
existence in the sands of ilmenite and zircon
has been proved, and as these minerals are
used in paint manufacture a number of de-
posits have since been taken up, and efforts
made to market the product. In additioni,
short-term surveys are carried out on parti-
cular deposits, water supplies, etc., as the
needl arises. Cabinet was approached for
assistance in connection with the supply of
firewood for the Kalgoorlie Power Corpora-
tion, the mines and other consumers, and
consented to guarantee an amoutit of
£160,000 to enable a company, comprising
the consumers, to take over the Firewood
Supply Company's project, mechanise it,
and continue the supply of fuel necessary,
for the maintenance of the continuity o f
the mines. This will meet the situation until
such time as coal comes to the aid of the
godmining industry wh-en supplies increase

at Collie.
Delays have occurred in connection

w'ith the- installation of the aluminium
therapy treatment for the prevention of
silicosis in spite of an offer made to ex-
pedite it. The Government offered to pay
the fare of the institute's senior doctor, Doc-
tor Robson. to come to Western Australia,
together with an additional amount of £500
in order that matters might be finalised
here. Dr. Robson has delayed his decision
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to come to our State until he sees whether
other States are also prepared to make pay-
ments to him for his services in Australia.
Frospectomn and operators have been turn-
ing their attention to various minerals be-
sides gold. The lead fields at Northampton,
the Ashburton River and Brieside are being
opened up, and many men are working at
those centres.

Mr. Styants: Many gold prospectors went
to the lead mines.

The.1MINISTER FOR HOUSING: They
may have done so. The Greenbushes tin de-
posits are attracting, attention, mainly from
companies, The department has interested
reputable ore-buying firms in our lead and
tin production and, as a result, fairly
reasonable arrangements to purehase ore
and to provide advances pending treatment
have b~p made. The Cockatoo Island iron
project has made steady progress. Between
200 and 250 men continue to be employed
there. It is now expected that production
will commence next year. The Hameraley
Range blue asbestos operations have con-
tinued, and the adjoining town of Wit-
tenoom is well in the course of establish-
mnent. The company has not yet overcome
all the problems attached to this unique
undertaking and at the moment is trying to
obtain from abroad the most experienced
management possible.

Hion. A. R. G1. Hawke: Has any iron-ore
yet been shipped from Cockatoo Island to
Newcastle?

The, M1INISTER FOR HOUSING: I
think some has been shipped but I am
really speaking without accurate iforma-
tion. I think it is anticipated that produc-
tion on a systematic scale will commence
next year but I do not want the Acting
Leader of the Opposition to regard inc as
spealflng with any informed knowledge. A
number of mineral projects in the Northern
and North-West parts of the State have
made progress and will form an important
aspect of the economic production of those
areas. in addition, there has been sus-
tamned activity in other parts of the State
such as Norsemnan, where the pyrite ore
body which supplies part of the sulphuric
acid used by the super manufacturers, is
developing very well; at Campion, where
progress is being continued in regard to
the use of alunite for potash manufacture;,
at 'Coolgardie where a regular industry has

been established in the production of fel-
spar for glass manufacture; on the salt
lakes between Perth and Kalgoorlie where
considerable quantities of gypsum for
Plaster of Paris are raised; at Wiilgie Mia
near Cue where a high grade red ochre is
in demand; and at Wundowie, where low
grade iron-ore is being converted into
charcoal-iron.

The coal output for 1947 was 730,506 tons
which is a record. To the 31st October
this year, 601,790 tons have been produced.
The diamond drill purchased from Canada
was scheduled to leave that country on the
15th November. it is anticipated that the
big drilling programme at Collie will com-
mence early in the New Year and this, with
the recent geological and geophysical sur-
veys, should give the Government as com-
plete a picture as it is possible to obtain of
the Collie coal seams.

Mr. Marshall: Do you know if the report
from the geophysical examination at Collie
is in the possession of the department'.

The M1INISTER, FOR HOUSING: I am
not in a position to say. However, I will
find out for the hon. member and advise
him of the position. Exploratory work
conducted by the Goldflelds Coal Syndicate,
assisted by the department, has disclosed a
prospective colliery, and the syndicate is
now setting in train arrangements to raise
the capital necessary to develop the pro-
ject. The Griffin company, with govern-
mental help, is fully mechanising the Wy-
Vern coliery, and this mine should then be
a very important producer of a good grade
of coal.

The Freney company, with governmental
assistance, is proceeding to Complete its
bore hole. Actual boring is expected to
commence this month. Two other large
companies have, during the year, been
carrying on geological and air surveys in
the North and North-West, and propose to
continue this week until the whole of the
areas have been examined. If prospects
then warrant it, deep drilling will he under-
taken.

Two Schools of Mines are in operation at
Kalgoorlie and Norseman respectively aind
there has been an excellent enrolment this
yeaHr. During the past three years much
has been done to improve the buildings and
extend and reorganise classes and curricu-
lums. More modern equipment and plant
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have been and are being obtained for trade
classes. A prospectors' course is being held
at the Kalgoorlie School during the Christ-
mas vancation to enable prospectors to re-
ceive tuition and advice on simply geology,
determination of minerals, prospecting.
methods, etc.

In 1947 the State Batteries treated 49),168
tons of ore as against 45,477 in 1946. The
department, despite a falling off this year,
is endeavouring to maintain all its batteries
so that prospectors can obtain reasonably
frequent crushings. Costs of all battery
commodities have risen considerably, but
because of the difficult position of the in-
dustry the department has not increased its
charges. The department has preparWd
plans of a plant which it is considered
would be the most suitable type for the
treatment of varied parcels of refractory.
ores. It would cost between £30,000 and
£40,000 to erect, but in view of the fact
that there is little possibility of the open-
ing up ore bodies of this type until
the gold price position is clarified, no
further steps in the matter have beent
taken.

A great variety and volume of work has
been, earried out at the deatmn'
modern laboratory. The two most recent
additions, the fuel technology and indus-
trial chemistry section are now wvell estab-
lished, and the former has been giving
special attention to the prospects of ulti-
mately using Collie coal for gas purposes.
Results to date give promise of this by use
of the Lurgi process. Work is being con-
tinued, and in due course it is hoped to
establish a pilot plant to test the process.
The industrial chemistry section is render-
inig a great deal of help, particularly in the
establishment of new industries.

Because of industrial expansion in the
State, the amount of machinery needing in-
spection is being increased each year, and
to cope with the work another inspector,
making 13 in all, has had to he appointed.
Regular inspections are carried out all over
the State from the Wyndham Metaworkis
and Cockatoo Island through to Albany in
the extreme south. Large quantities of
explosives have been received in the State
this year, including a number of shipments
from England, in addition to usual supplies
from Nohels, Victoria. These explosives
are tested at the Woodman 's Point Explos-
ives Reserve where they are stored prior to

periodical despatch to the goldfields, coal-
fields and country, as required. Those are
some of the activities of the Mines Depart-
ment.

M. MARSHIALL (Murchison) [8.51]:
This department is probably one of the
rfiost important in the State. When I say
that I do not speak in a derogatory sense
of other departments that control valuable
industries within the State. However, when
we realise that this department is respon-
sible for the whole of the mining within the
auriferous areas of Western Australia, and
also the coal basins, one gets a view of its
eompreoxensive activities. From this, one
can conceive the necessity for the depart-
ment to be constantly alive and most active.
I say quite frankly that I think the enthu-
siasm and inspiration are to a degree dying
out of the department. Not that it has not
enthusiastic officers employed in it, but there
is no Ministerial inspiration beyond them.
There is no inspiration to prompt! them,
guide them, ot induce them to break out in
fresh places.

When I was Minister, I was endeavour-
ing to shake off that apathetic atmosphere,
and I found the officers most willing and
ambitious to support me? in that theory. It
appears that there is a lull, and just what
its cause may be is diffiult to say at this
juncture. There is no Ministerial inspira-
tion to induce these officers to give of their
best, and yet they are ready and willing to
do it. When we speak of mining, the mid
of many immediately turn to goldmining.
While that has been one of the major in-
dustries of Western Australia, I feel that
with the change of circumstances which is
world-wide and the fact that foreign mar-
kets are seeking for other kinds of metals,
an opportunity will be lost to us if we do
not give close attention and do all that is
humanly possible to get those deposits of
other metals developed and under way.

I suppose Western Australia has deposits
of various kinds of metals of great import-
ance, excluding gold, hut there does not
seem to be departmental push to induce
capital to invest or to persuade prospectors
to continue to develop. Many of these
metals are of such commercial value as to
make it almost impossible for them to he
worked on a small scale, such as a prospector
works on a small show. It is necessary for
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the department to be alive to this aspect
and to do everything possible to get an
assessment of the latent wealth which re-
poses in the auriferous belts of this State.
During this session I asked the Minister
about free diamond drilling, and I was
astounded at the reply Ireceived. It was
to the effect that there were no likely spots
where a diamond drill could be used success-
fully. That seems to me to be abandoning
hope. With gold, I know that to be far
from the actual fact. On several occasions,
previous Governments set out and did much
systematic work in drilling in various auri-
ferous belts of Western Australia.

[M.tq, Perkins- resumied the Chair.)

The Minister for Housing: Are you re-
ferring to diamond drilling for coal?

Mr. 'MARSHALL: No, for gold. For
instance, when Mr. Troy was Minister for
Alines, mnuch free drilling was done on the
Murehison, as well as other auriferous belts
of Western Australia, For the Minister to
say that there is no free boring to he con-
sidered by the department because there are
no favourable localities where a diamond
drill can be used, is to say something that
will never get the support of his depart-
mental officers. Our geologists, mining
engineers. and the Under Secretary for
Mines would not subscribe to an argument
of that sort, fof they know differently.
These men are most capable and enthusi-
astic, but if they do not receive ministerial
inspiration or help, or a lead, then there is
not much chance of their being able to do
anything,, and they will become apathetic.

We were well on the way towards getting
a complete assessment, not only of our
known gold deposits, but also of the other
deposits of various kinds of metals. We
were eudeavouring to get an assessment Of
their value by boring and prospecting. Tt
does not seem to me as though much will be
done in this direction while we have the
present Minister. That is rather tragic. We
-ire losing a great oliportunity in this State,
hecarse the world is crying out for many
of thoste metals-, and will pay colossal prices
for them. At present tin. I think, is £555
ipr ton, export parity. Lead, tautalite,
bauxite. man~ranesc and a multiplicity of
other forms of metal are needed by a metal-
hngtry world.

We find that the Government, or rather
the Minister, is not very enthusiastic. He
is tatking the position quite calmly and,
sooner or later, those countries that suffered
so much devastation during the war period
will again enjoy normal conditions. Supplies
will then he drawn from there and West-
era Australia will again stiffer in consequence
of its inactivity. I certainly regret what is
happening. When I was in charge of the
Mines Department, I was enthusiastic and
the Premier of the day gaic mie every en-
couragement. I amn sorry for the lull that
is apparent n1ow, because it will he costly

* .Western Australia in the days to come.
Next I will deal uvith the goldmining, indus-
try, which has been of such grat value to
the State. It is miost regrettable that mninesq
such a-i those at Wiluna and the Triton and
Agnew mnines have ceased operations, not
altogether because they were not payahle.
Values did depreciate to an extent at Wiluna
and it would certainly have been difficult
for the mine to continue working much
longer.

With regard to Agnew and Reedy, how-
ever, T believe the rising liabilities involved
in overhead charges and costs generally were
responsible for the mines there going out of'
production, at least for the time being. It
seems to iue there will be no alternative bUt
for the Government, in view of the ever-
rising costs, to do for the goldmining indusg-
try what it has dlone for other industrial
activities. There certainly is no alternative-
unless the upward trend of the price struc-
ture is halted and all necessary' steps taken
to start the spirail -dowuwards. V'nlest that
is done, the goimining indrstry uill not
survive for many years. I secured from
the Mines Department .9 list showing the ore
values in the principal mines of Weslern
Australia, and it was astounding to ine to
learn that the aggrecgate ore values in each
of themi was not at all high. The highest
grade ore treated went 5 dirt. to the ton or
possibly 5.5 dwt.

When we realise the depth of some of the
mines, we must appreciate the extra cost
involved in their iniing operations. It
goes without argument that in those circum-
stances they cannot survive for long in view
of the upward trend of costs, particularly if
those cost., are to continue rising. If they
continue, they must ultimately overtake the
possibility of operations. From experience,
I know that sonic of the big mines have been

:1520



[10 DECEMBR, 1948.] 32

most fortunate. Perhaps that word hardly
expresses what I mean, but the fact is that
some of those mines had managers of great
vision. They developed well ahead of treat-
tuent and built up ore reserves that now
stand the mines in good stead. Their de-
velopment work was done when lower costs
prevailed, and their ore was treated much
more cheaply than is possible under present-
day conditions.

Obviously, something will have to be done
about it. I know the Government has made
representations to the Commonwealth for
assistance and some has been rendered to
individual mines. Assistance of that descrip-
tion will not save the situation generally. I
understand, be it right or wrong-I would
like the MIinister to let his colleague know
of it-that the principal reason for the
grant of a subsidy being refused-I do not
subscribe to the reason at all-is to be found
in the ramification of the Bretton Woods
areement. I promise members I will not
start an argument on that document.

The Minister for Housing: I think you
were very prophetic about it.

Mr. MARSHALL: That is so. I point
out, however, that both Soufhern Rhodesia
andl Canada have been able to make some
arrangement whereby they can render Assist-
ance to their goidmining industries without
fallin g foul of the B~retton Woods agree-
meat. The time is certainly opportune for
the Minister for Mines, through the Premier,
further to negotiate with the Prime Minister,
if that is the solution the Government has.
in mind for the salvation of the industry
here. Personally, I am not satisfied about
the matter. I communicated with the Prime
Minister, through the member for Kalgoor-
lie who represents in 'y constituency in the
House of Representatives, on the subject of
allowing ouir gold to be sold in the open
market. I have the Prime Minister's reply
before me, and I am positive that he never
formulated that minute of his own volition.
I can see in it the hand of one of the pro-
fessors of ecotiottics.

'One does not have to rend tmuch of the
communication before gaining an apprecia-
tin1 of that fact. I disagree with the con-
tents of the communication, but I shall not
elaborate upon them. I could easily out-
argue some of the assentions embodied in it.
Strange as it may seem, while Australia is
forbidden to sell gold in the open market,
other countries enjoy that privilege. I do

not know why the sale of our gold in the
open market could not be availed of for the
purpose of assisting England. It is a com-
mon practice among the nations to pass the
buck, We could sell our gold in some coun-
tries and thereby provide raw materials and
other requisites for which the Old Country
is hungry. That being so, I do not think
that under existing conditions we are doing
so much for England as we could if we were
permitted to have dealings with our gold.

I know why the Prime Minister has hesi-
tated to take action. The explanation is not
to be found in the substance of the comt-
miunication I received,' from hin, buf rather

ita the existence of the Federal Reserve
Bank of America and'its 33 reserve banks
spread throughout the world. They have
roped int all the gold so as to prevent other
countries from getting it. America domin-
ates the world price structure because of
the quantity of gold she holds, Any nation
that requires dbllars can borrow only from
America and under conditions that hind it
down to patronise and purchase American
goods only. The result is that the rvst of
the world is starved, Until we bave the
courage to face up to the situation and to
tell the people concerned-the international
Jews-that they must be brushed aside and
ignored, we shall get nowhere. That is the
appropriate and logical way to approach
this subject. I leave it to the Government
to please itself as to what course it pursues,
but it must render assistance to the gold-
mining indust-y if it is to he saved. If it
does not take jction, I am sure some of the
mines now operating will have to close down.

Another factor is that I know of a very
big company with a huge proposition-I
confess it is not a very high grade one-
tht is hesitating about carrying an with de-
velopment because of the positive fear that
no sooner will operations he under way
than the price structure will topple. Those
concerned know their values because they
have hored to depth and it is not hard for
the company to figure out what it will cost
to mine the ore, To equip such a proposi-
tion with the elaborate plant necessary in-
volves the expenditure of a lot of capital,
and, the company has to consider tha~t
aspect. Then again, I do not think-I may
be wrong here because I have not the
sources of information that I enjoyed at one
stage-we are doing sufficient to encourage
prospecting for gold. In fact, I am sure
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we are not. When we appreciate that the
fund was provided in order to render
assistance to prospectors and realise that
from Kimberley to Es9perance only 23 men
are participating in the schema, it furnishes
food for thought.

I eanfess that, with all the employment
available in Western Australia, the avoca-
tion of prospecting is not so attractive that
men can be induced to participate in it
rather than take positions in other indus-
trial activities that may be regarded as pre-
ferable. The position is understandable.
When I was Minister, the allowance to pros-
peetOls was increased 50 per cent., which
meant an additional 10s. per week per head,
as an inducement to men to participate.
However, I think the Government should
consider taking steps to get some of the ex-
perienced prospectors to take up the work
again, hearing in mind that the lure of gold
develops a great grip upon a man. I feel
they might he prevailed upon to return to
prosp)ecting if the inducement of an in-
creased allo0wance were held out to them. I
find that the portable compressors which
1 was endeavouring to supply to small
shoivs and prospectors have not received
the consideration which the present Gov-
ernnmcnt should have given them..

It is true that some of the small drills,
for the supply of which I arranged, are
being used by prospectors and others. After
all, if we are to retain our goldmining in-
dustry, we must assist the vital person,
the prospector. He must go out to find new
deposits. if there are no prospectors, then
it will only he a mutter of time before our
mining activities cease. We must make
up our mind to do everything possible, cost
what it may, t 'o encourage prospecting. I
dot not propose to deal with the question of
State batteries, although I am convinced
that all that could have been done in this
respect has not been done. As to the Black
Diamiond coal leases, I am convinced that
the Government, in its eag-er desire to be-
stow favours upon one of the companies
operating in the Collie coal basin, has made
ne of its greatest blunders.

The member for -Collie will he able tu
point out clearly how that blunder was
made. It is remarkable that the Govern-
ment should have hastened to return those
leases to Amalgamated Collieries; but it is
still more remarkable that other leases with
greater possibilities and less; overburden,

with deeper seams of coal and more favour-
ably situated, were passed over and that
the Government should have elected to de-
velop the open-cut on the Black Diamond
leases, The Government said this was done
in order to expedite the production of coail.
The argument was, "'We want coat and we
want it quickly'' Yet the Government went
to the worst possible place in the C'ollie, coal
basin to get coal quickly. Fromt questions
which were asked in the House today, I
notice that £12.O0U of taxpayers' money
has been spent in removing the overburden
on the Black Diamond leases. That figure
is the expenditure up to the 15th Novemn-
ber, and the contract cannot he cancelled
until the 31st December.

The Government has placed itself in at
bad position in its haste to bestow bless-
ings, on vested interests, However, it has
done so, and I suppose will have to answct
for it sooner or later. I take the oppor-
tunity to express my delight at the result
of the mining activities at Collie for the
year. This has been a record year, and
the production goes to show that the Collie
miners are loyal and hard-working. I sin-
cerely hope that the laws which we have
put on the statute book for their benefit
will be some reward for their past efforts
and an encouragement to do still better.
In conclusion, I emphasise the necessity for
the (lovernment to be as enthusiastic in the
development of the metalliferous mines of
WVestern Australia as it is in the develop-
ment of our coal basin. Our goldinining
industry has been of vital importance to
the State.

MR. WILD (Swan) [l,21]1: I Join with
Gloldfield members who have spoken to these
Estimates in protesting against any action
that would lead to the disappearance of
what has been the most important industry
in Western Australia. I refer to the gold-
mining industry. Our wool and wvheat in-
dustries ait present are passing- through most
prosperous times. Never before in the his-
tory of the State have our wool Find wheat
producers had as much money as they have
haid for the past two years.

11r. Reynolds: But they had 10 years of
povrerty before.

Mr, WILD: I am not in any way seeking
to decry them. They deserve their pros-
perity because, as the member for Forrest
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said, they had 10 years of poverty before.
The point I make is that, whilst the State
is enjoying this period of prosperity, we
should not let slip through our fingers an
induistry which has been of such vast urn-
Iportance to the State for over 48 years. I
recently took out some figures in connection
with wool, wheat and gold. I find that wool
and wheat since 1900, have not produced
as- much for Western Australia as gold. The
figures for the 47years are as follows:

Wool .. . . . 3,4040
Wheat .. . . 139,000,004)
Gold .. . . ,- 290,000,000

1 do not want to disparage the wool and
wheat industries in any way because they
also have played it tremendous part in the
prosperity and economic development of
Western Australia, but we cannot close our
eyes to the fact that,spread over the years,
gold has meant a lot to this State. Admit-
tedly, in the late twenties the industry suf-
fered a serious decline, hot when the depres-
.4ion came alongr it pnilled us out of the mud
in no uncertain fashion. In recent months,
many overtures have been made to the
Prime Minister. On every occasion that the
Premier and his predeeessor have gone to
Canberra they have mentioned the gradual
decline of the industry in this State, but we
are not vettingr very far. What arc we do-
ingx about it'?

Mr. Smith: What are we doing- about the
oversen taxation, if you know anything
about it? An amount of C500,000 a year is
going out of this country in taxation.

'Mr. WILD: Canberra appears to be
absolutely unmoved by the representations
and Torotesta ti ons made by this State. I
feel that is one of the disabilities we suffer
as a result of Federation.

',%r. Fox: Would vou let at son of yours,
go into time goidmining industry?

The CHIAIRM3AN: Order!

M.%r. WILD: If New South Wales and
Victoria had produced anything like the gold
thaft Western Australia has, I have no doubt
that with the strengxth they have in the
Commonwealth Parliament, their represent-
atives would be (quicklyv on their feet and
world lnt ,,llow the inrdustry to fall into
gradual decay' .

Mr. Strants: Is not the Commonwealth
Government assisting, some of the mines?

Mr. WILD: I agree that that is so. It is
assisting four mines. I am speaking of the
gold industry, and not in terms of mines
that have 1)rodueed fabulous sumis in short
per iorls'-althotugh I do not say that the
fouir now being assisted have done that. We
want to think in terms of mines like the
Sans of (Iwalia, the Lake View and Star1
the Ivanhoe aind Central Norseman.

Mr. Styants: Do you think the Lake
View and Star is in need of assistance?

Mr. WILD: I do.
Mr. Styants:- You (10 not know much

about it then.

MNr. WILD: 'Mines like the Lake View
and Star and the Great Boulder have, with
their far-seeing managers, done a great
amiount of developmental work. Members
who have been in the goidmaining industry
know that the usual practice is for there
to be anything from 15 to 20 per cent. of
the underground stuff engaged on this sort
of -work. Although the Lake View aind
Star and the O reat Boulder are still pay-
ing dividends, they are having the eyes
picked out of them, and the developmental
work that was being done a few years ago
is lnt being continued.

Mr. Smith: You do not know anything
about it.

Mr. Fox: They had the eyes picked out
years ago.

Mr. Styants: You had better stick to
your poultry.

Mr. WILD: I am surprised at the atti-
rude of Ooldfield membhers. While the
goidmining industry had 15,000 to 16,000
nien engaged in it, It was ver~y prosperous,
hut slowly it has come down so that now
there are about 6,00 men engaged in it,
according to the lastest figures.

Mr. Styants: Those figures are totally in-
correct.

Mr. WITLD: I suggest that the hon. memi-
ber have a look at the Quarterly Statisti-
cal Abstract -which was put in front of us
this afternoon. We have been given many
reasons for this decline in the industry.
The hon. inember Who lust resumed his seat
miade reference to the Bretton Woods agree-
nuent, and the pegged price of gold. I
feel we cannot go onl taking this lying
down. I suggest-pod I would like to see
the Goldfield members support mec in
this-that a strong deputation from this
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House go to the Prime Minister and make
him realise what is happening to the' gold
industry in Western Australia. It is all
very well for the Premier, wben he goes to
Canberra to attend conferences, to mention
what is happening, but what I want to
know is: Are we getting anywhere? Slowly
mines are closing down. It is impossible,
with the pegged price of gold and rising
costs, for mines like the Big Bell and the
Lake View and Star to keep going.

I suggest that the Premier, the Minister
for Mines, the Leader of the Opposition
and one of the Goldfield members be sent
to Canberra to make representations on be-
half of the industry in Western Australia.
We cannot continue to take this lying
down. The more I look into the figures of
what gold has done for Western Australia,
the more I realise that we must do some-
thing about the position. The member who
just spoke mentioned the geophysical and
geological surveys that have been made,
and the millions of tons of gold left under-
ground in this State. I have no doubt that
what he said is right. If we let this indus-
try go altogether, we wvill, in four or five
years' time, if we want to return to it
through lack of prosperity in the other two
industries that I have referred to, not be
able to work the mines on such a low
average as 4 or 5 dwts. I refer this to the
Minister, and I do hope that something
will come of what I have said, because I
very much deprecate what is happening and
what has happened to this very great in-
dustry.

Mp. MAY (Collie) [9.30]: In view of
the brief remarks made by the Minister
representing the Minister for Mines, when
introducing these Estimates, I might not
have had much to say had it not been for
the statement of the Minister for Railways
in yesterday's issue of "The W est Austra-
lian." I readily express my appreciation of
the eforts of the Minister for Housing, over
the last few months, to do something to
rehabilitate the coalmining industry. Hid
it not been for the statement of the Minister
for Railways regarding the coal position
over the coming holidays and the fact that
he has laid the blame for the shortage of
coal on the miners--

The Minister for Railways: Oh no!

Mr. MAY: I will show the Minister that
he did so. Had it not been for that, I
would have contented myself with the
knowledge that at least during this session
of Parliament there has been an attempt to
improve the industry, both as to the min-
ing of coal and the interests of the workers
in the industry. The Minister, as reported
in "The West Australian," said that serious
cuts would be made in rail services over
the Christmas holidays, and that is true,
but to lay the blame at the door of the min-
ers, because they are not prepared to work
overtime, is not right. Over the last three
years the men have been promised that if
they would work overtime, in order to make
up the requirements of coal for transport
services to be maintaifled over the Christmas
holidays, that year would be the last and
they would never be asked to work such
overtime again.-

This year they said they would not work
overtime, having been given the same pro-
misc in each of the two previous years.
However, the Minister for Housing,~ was
good enough to go to Collie and meet the
executive of the union, asking it to approach
the men again to work overtime. The
executive agreed to do that, and in due
course presented the men with the case put
up by the Minister. The men said that in
spite of the fact that for two years they
had] been promised that something would be
done so that overtime would not again be
necessary, they would abin work overtime
this year, in order that sufficient coal might
Ihe available. It must not be forgotten that
they were men who had been flat out all the
wear round and had created State records
for the output of coal during the last 12
months, and were being asked once more
to work overtime and produce more coal.

The Minister will bear out my statement
that the men did agree to work the neces-
sary overtime, but nothing happened so far
as the company was concerned. At last,
the executive of the union asked the Minister
wvhy no overtimue was being worked, and it
was discovered that the companies did not
want to work overtime and were therefore
the stumbling- block. Eventually, within
the last three weeks, there was called the
conference to which the Minister for Rail-
wve has referred. The executive of the
union was called to Perth, to the Minister's
office. It asked the Minister why overtime
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had not been worked, in view of the fact
that the men had agreed to worked overtime
hut had received no instructions to do so.

Representatives of the company xvere
called into the conference and were asked
about overtime and whether the company
would co-operate with-the men. The com-
pany said it would not co-operate in regard
to) overtime, hut that it had another pro-
position to put tip. In the meantime, at
least a mnonth had elapsed during which
overtime could have been worked and more
(oal produced, had it not been for the
attitude of the company. It was not the
fault of the men that no overtime had been
worked.

The Minister for Railways: I dlid not say
it was, nor think it.

M1r. -MAY: The Minister said the Govern-
ment had endeavoured to do somethingf for
the ien during the year, and I admit that
that is so, and it was onl that account that
the men agreed to work the necessary over-
time. In the Minister's office, the company
put to the representatives of the men the
proposition that, instead of asking the men
to work overtime, they were prepared to
arrange for an afternoon shift to work in
thei Stockton open-cat mine. The men
agreed, but it was a month too late. There
is plenty of coal in that seond Stockton
onen-enut, which has opened up beautifully.
The uifortinate, noint is that the company
did not on~en it in soon enough. That in
turn Ibrinca me to the Black Diamond leases.

From early in March of this year and
until the present moment the eontpan 'v has
attemoted to produce coal at the Black
Diamond leases. When they reachl the ex-
tremne boundary of the open-cut theyv will
be contending with no less than 110 feet of
overburden. From early March till now
nothing but overburden has been taken from
that open-cut. If the same effort had been
put into the second openi-cut at Stockton,
where the overburden averages 25 feet, meni-
hers can imagine the huge quintity of coal
that would now have been availale to the
railways or' anyone else that wanted it. For
some reason best known to itself, the comn-
pany works the Black Diamond leases, pro-
dusinir only Over-burden, in preference to
flpeiiing uip the eut now opened tip at
Stocktn, with an average overburden of
25 feet.

I leave it to members and to the pub
generally to sum up for themselvest
reason why there is a shortage of coal.
noticed, at the end of the Minister's stal
ment, that the mianager of Amalgam at
Collieries Ltd. said his little piece in rega
to the attitude of the men. I tell the Ali
ister and other members of the Oovernme
that I am sick and tired'of picking upt
paper and reading statements alleging
the time that the shortage of coal in tt
State is due to the attitude of the men, wvhi
in actual fact, never in the history of 0i
State have suich records been created in f
output of coal as were created by the m,
at Collie during the past Year. Recor
ef that sort arc not achieved without effo;
Fkeryhody connected with this matter at
the public should he given a cltiar explan
tion of wlP the 110 feet of overburden
the Black Diamond leases is being worki
in preference to wotieing the StockUx
second open-cutt, where there is an averaj
of 25 feet of overburden with plenty
coa~l beneath it.

Any Minister in charge of the Min,
Department would have said, ''Now it hi
been proved that the overburden on ti
Black Diamond is far too great to prodni
coal in the timec we wanit it, we wvill tran
fer the machinery to the Stockton opei
cut." Butt nobody thought of that; or
least nobody did it. Had that been dor
in the early stages, when the Governme)
realised how much overburden was on tl
Bl1ack Diamond leases, the Jiovernmer
would have had alt the coal that it no-
wants. T do not want to labour the poir
but I feel justified in making the sqtat(
nients I have in view of the Press stah(
menit by the Minister for R ailways coy
cerning the coal shortage. He said that
was duo to the Coal1miners. When he sai
thait I felt compelled to take up the cudgel
on their behalf.

The Minister for Railways: It was no
said.

Mr. MAY: I ant not unmindful of th
effort that has been made during the cours.
of the session to introduce legislation ti
improve the position of the Collie mniners
bitt I would like to see some effort mad'
on tlte part of those responsible for th,
conduct of mining operations in this State
It is up to the Minister to see that propei
atction is taken by those responsible foi
our conlniininA and until this is done W(:
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will get no satisfaction. The Minister for
Railways will he iu trouble with his coal
supplies all the time. Let us use some
cormonsense. Had the efforts that have
been put into the Black Diamond leases
been put, into the Stockton open-cut, in-
stead of getting nothing but overburden,
we would now he in a position to say we
have all the coal we want to carry us over
the period when the miners are on holi-
days. The Minister for Railways in his
statement, said that in his opinion the men
should forego their holidays.

The Minister for Railways: I dlid not.

Mr. MAY: Yes, the Minister did.
The Minister for Railways: I did not.

MAr. MAY: The Minister said that the
men refused to work the open-cut during
the holiday period.

The Minister for Railways: That does
not mean to say that the men should forego
their holidays.

Mr. MAY:- I do not want to accuse the
Minister of something that he did not say.
The Minister stated-

Coal could not now be expected from the
Collie open-cuts during the holiday period
owing to the reported decision of the mainers
not to work the open-cuts while the mines
were closed.

The M1inister for Railways: That is a
statement of fact. I am not blamning them
for the decision.

Mr. MAY: Further on the report states-
The Government had sympathetically dealt

with miners' problems and conditions during
the present Parliamentary session.
I acknowledge that, and the men acknow-
ledge it, and there is no gainsaying the fact
that efforts have been made in that diiec-
dion. The report goes on to state-

It was hoped, therefore, that even now the
miners would respond by making every effort
to secure the coal requiremeints of the Rail-
way IDepartment this year.
IN that a fair statement in view of what
has been going on over the past 12 months
when an effort could have been made to
put all the machinery and mechanical
Lshovels at work on the Stockton open-cut?
They could have got enough coal to keel)
everybody supplied over the period that the
Minister has been growling about. The
article continues-

Steps taken during the year should obvi-
ate nayv shortage of supplies iA future years.

The Government has passed the legislation
but it remains to be seen whether it will
have sufficient "guts" to eam,' it out.

The Minister for Railway s: You must
admit that they have not been asked to
work overtime for the last three years.

Mr. MAY: I *ill admit that for the pre-
vious two years the men have not worked
overtime and it was not under the Min-
ister 'a Government. I want to be perfectly
fair in the statements I make. The Min-
ister's statement continues-

With severe petrol rationing, it was im-
perative that rail services he maintained...
Nobody denies that and I am 100 per cent.
behind the M1inister in that statement. It
goes on to state.-
. . . particularly for workers who depended
on rail, transport for the enjoyment of their
Xmas holidays.

The Minist&r turns round and says it is be-
cause of the miners that workers' holidays
will he spoilt. If the Government had with-
drawn the machinery from the Black [ia-
mond leases and installed it at the Stockton
open-cut, thsn the Government would have
got all the coal it required to cover the
period the Minister is talking about. To
continue the statement-

The estimated coal production from the be-
ginning of the present week to January 29,
when full work would be resumred in tht-
urines, wits 51,000 tons. If full rail services
were to be maintained, coal consumption dur-
ing this period would be 70,000 tons-a do-
fre icucy of 19,200 tons.
The Government would have had double
that quantity of coal available had it
adopted the policy I have suggested. I do
not know why somebody in the Mines
Department is not able to grasp that point.
I believe the officers of the department are
either not allowed, or they are not suffi-
ciently interested, to visit the coalfield as
often as they should in order to acquaint
themselves 'ith the position.

In the past more attention has been paid
to the Goldfields than to the coalfields and
at long, last, unfortunately for the Golddields,
coal has become most iniportant to this
State. Anybody who is closely associated
with coalmining at Collie knows that if coal
is wanted quickly then it is no use opening
up the Black Diamond leases.

Ho~n. E. H1. H. Rail: Is there not a resi-
dent inspector down there?

Mr. MAY: Yes, but he i6 not permitted
to interfere in this respect. He is an in-
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spector of mines and must confine himself
to that class of work. On the 19,th May a
public meeting was held in Collie and the
Minister for* Railway. k one of those
present. The MIiister t.W Mines was also
t here and he was asked why the Government
had consented to hand back the Black Die-
mnond leases to Amalgamated Collieries. The
Minister's answer was that he wanted to get
coal, and get it quickly. I have already
mentioned that since March of this year,
until now, nothing hut overburden has been
taken from the open-cut and we still have
not got one ton of coal and we will not get
any this year. Some time afterwards one
shovel was put to work on the second open-
cut at Stockton and they are now in a posi-
tion to supply coal from there. Once the
position of the Black Diamond leases be-
came known, all machinery should have been
concentrated on the Stockton open-cut in
order to provide for the period about which
the Minister is complaining.

I feel that I have justified the attitude
taken by the miners in regard to the matter
but I will say that the Minister for Housing
has this year developed a knowledge of the
industry and the men in the coalmining area
at Collie. He is able to tell the House that
on every occasion, when acting Minister for
Mines, when he desired to meet the men and
discuss certain things with thein he did so
without any trouble and the men always
responded to any suggestions that he made.
I consider that the article in the newspaper
which I have just quoted was prejudicial to
the good name of the coalminers. It is not
their fault that the State's coal production
at present is in the position it is. Over the
years the development of the mines has been
badly neglected. I 1want to acknowledge
that the legislation just passed through the
Rouse in my opinion will enable action to
be taken whereby the mines can be deve-
loped along proper lines so that continuity
of supplies is available to anybody requi1r-
ing coal in this State.

RON. E. WULSEN (Kanowna.) [9.52]:
1 am rallier worried about the gold position
and I have been associated with the in-
dustry since 1893. With all the rising
costs and the price of gold remaining static
it will not be long before the goldmining
industry in Western Australia will be in
the same position as that of Victoria, which
State has produced even more gold than
this one. If we do not assist the mining

industry generally, the time will come when
the richer ore will be taken out of the mines
and that remaining will be too low in value to
be profitably worked. The goidmaining indus-
try has done a great deal for Western Aus-
tralia. It has produced between 50,000,000
and 60,000,000 fine ounces of gold to the
value of, I think, between £290,000,000 and
E300,000,000. Therefore, it can be seen
that that in itself has been a great fillip to
the State's progress. But the goidmining
industry has done even more then that be-
cause between 1893 and*- 1913, the popula-
tion of this State was increased by over
500 per cent. during that 20-year period
and the growth of the industry was the
principal reason for that.

Hon. A. HI. Panton: Jolly good men, too.

Hon. E. KULSEN: I agree' with the
member for Leederville that the men who
came from the Eastern States and. those who
were already in the industry represented a
very fine type of man in those days. Of
course, there was a different understanding
and psychology in those years and the men
were morc self-reliant because they were
living in a different age. Probably if they
had been living in this age the position
niight have been different. The Govern-
mnents of Canada and Rhodesia have assist-
ed the industry in those countries and the
Government in this State should give assist-
ance to the local mines. I know that the
Commonwealth Government has given some
help but it has not been genera] enough. It
has only been given in special cases and
will not he felt by the mining industry for
many years. On account of the increase in
railway freights the price of materiel used
by the mines has increased. Petrol will
rise in cost on the Goldields and in other
places.

When I was in my own airea the other day
T found that -the price of petrol was to be
Increased, owing to the higher cost of
freight, from 2d. to 5d. a gallon. I have
advocated in this House that petrol should
be on a flat rate throughout the State. It
would mean a small increase in the metro-
politan area but a fairly big reduction in
price in the country. I do not see any
reason why that should not take place. If
something is not done regarding costs it can
he foreseen what will happen. It will mean
that the mining industry will close down
which will affect anything between 30,000
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and 40,000 persons. It will also affect the
buildings and assets that have been created.
Therefore, I hope that the Government will
give serious consideration to that aspect and
take enthusiastic action. I shall leave that
question becausae there will be other speak-
ers to emnphasise the Goldfields' position.

The Mines Department is one for'whieh I
have a great regard. As the member for
M1urchison has pointed out the officers of
that department are extremely efficient and
enthusiastic, but unless they get the where-
withal their enthusiasm goes. for nought, so
aigainl it behoves us to do all we can to
maintain that spirit. Regarding the pros-
lievtors, the member for Leedervilie will
know more about them than I do. The pros-
ppetors in the country can do with a little
more sustenance. They are receiving only
30os. a week in the Eastern Ooldfieids and £2
in the North-West. That is not sufficient.
There has been no increase in that rate since
the Wise Government went out of offie. I
appeal to the Premier to ascertain if some-
thing cannot be (lone to help those men help
themselves and in doing so they will be
.assisting the State. There is no doubt that
they have blazed the track for quite a num-
her of young persons in the State. The
flovernment should consider how it can get
all possible assistance for the industry from
the Commonwealth as well as itself giving
the industry more hell).

Looking wvell ahead, perhaps 200 years or
more, I consider that iron is the most im-
portant metal we have in Australia. Sup-
plies are becoming less throughout the world
and I hope that no more of the ore, or only.
a very small quantity, will be permitted to
he exported. I know that agreements al-
ready made cannot be broken, but I trust
that any agreements in the future will be
made With big companies in the State pre-
pared to undertake fabricating locally. The
previowus Government did much to put the
iron industry on a basis whereby production
could be developed in this State, and I re-
peat that any further agreements made
should be for the putrpose only of fabricat-
ing in this State.

THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING
(Hon. Rt. R. 'McDonld-West Perth-in re-
ply) [10.2]: I do not think there has been
any lull in the activities of the department.
I would rather say that, apart from the

difficulties in the goldmining industry, there
hns been a slight boom in other minerals--
anl amount of activity and interest on a
larger scale thawe have known for some
years. I believe hat the Minister and his
officers are full of keenness to develop any
chance that may assist our major minerals
like gold and coal.

The Minister is not averse to diamond
drilling. Nine or ten months ago he ar-
ranged for the diamond drill from Canada
to test the coal seams at Collie and an
expert or e!xperts to come out with it. In
fact, I he.ieve that the first of then) has
already arrived. This is the first time
diamond drilling will have been done irk
this State with such expert assistance on
such a large scale.

The Government will continue its activi-
ties by pressing for assistance from the
Commonwealth in such a manner as the
Commonwealth can help. The Government
is already taking full advantage of the
services of Mr. Viotor Johnson, M.H.R.,
and of his lending powverful wveight as a
Federal Minister in order to get satisfac-
tory aid for the goldmining industry. I
know that the Premier has not thought it
proper to dictate to the Prime Minister as
to any one form of assistance, hut be
wants a form that will help the industry
and stabilise it-one that can be relied
upon for a ))eriod so that the mines will
have some assurance of a reasonable
remedy for some years ahead.

Mr. Styants: He will no t attain that
objective if the gold is not sold on the open
market.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I do
not think that is necessarily the whole
remiedy. It might be an advantageous sup-
port to the industry for some time, but
the Government would like to see something
firmer in the way of price support than
inertly to rely upon one system alone. The
member for Murchison referred to assist-
ance to prospectors. These men are re-
ceiving a loan, not only of portable drills,
but also of mobile compressor units at nom-
inal rentals, as well as assistance of other
sorts such as rail passes, free. sample
assays, etc., of which I shall not enter into
detail.

The member for Swan spoke of sending
a deputation on an impressive scale front
this State to convince the Prime Minister
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of the urgency of the situation. That, I
think, is worthy of consideration. A depu-
tation representing all political parties
might be entertained with a view to secur-
ing some more reliable form of support
than the industry is receiving at present.

Hon. A. H. Panton: If you are going to
do that, do not have a political party. Take
a citizens' party representative of the vari-
ous industries.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: That,
too, has been considered. The Chamber of
Mines and the local authorities at Kalgoor-
lie have that matter under consideration.
The member for Collie referred very natur-
ally to the work of the eon Iminers. I had
the privilege of meeting them or a number
of occasions and the president, secretary
and executive members of the union im-
pressed mue for their knowledge of the in-
dustry and the responsible attitude they
adopted to problems in connection with the
field and the protection of the public. .I
shall not enter upon any Argument as to
a shortage, because I have not, up-to-date
knowledge of the details and I do not know
what the company mnay be doing.

The officers of the department are deeply
interested in the coalmnines and visit Collie
fairly frequently. Perhaps the hon. mem-
ber does not always see them. Two senior
officers went down there a couple of weeks
ago. The member for Kanowna referred
to the important aspect that the richer ore
deposits are being depleted, and his reconm-
miendation that additional assistance should
be granted to prospectors will be brought
under the notice of the Minister. I cannot
give him any information about vermicu-
lite, but will undertake to make inquiries.

I do not propose to deal with the Block
Diamond leases beyond saying that the pre-
sent Government relied upon the decision
of the previous Government and its ad-
visers that, in order to obtain coal quickly,
the Black Diamond leases offer the best
prospect on the field. I think that decision
was quite right. A recent examination by
senior technical officers of the Mines De-
partment indicated that they saw no reason
to depart from the view expressed in 1940
that the Black Diamond open-cut was a
very proper site on which to endeavour to
get coal at the earliest possible moment.

Vote put and passed.
Vote-Police, £522,224-agreed to.

Vote - Public Works and Buildings,
£199,195:-

THE MINSTER FOR WORKS (Hon,
V. Doney-Williamas-Narrogin) [10.10) : At
to the time to be taken, I promise menibers
that I will be as restrictive as possible in
my treatment of these Estimates. The Com-
mittee will realise that this department
Cees a wide range of activities and there.
fore it is necessary for me to take some
time, at least.

Mr. ]Reynolds: A couple of hours!

The M1INISTER FOR WORKS: Were I
to oblige the hon. member, he would not be
too sa'tisfied. The Government hats bifore
it this year a more than usually long list of
major public works. Some of these are still
in their initial ~stages and a few are, as was
inevitable, heritages from our predecessors.
Of all the projects9 we have in hand, the one
that will, when effectuated, be the quickest
to show beneficial result;, is that known as
the comprehensive water supply scheme.
Most members are aware that it was in my
mind to push this schieme to completion with
the utmost speed. but, unfortunately, it hias,
not b-rni possible to, hurry it to the extent
that I had hoped, largely because of indus-
trial trouble on the coalfields of New South
W~Ales, and, in part, because the rocket
range undertaking has certain fixed and
apparently inviolable priority rights to steel
plates. It will be realised tliat these steel
plates are not therefore available for our
critically, urgent wator supply needs.

I pass from that subject to repeat what I
have said before, namely, that it is Govern-
nient policy to provide modern wharfage
and handling equipment not onW- at Fre-
mantle but also at all other major ports. It
is the object of the Government that all the
major ports may move forward on an even
front. That has not been the ease since I
have been in the State. Sonic members, are
interested in what is to happen to the Fre-
mantle harbour in the reasonably near
future.

Hon. A. H. Panton: We are more inter-
ested in who is listening to the Minister.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
might easily be so. Mr. Tydeman, tbe hiar-
bour engineer recently engaged by the Gov-
ernment to report upon and draw up plans
for the future development of the Fremantle
Harbour, is now preparing his report.
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Ron. J. T. Tonkin. Do you not think you
oulght to have at least one of your party
listening to you?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Since
the hon. member has drawn my attention to
it, may I say that a little while ago there
were about 12 members present. I hope
the number has increased somewhat.

lion. A. H. Panton: They were in the
vicinity of the Chamber.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: "May I
carry an to say that for the first 12 months
Mr. Tydemnan's attention has been diverted
from his Fremantle job to the preparation
of a report upon the development of the
Albany and Bunbury harbours. Fremnantle
members, have been asking for quite a while
for vopies of the report. I have already
indivated that it is not yet available, but
within the course of a week or a fortnight
I should he in a position to supply members
iaiterestcd with a copy. Again with regard
to F"remantle, during the pest 12 months the
(iovrrnnicnt has called tenders for what is
known as a grab hopper dredge, which I
understand is principally for the purpose
of cleaning the berths at Fremantle and en-
suiring that they get the depth necessary for
them. The price of the dredge is what I
regard as almost impossible. Although at
the Moment tenders are being considered,
investigation is already beingr made into the
possibility of doing the dredging by other
means, leaving the question of the purchase
to stand over for two 'or three years, by
which time it is expected that the cost of
that type of harbour plant will have becomne
more reasonable.

W%~ith special reference to Frenmantle, the
flovernment has made arrangements with
the Commonwealth Government as a result
of which the 81-ton floating crane will
remain at Fremontle, the State Government
aveerpting responsibility for its maintenance.
I shall now refer to a matter in which Fre-
mantle members are particularly interested.
During the past 12 months the Government
has extended the breakwater at the fishing,
boat harbour and sufficient anchoragre space
im, now available for all the fishing boats
based at Fremantle. As to Bunbury, the
'lesign for the improvement of the Bunbury
Harbour-which, as most members will re-
"all, was prepared by Mtr. Stephenson
Voting, now retired-has heen reviewed and
monflrmed by 'Mr. Tydeman. This plan was

prepared as a long-range plan, designed to
cover a period, if I remember rightly, of
eight years. I shall cut out much of the
detail that might reasonably have-.been ex-
pected of me and shall merely say that the
Bunbury harbour works will come tinder
five headings, as follows:-

I. The breakwater extension and the spurs
to the hrealewater.

Dredging.
3. ('oanection of thle estuary to the oceanl.
.4. The closing of the entrance of the

estuary into the harbour.
5. Extension of the existing sand groyne,

I will leave the rest of the Government's in-
tentionls respecting the Bunhury harbour to
questions, should any member at a later
period of the sitting care to submit them.
I shall also cut short my remarks with re-
gard to the Albany harbour, for the reason
that I think members have, over past years,
been amply supplied with the information.
As to the Ceraldton harbour, the meniber
for the district who is particularly interested,
is not present. No new work is envisaged
at the northern port; but the engineers will
keep an eye on it and it will be maintained
in good order. For the benefit of the macrn-
her for Kanowna, who also is not in his
Seat, I may say that no new work is intended
at Esperance, but the harbour will he main-
tained in good order.

As to Busselton and Bunhury, the best I
calliftmy for the consolation of the member
for Sussex is that the Government has an-
nounced its intention of providing slipways
at both those cecntres. That does not mean
that the work will be proceeded with forth-
with. The slipway at Albany is now employ-
ingr the organisation which will ultimately
he used at those two ports. As tb the'
North-West ports, there is being carried out
general, maintenance of the various jetties
and port facilities, but no major alterations
are intended. Investigation was made into
the cost of establishing a deep-sea port at
Point Torment. That is a spot on the coast
from 30 to 15 miles to the north of Derby.
The cost having been investigated, it has
been found to be altogether uneconomical
unless something like an oil strike or 'a gold
strike of more than usual importance is
made in that part of th State.

I come now to the comprehensiv'e water
scheme, hut I think I will allow that to pass
by unless, hon. members are suffiientlv, in-
turested to submit questions with regard to
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it. I have a note here concerning sewerage
of country towns; bitt there again, it was
only a few days ago that that matter was
dMated and a measure dealing with it en-
acted very readily, so that I need not say
anything more about it. In respect of public
buildings, members know that the Royal
Perth Hospital has been comJ)Ieted and
handed to the Hospital Board wich is ser-
vicing the needs of the institute with its
staff. Referring again to the North-West, I
am advised that the maintenance of build-
ingsA, hospitals and other public works was
continued throughout the area from Car-
narvon to Wyndham. The buildings now
aqe in much better condition that) they were
at the end of the war, but there is still
.some leeway to make tip before they are in
an altogether satisfactory condition.

A storage shed for asbestos at Point
Samnson was completed and a water supply
for the new asbestos town in the Hamerstey
Ranges has been commenced. Refrigeration
facilities are now provided and are in opera-
tion at Onslow, Roebourne, Port Hedland
and Derby. An examination was made of
the stock routes from Broome to Mullewa;,
and, following this examination, the work
of reconditioning was put in hand and con-
siderable progress has already been made
towards the reconditioning of the main
routes. An examination has also been made
of the Kimiberley stock routes and it is anti-
cipated that progress will be made with the
ilnpr9voment of these routes into Wyndham
dluring the year. The water supply schemes
at the towns of Broonme, Carnarvon and
Ouslow are very run down, and it is antici-
pated that some pr~ogress will be made to-
wards. their restoration. A new fresh-
-water scheme for Port Hedland from the
Turner River has been approved and tenders
have been called for pipes.

There has been criticism of the extremely
high price of this scheme, which is designed,
as members will know, I presume, to give
water to a population of no more than 200
people. The cost mizht just a% well be
stated. It cannot be less than £50,000 and
might ouite easily be rather substantially
more. That, froin a purely economic view-
point, is altogether too inuch to pay for a
water supply for so few people but it is in
a large degree, a token work.

Hon. J1. TF. Tonin: A pretty costly token!
The IMNSTER FOR WORKS: Yes. I

admit it is. But I suppose that if any town

in time North-West can be regarded as the
capital of that area, that town is Port ll-
laud. i we declined to provide water for
the principal centre, it would be pretty
much like telling the North-West that we
were abandoning them entirely.

Hon. .1. T. Tonkin: What is the good of
giving them only a tokenf

The MINISTER FOR WORK S: The
lion, member knows they will be getting the
water. I have referred to the matter as a
token because it hats a wider significancet
than merely bringing watei to 200 pieople.
Did we not do this thing, people in the
North-West could not carry on. The use of
the expression "token" implies that we are
not abandoning the North-West. If it does
not appeal to the hon. member, it at least
appeals to the Prime, Minister.

Hion. J. T. Tonkin- It appeals to mime, b~ut
I could not understand your talking about
a token work at that cost.

The M1INISTER FOR WORKS: I think
I gave the hion. member to understand in
what sense I was, usin - the wvord, There
are other matters that could quite properly
have been referred to,7 but I am entering
into the spirit of the evening; and, having
some regard for the sleep that seems to he
attacking, most of uis, I shall resume my Neat.

HON. J. T. TONKIN (NXorth-East Fre-
umantle) [10.271]: Apparently I have not
that spirit that attacks the 'Minister, because
I am not asleep. The Minister referred to
the report of Colonel Tydeman and said it
would be available in a short time and that
hie hoped to give copies to members for the
Fremantle district, I am anxious to see
that report because some time ago, when it
was proposed to hand over the bulk instal-
lation at Fromantle to Co-operative Bulk
Handling Ltd, Colonel Tydeman had
something to say about the prCoposition and
pointed out that if that were done the devel-
opment of the port of Fremantle would be
held up, if not completely prevented. Those
works were established by the Public. Works
Department as the result of an expenditure
of £175,000 and were expected to be oper-
ated as a Glovernment i nstrumen tali ty.

But when the new Government took ofice,
it saw fit to band them over to Co-operative
Bulk Handling Ltd. Earlier this even-
ing- the Minister for Education indulged in
some mock heroics in order to try to prove
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that, because I had referred to this matter,
I had some animosity towards Co-operative
Bulk Handling Ltd. which was not jus-
tilled; and tha~t I had Izeen complaining
about the action of the Government in
handing over these facilities when in his
view it was quite a right thing to do. My
comnplain~t is that in this action the Govern-
inept has conferred a favour upon an org-
ainisation to the detriment of the State's
development. It is useless to say that be-
cause Co-operative Bulk Handling Ltd.
is nn efficient. company and is handling
wheat on behalf of the growers, that that
entitles it to have action taken by the Gov-
ernment, even though that action is detri-
mental, generally, to the remaining interests
of the State.

The Minister for Railways: I would like
to know why.

lion. J. T. TONKIN: I shall tell the Mini-
ister why. It was the intention of the Gov-
ernment, on the recommendation of the bulk
handling committee, to erect a workhouse in
connection with the hospital silo, which was
a Commonwealth installation, and in con-
nection with the bulk handling galleries,
and to reorganise the whole of the railway
lay-out at North Fremantle, because the
dislocation there was responsible for making
the Railway Department short of trucks. It
was proposed, in order to remove the bottle-
neck there, to build an additional workhouse
for handling wheat, and to reovganise the
railway lay-out. But the handing over of
this installation to Co-operative Bulk Hand-
ling Ltd. has prevented nll that, and that
jq; why I say it is contrary to the State's.
interests. The Minister for Works referred
to a report of Colonel Tydeman. I shall
read some extracts from a report which
that gentlematn made in cousection -with the
development of the harbour facilities and
the pronositicrn with which I am now deal-
in-:. He said-

The proposed new hulk wheat working-
house and sidings permit rapid1 tura-round of
wogons with mnimised loco. power. and were
this mngtalled, the whole port would not only
feel the benefit now of this relief on uses of
wagons and locus., but would also benefit
in the future as trade increases, and the port
is worked more intensively.
A further extract is as follows:-

One of the recommendations I intend
making in my report on Premntlo is the ha-
provemnt of North Quay berths to handle
both general cargo and bulk cargo, instead of

bulk cargo oly as at present. This will not
only alleviate paperiods now at the generni
cargo, South Quay, but will provide additional
berths to meet expansion of trade in the near
future. This being so, and presuiniag the re-
commendation is adopted1 the existing rail
Jay-out feeding the bulk wheat berth is detri-
mental to other North Quay berth develop-
ment as referred to in the previous paragraph.
In addition the whole of the existing rail
sidings behind the quays must be moved
further from the quay, to allow room for tran-
sit sheds and rear road and rail loading and
operating facilities. This will render the long
shiut operation to the existing wheat hospital
very difficult if not impossible. Re-siting the
wheat berth rail sidings as for the new pro-
posal of working house may thus be impera-
tive.

The Minister for Works: From whose
speech are you quoting?

Hon. J. T. TONXKIN: This is. an extract
from a report by Colonel Tydemnan in con-
nection with this matter. When the Gov-
ernment proposed to take this step and
hand over these installations to Co-operative
Bulk Handling Ltd., the bulk-handling
committee consulted Colonel Tydeman inr
connection with the proposal because, as
the Minister knows, the bulk handling com-
mittee recommended to the Government that
this aiction be not -taken because it was
against the interests of the State.

The Minister for Works: Bat who made
the speech from which that extract is taken?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I did. It is to be
found at page 2272 of "Hansard" for 1947.
The bulk handling committee had this to say
when reporting for the consideration of
cabiniet-

The .ommittee considers that the Govern-
meat shouild retain control of termninal elev-
tor facilities ait ports in order that it may
implement its policy regarding port charges,
etc., from time to time and be able, if it so
desired, to equalise the charges per bushel
for nil the ports.

Here is an extract froni a report of the
Director of Works, Mr. Duas, ia connee-
Honn with the matter.

The system approved by the previous Go0v-
ernment provided for the assembly of all full
wheat trucks on an area between North Fre-
mantle Staltion and the proposed work house
siection-i.e., clear of wharf frontages. The
trucks would then run by capstans assistedl by
gravity through the work honse where they
would be emptied and aultomatically weighed
at a rate tip to 500 tons per hour. The maxi-
munm rate of loading to ships would be 1,200
tons per hour. The work house wouild have in-
cludedi a silo storage capacity of 5,250 tons,
.ind would be connected to the hospital silo,
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giviug a total storage capacity of 13,250 tonus
"biel., in the opinion of the committee, is the
minimum necessary to deal with an average
export programme of 14,000,000 bushels of
wheat. (The average export fromi Fremiantle
1930-1940 was 15,300,000 bushels.)

Mr, Tydeman 'a report attached sets out his
opinion as to the serious effect which the
establishment of the companky's proposals
would have on the fuiture (lerelDpiueYnt of the
port.

So there is more in this than just handing
over to an efficient wheat-handling company
the bulk installations -erected with State
money. These bulk installations were part
of a scheme which would have enabled the
port development to result in considerable
henefit to the Railway Department and alle-
viate the distress it has experienced for a
number of years because of a shortage of
rnlling'stock. But the handing over of the
installation to *Co-operative Bulk Handling
Ltd. meant an end of the scheme for the
erection Of a workhouse and the reorganisa-
tion of the railway lay-out. The, develop-
3ment of the port, so far as thatt scheme is
concerned, is absoltely' stopped.

The Miniter for Works: Are you con-
vineed that the wvorkhouse was fully justi-
fied?

Hon. J. T. TONICIN: Ye;, and not only
1, but the previous Government.

The Minister for 'Works: A nd you are
still convinced of it?

Hon. J. T7. TONKIN: Yes, because I take
thle report of Colonel Tydemian and that of
the Director of Works, both of whom said
that the installation of this workhouse and
the reorganisation of the .railway lay-out
were necessary to enable the proper devel-
opmnit of the port and tile efficient hand-
ling of the wheat harvest.

The Minister for Works: Would you cdie
to say that Co-operative Bulk Handling
Ltd. is not operating efficiently there,
because the workhouse has not been pro-
vided ?

Ron. J. T. TONKCIN: I would say that
the operation at present being carried out
is not nearly as efficient as it could be if
the workhbuse were erected and the railway
section reorganised, because we still hare
the lon.- back-shunt of empty trucks which
not only delays the transport of the wheat,
but is leaving the dejartment short of
trqcks which could be used for something
else.

The Minister for Works: 'Do you say'
Bulk Handling Ltd. did not take that
into eons ideration?9

Hon. J. T1. TONKIN: I know they did
not, because they were not concerned about
it, and ]ieither was the Government.

The 'Minister for Railways: Why cannot
these improvements still be effected?

Hon. J. T7. TONKIN: Because they re-
quire the erection of the workhouse' on
the site to enable the reorganisation to
take place. Obviously the Minister did not
study the report of the Director of Works,
who set out eleqrly to* the Minister just
whatah position was. I understand the
report was first requested by the Premier
for the informaion of Cabinet.

The Minister for Works: Do you not
think you are biased against Bulk Handling
Ltd. ?

Hon. J. T. TON17IN: I protest not
against Bulk Handling Ltd., hut against
the way in which the Government is re-
peatedly handing out favours at the ex-
pense of the State generally. This cannot
be jiUStifled onl any count, because on thle
advice of the expcrts-wvhose capacity is
un1doubted-this proposal was definitely
wrong and against the best interests of the
State. The Government entirely disregarded
what Colonel Tydenian said about it and
what 'Mr. Dumas said, and handed the in-
stallation over because Bulk Handling
Ltd. asked for it.

The Minister for Works: Tha is merely
youir opinion.

Hion. J. T. TONKIN: I am quoting the
facts.

The Minister for Works: You are quot-
ing thle facts as you seo them.

Hon. A. R. Gr. Hawke:. Cannot the 1Pre-
mier keep the Minister for Work1, in orderI

Hon. J. T1. TONKIN: The facts are, (1)
that the Government handed over the in-
stallations to Co-operative Bulk Handling
Ltd.-which is indisputable; (2) Colonel
Tydernan reported against it because, if the
Government went ahead with it, that would
nullify the plans that had been drawn up
for harbour development and extension:
(3) the Director of Works reported against
it and (4) the bulk handling committee told
the Government it should not go on with
the proposal.

.15:33
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The Minister for Housing: The fifth fact
is that it is the best economic proposition
of the lot.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Why say that I am
putting forward only may point of view-,,

The Minister for Works: That is all it is.

Hon. J1. T. TONKILN: I amn giving the
facts.

The Minister 'for Works: Because you
Ray%~ thing, that does not make it so.

Ron. J. T. TONKIN: I am telling the
Minister what he should know already.

The Minister for Housing: You left out
the fifth fact, that economically this wvas
the wise thing to do.

Ron. J. T. TONKIN- The 'Minister for
Housing is wrong, because the experts say
this was economically the wrong thing to
do.

The Minister for Housing: Other experts
say otherwise.

Ron. J. T. TONKIN- Will the Minister
tell me of one expert that said otherwise?

The Mlinister for Housing: The people
who are concerned in the wheat industry
and who know all about it.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Minister says,
"The people in the wheat industry, 'who
know all about wheat."

The 'Minister for Housing: They know
All about wheat, just as the other people
know all about harbours.

Hon. £ ,T. TONKIN: And they know
what is involved in the handling of wheat.
Is that long back shunt of railway trucks
an economic proposition?

The Minister for Works: No, but there
are other factors.

Hon. A. R. Gt. Hawke: The Minister for
Housing had better go back into his shell
house.

The 'Minister for Housing: I was a wheat
farmer, once.

Hon. A. R. 01. Hnwke: Yes, once.
The "Minister for Housing: Af ter 12

years of successful wheat farming I am
entitled to be heard.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I will quote further
from the report of the Director of Works,
who said-

The present system does not alter what has
been in existence at Fremantlc since the in.

ception of bulk wheat-i.e., Bulk Handling
Ltd. had loaded from country bin into rail-
way wagon, the railways have transported
the wheat, and the Fremtantle Harbour Trust
bas unloaded from railway wagon, stored on
wharf find loaded into ship-all in accord-
ance with the Bulk Handling Act and the
Frenmantle Harbour Trust Act.

So long as the Australian Wheat Board, or
any similar purchasing body operates, Bulk
Handling Ltd., will have no actual responsi-
bility for, or interest in the wheat once it
has been loaded into railway wagons at the
country siding.

Mr. Braine suggests that his company's
staff would be more experienced and therefore
more efficient. This would not be so, as the
equipment and procedure are entirely differ-
ent from anything operated by the company.

The committee considers that there is more
involved in the proposal than the mere man-
ning or control of the working of the wheat
terminal. The committee has Dot been sup'
plied with any details or plans of the pro-
posals of Bulk Handling Ltd, but the follow-
ing extract, dated 30/8/1946, indicates its
inteationj if the company is given control:-

''The present equipment could be made a
complete efficient nod economic shipping unit,
particularly is a small sum was expended to
bring the capacity of the Aunstralian Wheat
Board section near to that of the Western
Australian Goverumeat section. It would be
difficult to Justify any further capital expen-
diture which would considerably increase
operating costs.''

The continued use, as proposed by the com-
pany, of the hospital silo as the site for un-
loadiug railway wagons would involve the
travelling of every wagon along the full
length of the Northi Wharf to as far as the
root of the North Mole breakwind, and then
back shunting the same distance again to the
hospital silo. The empty trucks would have
to re-ti~srel the same route to go out. In
addition each full truck is weighed en route,
which is both costly and slows down the rate
of travel of the trains.

The r.'tc of intake at the hospital silo is
100 to 120 tons per hour.
There is the reason why it is not economice
to give these installations to Co-operative
Bulk Handling Ltd., and why it would
be economical to erect the workhouse and
re-organise the railway lay-out.

The Minister for Railways: I cannot see
why that cannot be done, if'-neeessary.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: As the Minister for
Railways is showing some interest in the
matter we may get somewhere. Will he
talk to the Director of Works about the re-
port and ascertain from him why it can-
not be done?-

The Minister for Railways: I will wait
fur Colonel Tydeman 'a report.
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Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Minister might
speak to the Director of Works, whose re-
port I have quoted, and ascertain why these
developments cannot take place if the
workhouse is not erected and Co-operative
Bulk Handling Ltd. remains in charge
of these installations.

The Minister for Railways: Why cannot
this be done if Co-operative Bulk Handling
Ltd. remains there?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Because they will
not go to the additional expense of erecting
tire workhouse, hut will load and unload
from the hospital silo. As the Mfinister is
the first member of the Government to dis-
play any interest in the matter, it is possible
that the State might yet benefit from having
the right action taken. I suggest that the
Mfinister discuss the matter with Mr. Dumas
because it vitally affects his own depart-
ment. Then, if the Minister has sufficient
'4rcngIth in Cabinet to combat those who are
all the time battling for Co-operate Bulk
Hfandling, it jnay be possible to have a
reversal of policy. When dealing with this
matter previously I pointed out how the
harbour development had been stopped. The
Minister for Housing interjected and said
that Co-operative Bulk Handling had an
agreement for five years only. That was
nieaning to imply that it was only to he
held for five years. That is a strange view
to take of the needs of the State because if
this development would be advantageous to
the State, then. we should not have to wait
five years to get it. It should be put into
operation immediately.

It is all very well for the Minister for
Education to get tip and accuse me of using
words which approach vilification of Co-
operative Bulk Handling because I have
something, against the company. Wha t
annoys, me is to see this company getting
favours which only benefit a section of the
people at the expense of the people gener-
ally. We represent, or are supposed to
represent, State interests, not sectional in-,
terests, and the wore I see of these happen-
ings the more concerned I become. Fre-
quently I am obliged to draw attention to
what is happening with regard to Co-opera-
tive Bulk Handling and the impression is
grained that I have something personal
against the company-

I have nothing personal ,upiinst the coin-
pany at all, nor those connected with it.

Those inca do their job efficiently and they
have had control of the handling of wheat
in this State for years. However, there is
no reason why they should have what they
ask for at the expense of the people gener-
ally, and that is undoubtedly what has hap-
pened in connection with the handing over
of these assets at the port. If any confirm-
ation of that is required it is only necessary
to study carefully the report drawn up by
Mr. Duzmas on behalf of the bulk handling
committee and !Colonel Tydeman's rep*t
which dealt with this aispect of the matter.
I will be most interested to see if Colonel
Tydenian has again referred to it, and if he
has, then I pronmise the Minister for Works
he will hear some more about it.

MB. GRAYDEN (Middle Swan) [10.53].
I wish to raise a point in connection with
local government and this seems to be the
only part of the Estimates where I can dis-
enss it. 'My complaint deals with bylaws
which have been framed by the Roekingham
Road Board restricting the use of caravans
and teats in the Rockingham district. This
matter will affect thousands of holiday mank-
era who for many years have gone down to
Roekingham, Point Peron and Naval Base.
The bylaws to which I refer are astonish-
ingmly severe and it would appear that the
sole ohiect of the road board in framing
them has been to increase the value of
pro nerty in the board's area at the expense
of thousands of holiday makers who have a
right to visit that area in the holiday season.

I regret that the session is so far adl-
v'anced that it is not possible to introduce
.an amendment to the Road Districts Act to
remedy the matter. I consider it an ex-
tremely serious matter as it will affect
thousands of holiday makers over the
Christmas and New Year vacation. I will
qnote one instance to illustrate the-way in
which these bylaws cut right across the
rights of holiday makers. An acquiaintance
of mine has, ai home at Rockingham, but
with the, present shortage of houses he has
leased this residence in order that people
could rointo it. He had included in the
lease the right to place a caravan on that
property and the right to use the bath-
room, washhouse and other facilities. Under
these bylaws he is orevented from placing
n caravan on the block.

These bylaws prevent any person from
having either a caravan or a tent on any
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property of less than half an acre. A per-
son can have a block at Rockingham, Point
Peron or Naval Base but he is not permitted
to put a caravan or a tent on that block
unless, it Js of at least one half an acre and
in addition for every one or two caravans
on the black the person must provide separ-
tt washliouse, bathroom and other conveni-
Vnres. It is a most unfair provision and it
will debar thousands of people from going
to this area, as they have done in the past,
foir their holidays. I hope the road board
will publicly, announce the relaxation of
these restrictions prior to the coming holi-
day season.

MR. LESLIE (Mt. MarshJall) [10.561
Hitherto, the control and administration of
the Barbalin water scheme has been car-
ried out by the Public Works Department,
country water supply section. Recently the
administration of this particular scheme
liars been passed over to the Goldficlds
Water Supply Scheme and I would like
the Minister, later on, to tell me why this
action was necessary. In my opinion it is
a ret rograde step.

rrhe scheme has, ini the past, been very
wvell administered and it has provided ex-
(cellent service. The department has done
aL good job to meet the requirements and
deimands of the service although they have
lbeen limited by material supplies and short-
ages; everything that could he done has
been done. I know that officers in charge
of that water supply, Mr. Crimp in par-
lienlar, went out of their way to endeavour
to obtain supplies, or a priority of sup-
plies, over other schemes. The transferrin .g
of thep control of this scheme to the Gold-
fields Water Supply will make this scheme
a Cinderalla to the larger undertaking. In
fact, the scheme is being referred to as
"Crinip's orphan" and I very much regret
thatt the change has taken place. Because
Of the needs of the large concern, the
smaller section is likely to be overlooked.

The scheme obtains its water from the
(iooldflelds water scheme and the water is
pumped into one of three dams and reticu-
lated into communicating dams. From
those danms it is reticulated throughout the
country areas. For some considerable time
a new pump has been requested and has
been on order. This pump is for pumping
the water to the other dams. From the
information I have been able to obtain this

pump was actually sighted prior to the
scheme going over to the GJoldfields Water
Supply but now it is out of sight. Also,
I learn that the possibility is that when it
does arrive it will be sent to some other
pumping station and those served by the
Barbalimi No. 1 water scheme will be left
lamenting. At present, the position is that
the pump in use on the Nn. I Barbalin witer
scheme is% likely to break down any minute,
and if it does we will he faced with the
possible loss of tens of thousands of sheep
because that is the'only water supply avail-
able.

If the pump is unable to maintaiii supply
to the adjacent dams, the department must
realise the difficulty the stock owner.; will
lie in; and it will be impossible to extricate
them fromn it because the Railway Depart-
mnent will not be able to cart water to the
area or remove the stock in time. I hope
the Minister will be able to tell mae that he
will make some inquiries into the question
and get that new pump on the job. The
Public 'Works Department ij; responsible'
f or the preparation of the submissions. I
was extremely disappointed at the small
amount of money which appears to have
been allocated for expenditure on the com-
prehiensive water scheme during- this year.
It indicates that the rate of progress will
be lamentably slow. I appreciate that there
are difficulties regarding materials. To-
night the Minister mentioned the difficulty
in obtaining steel piping hut I suggest to
him that a great deal of earthworks could
be undertaken.

It should he possible to undertake work
in different parts of the scheme simnultane-
ously. That is, instead of commnencing at
the M1undaring end to prepare the way for
the pipes and slowly work out until the
end of the pipe is reached, it should 'be
possible to have gangs of men further out
preiparing the pipe tracks from the 12 inch
mains down to the four inch mains. A
great deal of the preparatory earthworks
which must be done laboriously by hand
and for which no materials aire required
could lie carried out. Although I am aware
there is a shortage of manpower I think it
could be so divided as -to permit of that
work being carried out. The Minister can-
not do better at this time than put in
hand work of this nature, which will be
more profitable to the State in the end
than a great deal of other work that is he-
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ing perforined by his department and which
is of a lower priority.

If we are to have more population we
must undertake profitable development
work for production. For far too long the
people in the outback areas have been
denied amenities9 and reasonable facilities
because of the plea of lack of finance, and
now that we have the finance. we expect
to conic first into the picture and Dot have
the mnoney spent elsewhere. I would like
to remind the Government that there is an
area which lies north of the Goldfields line,
which is also part of Western Australia.
Earlier this session I listened carefully to
the accounting by the Premier when he in-
dicated that a great deal of money was to
be spent in the southern arcs. I heard a
great deal of mention of places south of
the Goldfields line but not much mention
was made of the places north. I would re-
mind him that we are also part of the
State and arc desirous of receiving a rea-
sonable share of the money to be spent on
developmental work.

TRE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
V. Donev-WillinmmsNarrogin-in reply,)
(11.63: The member for North-East Fre-
mantle spoke at some length on the work
being done ou the galleries at North-East
Fremnantle. I do not want to run away
from the argument, but the hon. member
will not mnisunderstand me when I say that
that is not really my department hut comes
under the Department of Agriculture.
4"Hnn. J. T. Tonkcin: No.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do
not mind admitting that this matter may
have been. mentioned in Colonel Tydeman's
report and if I find it has I will, of course,
read it. As ill be understood, the public
works that are being conducted t the
moment at Fremantle are confined largely
to harbour improvements.

Hon. J1. T. Tonkin: Oh, no, they are not?
Surely the Minister must know that the
Public Works Department erected these gal-
lcries in the first place.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,
hut at present they have passed entirely
beyond 'may control. I do not say that wve
have no interest in them, but at the moment
we have no responsibility over them.

Hon. J1. T. Tonkin: Mainly because you
have given the responsibility to somebody
else.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS. There
is bound to he some reason, but whatever it
is we have no economic interest in them.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: 'Who has?*

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: At
present I do not know the conditions of the
five-year agreemntnt that has been mentioned,
but those with the principal interests would
be the bulk-handlingl authorities and the
thousands of farmers which they represent.

Hon. J. T. Tonk-in: The State has9 not
given it away.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No,

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: They are State assets,
so which department do they come under?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They
come under the Department of Agriculture.

Hon. J. iT. Tonkin: I say they do not.

The M{INISTER FOR WORKS: We
agree to differ on that matter. No possible
henefit can accrue fromn discussion upon it
just now. Possibly at the end of the periodI
possibly it might he desirable to raise the
mnatters which the hon. member has in mind.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: There is no agree-
inent. It' has not even been signed.

The MINISTER FOR 'WORKS: The
bon. member might have some justi-fication

Jor saying that. In any ease, the transfer
has been requested and the hon. member
surely would not S~ig-eSt that we go along
to Co-Operative Bulk Handling Ltd., and
seek to cancel previous understandings and
agreements.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: If it were in the in-
terests of the State, yes.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS- Even
the wording of that agreement has not been
seen. The memnber for Middle Swan brought
up the matter of by-laws as affecting cara-
vans at Rockingham. This question is
really within the province of the Minister
for Iocal Government. -I, of course, admit
that money is provided in the Public Works
Estimates. Why, I do not know. Neverthe-
less, it so happens that Ar. Lindsay, who is
;vn charge of this department, ir domiceiled at
the Barracks, so if the hon. member will pee

me I will arrange to put him in touch with
that officer and he may he able to indicate
some way out of the difficulty.

The only other matter of consequene wvas
that me-ntioned by way of complaint by the
muemher for Mt. Marshall, wvho stressed the
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view that the Barbalin scheme should not
have been handed over to the control of the
Goldfields Water Supply. It has only just
biven handed over and therefore the hon.
memuber has hand no experience to guide him
in what is likely to happen. I think the
han. member said that it had become a sort
or Cinderella affair. 1 cannot see that there
ia. any justification for that. Under the
(Joldields Water Supply, control will not
lose anything in efficiency. It was under
an efficient branch of the department and
has passed over to another branch equally
etlicient.

Item, Salaries and Allowances, £237,400.

M1r. ILE'sLIE: One instance alone has
a~orded sufficient experience to justify my
coniplaint. The water scheme has been in
ex-istence for nearly 20 years and for the
first time we have had water restrictions,
though there has been no drought. Onl the
contrary, the season has been an excellent
one. Consequently, the people are asking
what good wvill come of handing over this
.. hseue to the (old-ids Water Supply. The

matter of the l)WI1P also justifies; my comn-
Iluint. If the pump were replaced, the
necessity for water rationing would dis-
appecar.

V'ote put and passed.

Votr-C(roirn Lair Officesq, £210,654:

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (lion. A.
A'U. Abbott-Northi Perth) [11.13]: The

E'stimaites show a considerable increase
inainly dite to the taking over of the Prices
Control Offiice from the Commonwealth.
'Ibi- departmuent contains the usual law
services (if the Crown and, since the 20th
September, 19418, the administration of
price-fixing has been added. The revenue
aeitually received last year was £f474,605 and
the revenue anticipated during the current
financial year is £C434,433, representing a
decrease of £C40,172. Estate duties form the
mainw source of the departmental revenue,
and it is expected that this will be £34,387
li-s during the current financial year. This
estimate is based on the fact that last year
03419,487 was collected, this being the
highest ever recorded. 'The estimate this
year of £275,000 has been exceeded on only
One Mccsion1.

The revenue of the Lands Titles Office,
which was £44,033 last year, is expected to
lie about the ;ame this year. There was a

considlera ble rise in this revenue after the
war, a record of £45,863 having been
achieved in 1946-47, but the busiSness of this
office is flow settling down and, pending a
lifting of the restrictions, a similar volume
of business is expected this year.

A slighft increase is expected in the re-
venue of the Public Trust Office, which was
£14,920 last year. In the past, concern has
been felt because this office has not been
able to show a protit, but it should be
remiemibered that the public is being pro-
vided with a useful service, inasmuch as
estates are handled that evidently others are
unwilling to undertake the responsibility of
administering, such as those estates form-
erly administered by the Curator of In test-
ate Estates. The inability to show a profit
is not peculiar to this office. A similar
result is being experienced by the Public
Trust Office in New Zealand, which has
been established for many years. The esti-
mnated expenditure on salaries provides for
ain increase of £82,110, of which £00,000
represents provision for the staff of the
Pikes Office taken over from the Common-
wealth. The remainder of the excess is due
to increases granted last financial year and
in order to provide for 27 pay days this
year instead of 20.

MR. GRAHAM (EasAt Perth) [11.17]:
Notwithslandin~z the lateness of the hour, I
feel impelled, on account of an occurrence
this evening, to protest against the expendi-
ture of public money to pay public servants
to conduct elections that result in the re-
turn of certain individuals so steeped in
prejudice and bigoted in outlook that the
welfare of the State causes them not a
scintilla of concern. To my utter disgust,
'T witnessed a spectacle this evening of a
Bill being dlefeated in another place, not on
account of its lack of merit, but because one
who bus been a persistent critic of the pres-
ent eoinstitution of the Legislative Council,
based onl a limited franchise, was its author.
Public affairs in this State have come to a
pretty pass when the fate of a Bill is deter-
mjined, not on its merits, but on account of
the colour of the hair, the religion, the
school attended, the political views or the
expressions of the member sponsoring it. It
is miserable and contemptible that any
public man should descend to the depths I
have outlined.
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The CHAIRMAN: Order! To what item
is the hon. member speaking?

Mr. GRAHAM: The vote dealing with
the Electoral Department. In conclusion, I
say that it is an affront to the taxpayers
that public servants must conduct elections
based on a franchise that returns such in-
dividuals.

MR. HEGNEY (Pilbarn) [11.19]. I can-
not see any reference in these Estimates to
the expenditure for price-fixing.

The Attorney General: There is an item,
£60,000.

Mr. HEGNEY: I understood that the
cost of administering price-fixing nder the
State Act would be borne by the Common-
wealth Government.

The Attorney General: Reinibursed.

Mr. HIJGNEY: I should like to have
some information on the point. Some little
time ago I asked a question of the Attorney
General with respect to the administration
of price-fixing in this State. In reply, he
said there were 67 inspectors or investi-
gators employed under the Prices Commis-
sioner, who is the chief administrative of -
ficer of that department, and that there had
been no prosecutions for excessive prices
since the State took over administration of
the Act.

The Attorney General: At that time.

Mr. HIEGNEY: Will the Minister tell the
Committee what number of prosecutions
bas been launched since my questions were
asked and the result of those prosecutions7'
I understand that under the Act it is neces-
sary for the Prices Commissioner to ob-
tain the consent of .the Attorney General
before launching prosecutions. I am not
imputing any motives to the Attorney Gen-
-eral and am not saying that if the Commis-
sioner recommended certain prosecutions he
would hestitate to give his consent; but
there is no doubt that the present position
calls for definite action on the part of the
Commissioner and his staff. I do not blame
the staff, because it is under the control
of the Commissioner who, in turn, is under
the control of the Attorney General. There
is need for action to he taken in the metro-
politan area, if not in other parts of the
State, for the .protection of housewives and
the people generally. I would like the At-
torney General to tell the Committee what'

(132]

the activities of these inspectors arc, the
nature of their approach to traders and
w~hether'they report to the Commissioner.
No names, for certain reasons, are given.

What action does the Commissioner then
take? I believe that in the city prices of
various commodities are increasing. In
soniceases the increases are small, in others
fairly substantial. If this position con-
tinues, and Parliament is rising tonight or
tomorrow, then certain traders who are out
to exploit the public to the fullest possible
extent will have nine months of unbridled
,activity, unless the Attorney General takes
definite steps to seee that the regulations made
under the Att arc obeyed. I hope the At-
torney General will address himself for a
few moments to that position. With your
permission, 'Mr. Chairman, I desire to make
brief reference to a Bill which was intro-
duced in this Chlimber yesterday and which
was dealt with by another place in a rather
peremptory manner. Without mentioning

nae, I 'want to contradict the rather
asinine and puerile remark of members of
another place when a Bill relating to our
electoral law was dealt wvith. The state-
ment was made that there were in the
Legislative Assembly certain individuals
who would hold themselves up as dictators.

The CHAIRMAN: I think the member
for Pilbara is getting away from the vote.

Mr. HEGNEY: No, Sir. The vote relates
to the Crown Law office and the Electoral
Department.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member may
speak on the administration of the depart-
mncnt.

Mr. HEGNEY: I shall not enter into an
argument on the exercise of my right to
speak. I believe in exercising that right,
as I said on a previous occasion, without
having to adopt other means. I shall not
speak at length, if you will allow me two
or three moments. I leave it at that; other-
wise, I shall be reluctantly compelled to
spend at 'least an hour and a half to two
hours on the question. All I was ' intending
to say *as that members in another place
made this uncalled-for remark and I wish
to give it the lie direct. If there is any
dictatorship at all, it has been amply
demonstrated in recent days that there is
no attempt at dictatorship in this Cham-
ber, while there has been a demonstration
of dictatorship, in all its aspects, in an-
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other place. I take the opportunity of en-
tering my protest against the irresponsible,
puerile and silly remarks ol certain mem-
hers in another place with regard to our
attempts to widen the franchise of the
people.

HON. E. NUJLSEN (Kanowna) [11.27]:
Having held the portfolio of Minister for
Justice for eight years and having had the
utmost good relationship with the depart-
ment, I wish to say that the officers are the
most genial one could meet in any
walk of life. They are above reproach. I
wish to suggest to the Attorney General
that our statutes need revision. A small
committee should be formed for this
purpose.

The Attorney General: I made an offer to
your Leader to do this, but be refused.

Hion. E. NVLSEN: The matter should be
attended to. Unfortunately, when I was in
office we were at war, but I did arrange for
Mr. Justice Wolff to do part of the work.
He did an excellent job. We provided him
with an able clerk to assist him. Many
statutes should be repealed, others need
revising and many wvant consolidating. For
instance, there are very many amendments
to the Transfer of Land Act and it is diffi-
cult to find what one wants.

The Attorney General: D~o you mean a
Parliamentary committee?

Hon. E. NULSEN: No. I do not think
such a committee would be able to devote
the necessary time to the work, which I
think would take at least three or four
years.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: What about asking
for some British justicei?

lHon. E. NlJLSEN: We get British
justice. The onus should be on the prosecu-
lion to prove an accused person guilty, not
on the accused to establish his innocence.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: You know that
British justice connotes that a man is inno-
cent until proved guilty.

Hon. E. NULSEN: I have had that in
mind for a long time and I offer it as a sug-
gestion to the Government now. Mr. Justice
Wolff volunteered to undertake the task
and he is a very fine worker and is (Ting
a good job. If we could have a committee
on the lines I have suggested, a committee
paid by the Government to do the work and

bring our statutes up to date, it 'would be
well worth while.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. A.
V. R.. Abbott-North Perth-in reply)
[11.31]: 1 think the idea of the member for
Kanowna is a good one. It is being carried
out to some extent, partly in the department
and partly by the Law Society, which has
submitted many suggestions. I did propose
to the Leader of the Opposition that a Par-
liamentary Comuqittee should he set up: but
he decided that he could not co-operate. I
am still hoping something will be done be-
cause it is needed. There is such a commit-
tee in Victoria, which discusses Bills after
they bare been drafted.

I do not propose to deal at any length
with the subject of 'price-fixing but the
member for Pilbara asked me whether there
had been any prosecutions. There have
been prosecuitions, but the ofeuces were
committed prior to our taking over. A little
time is required to launch a prosecution,
and so far those that have taken place have
been Commonwealth prosecutions. But
charges will be laid by the State, because
the Crown Law Department is now working
on some facts and reports relating to cases
in which action is warranted.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Will the big
traders as well as the small ones be
prosecuted?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I think so.
Members of Parliament, too. Everyone! It
will be a free-for-all.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: When will the advi-
sory committee function?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is
functioning.

Ron. J. T. Tonkin: That is news to me.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The hon
member is not so far advanced in knowledge
as he appears to be. The advisory commit-
tee has sat on a number of occasions.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: I know it has sat all
right, but has anybody taken any notice of
it?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Certainly!
Hon. J. T. Tonkin: The Minister should

make some inquiries in order to he sure, be-
cause I do not think anyone is taking any
notice of it.
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL
know what the hon. member is ta,
but it is little he knows. A nit:
speetors are operating all the ti
price-fixing organisation is wv
tremely smoothly. There -will
pointed people all the time, be
will be price increases. We
the effects of the 40-hour week
withdrawal of subsidies, and
must be made for those things.
tion will Dot be stabilised for
or maore; but when it is, thhj
more static.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Is the
uniform in all the Statesq

Vote put and passed.

Votesq-Liceasitig, 163,309;
ICouft £I1,478-agrecd to.

Vote-Medical, £90,1941:

THE MINISTER FOR RlEA
A. V. R. Abbott-North Perth)
propose to deal with the Healt]
except where they relate to
mental hospitals, with -which I
ask the Honorary M1inister for
Shipping, under whose direct
they are administered, to deal.
Estimates do not include di
from the Hospital Fund, whi
creased very much of recent
total expenditure upon all Gove
departmental hospitals for th
which have been chosen for corn
as follows:-

Year.
1934-35
1946-47 . . -

1947-48 . . .

Of this amount the State and ti
wealth provided the following:-

Year. Commonwea
z

1934-35 . .. nil
1946417 .. 4 . 34594
1947-48 . .. 255,989

The cost of maintaining sub:
pitals -wilt be much higher th
cause of the effect of arbitral
and other rising costs. The
Commonwealtb benefits has bee
fer patients from paying be(
paying beds. Between 1943-44
the occupation of intermediat

:I do not
khing about,
mber of in-
mhe ana the

been reduced by 38 per cent. During the
same period the general occupation of beds,
including public and intermediate beds, in-
creased by 13 per cent.

orkiug ex- The recent increase by the Common-
be disap- wealth of hospital benefits from Os. to s.

cause there per day will represent approximately
are feeling £70,000 in Western Australia, but the in-
and of the creased cost of running hospitals between

allowance the basic years-upon which hospital bene-
The posi- fits were computed, namely 1942-44-was

siX months approximately £E440,000. Most of this dis-
igs will be crepancy has been made up hy the State,

whose contributions between those years
policy still has increased from £275,750 to £584,757 in

1947-48. In this financial year the esti-
mated State contribution will be £827,000
and the Commonwealth hospital benefits

Arbitrationa £326,000.
The Royal Perth Hospitalw'as opened on

the 3rd June, 1948, and the Government has
given authority to proceed with the second
section of this hospital. The T.B. clinic,

LTH (lion, which forms the headquarters of the tuber-
[11.35] : 1 culosis branch of the Public Health Depart-

IEstimates mnent, has been established in Murray-street
homes and and is now oberating. Much difficulty has
Totes I -will been experienced in securing tenderers for
Supply and the various works offered for tender, ap-
supervision patrently because so much simple and
The Health straightforward construction work is off er-

shursewents .ing that tenderers are unwilling to under-
ch have in- take the comparatively complex construe-
rears. The Lion work involved in hospital building.
rnment and Continued efforts will be wade to secure
ree 'periods the performance of the work which is avail-
parison was able, but so much remains to be done that

unfortunately delays must be anticipated.
Amount. A large amount of work is in progres9s and

£ much has been authorised. Works; are in
* 76,139progress, or plans have been pr2pared for

- 926,696 them at Albany, Bunbury, Collie, Bruce
he Common- Roek, Derby, Harvey, Kellerherrin, Lake

- Grace, itatanning, lMerredin, Mceekatharra-

.111. State. M1t. Magnet, Mullewa, Narrogin, Northam,
I Pinjarra, Pemberton, Quairading, Yarloop

282,921 and Wyndham, and at other country
325,750 hospitals.

M8,5 1r. Styants: There are more plans titan
sidised hos- work going on.
is year be-
ion awards The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Work
ifluence of is actually going on in connection with every
n to trans- one of these districts, either by plans or the
Is to non- actual work.
and 1047a48 Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: They are all in
e beds has various stages of completion.
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The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
nursing situation is still a matter of concern.
To this problem the Government has de-
voted much attention and among the direc-
tions explored has been the importation of
trained nurses from England, India and
surrounding countries, the introdut-tion. to
Wooroloo and other hospitals of a substan-
tial number of migrants from among the
displaced persons, the improvement of
nursing conditions and salaries to limit the
exodus of nurses to other States and to
encourage a flow towards the West, and the
substantial increase in the number of nurses
in training. There has been quite a degree
of success in the attempt to import nurses
from England and the other States.

IDuring 1948 there were 189 nurses from
other States or England registered with the
Nurses' Registration Board, and in the 10
months of 1948 another 102 have beeni reg-
istered. To develop the training of nurses
in country hospitals, the Government ap-
pointed a director of training and has
approached and secured the approval of the
Nurses' Registration Board for the use of
eight of the larger country hospitals as
training schools. There has, however, been a
definite improvement in the general staff-
ing position of -hospitals. The shortage
which in January, 1947, was computed at
217 trained nurses and 91 trainees is, today,
estimated at only 83 trained nurses and 53
trainees. The number of trainees in Janu-
dry, 19l46, wvas less than 5W0, whereas there
are now 821 persons in training. The State
has been and still is faced with a serious
epidemic of poliomnyelitis. One ease
occurred in January, fire in March, and
thereafter the disease has continued ini epi-
demic form. Some 280 persons luqve been
infected, and over 20 have died.

The Government, with the assistance of
the B.M.LA., has formed a committee to ad-
vise and assist the Government in its policy
in connection with this disease. Advice has
also been obtained from such outstanding
authorities as Dr. Stubbs Brown of Queens-
land, flame Jean Mc~amara, and Dr. Me-
Comus of Victo-ria, who have visited West-
ern Australia at the request of the Govern-
ment. I am advised that the early diagnosis
of poliomyelitis is often a matter of consid-
erable difficulty, and in April a consulting
doctor was appointed whose services are
available to any medical practitioner who
may be in doubt. A second consultant has

been appointed for the Goldfields. A eon-
sulting orthopaedic surgeon has been ap-
pointed who is responsible for the after-care
of patients. A special physiotherapentic
department is being built with necessary
equipment for this after-care. The Repatri-
ation Department is kindly permitting
patients to use the equipment at Hollywood
Hospital -until our own arrangements are
completed. With regard to research on this
disease, many millions of dollars have been
and are being expended in America in, con-
nection lxjth its problems.

It is not thought that a small-scale locall
research is likely to be very fruitful, and
accordingly the (lovernmeni has approached
the Commonwealth urging that investigar
tions be undertaken on an Australian basis.
In the meantime, full inquiry is being made
into every case by local health inspectors
working under the guidance of the Health
Department. Full records 'are being kept
and these should prove of great value when
the Commonwealth moves in the matter. It
must be remembered that in past years we
have escaped lightly, and consequently our
population lacked the immunity that fol-
lows mass exposure to infection. Even so,
our infection rate is about 44 per 100,000
of population as compared with 59, 97 and
273 per 100,000 in South Australia,
Victoria and Tasmania during the 1937-38
epidemic.

It is intended to form an after-care comn-
mittee comprising representatives from the
senior orthopaedic branch of the medical
profession andl also from organisations such
as the Red Cross, for the purpose of assist-
ing in connection with the after-care treat-
ment and rehabilitation of patients. The
Government has acted, and will continue to
act, on the advice of the advisory and after-
care committees, and will take all possible
steps to ensure that those who are suffering,
or have suffered, from this dread disease
receive all necessary treatment.

THE HONORARY MINISTER POR
SUPPLY AND SHIPPING (Hon. A. F. 0.
Cardell-Oliver-Subiaco) [11.46]: Owing to
the late hour, I shall take but a very few
minutes.. The MNinister for Health has out-
lined all the facts and figures and I shall
give a few details of what really is being
done in the homes and institutions. In the
first place, I would like to deal with the
home being erected primarily for elderly
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women upon a site near Canning Bridge.
Good progress has been made. Though
limited in some respects by delays in de-
livery of materials, I am glad to say that
the materials have recently been coming
forward more rapidly, and although the
borne is steadily proceeding towards com-
pletion, no definite date for its completioy
can be safely forecast. For the informa-
tion of members, I have had some photo-
graphs prepared which show the stage
reached a few wveeks ago.

The buildings now being erected comprise
a hospital block of two storeys for the bed-
ridden and similar types; a block of two
storeys for those capatle of attending to
their own needs or those needing slight
supervision; two duplex dwellings, each
capable of housing two couples who will
have their meals in the central dining
block; a central recreation hail which can
be used as a cinema or concert hall; ad-
ministrative staff quarters; nurses' quart-
ers; kitchen, and a covered way communi-
cation system. The cost of building and
furnishing the home will, it is hoped, be
borne wholly by the Lotteries Commission.
When the buildings now under construction
are completed, the home will provide very
superior accommodation for 140 inmates, of
whom nearly half will be more or' less bed-
ridden.

The ultimate plan provides for twvo more
blocks and additional duplex houses. When
the home is finally completed it is expected
it will house between 300 and 350 inmates.
The home will be one which should be the
pride of the people of Western Australia.
It will he at least the equal of anything
in the Commonwealth. In the meantime
many improvements have beenoimade in the
conditions for both the inmates and staff
at existing homes for aged women. Carinya
consists of two buildings at Shenton Park.
These were renovated, equipped and staffed.
These buildings accommodate at present 44
old ladies who are wholly or almost bed-
ridden.

As most members know, Woodbridge
is situated at the rear of the Church
of England Grammar School, Guildford, on
the banks of the Swan River. The num-
her of patients is 44 at present-six of
these are bedridden. The staff numbers
16. The home accommodates mainly those
women who can look after themselves.

Considerable improvements have been
undertaken and are in course of construc-
tion at Sunset. A programme of complete
renovation has been approved, and a con-
siderable amount of work has already been
carried out. A proper system of surface
drainage has been laid down, which avoids
the previous most undesirable and in-
healthy conditions, arising from flooding
after every heavy rainfall. Greater atten-
tion has been given to the surroundings of
the home, and the lawns and garden beds
nowv reflect credit on the staff, but the
most important advance which has been
undertaken is the conversion-now proceed-
ing-of twoe large wards into hospital
wards for the care of bedridden cases.
These wards wilt eventually care for 50
such old men. This wvill complete provision,
with the existing wards, for 150 bedridden
men. At present the total numb~r of men
in the home is 419. It is very interesting to
note the varying ages of the inmates-

There are 17 under 50.
.28 between 51 and 60.
78 between 61 and 70.

204 between 71 and 80.
106 between S1 and 90.

The tendency for pensions to rise has bad
the effect, which is wholly desirable, of per-
mitting many old men to live their lives
away from the home. This they do until
nature asserts itself and they are unable
to continue longer. The effect has been to
remove from the home the fitter classes of
inmate and increase the propoition of those
who are unfit. Provision of the additional
hospita[ accommodation in Sunset will
create the need for more nursing staff-the
need for which has also been increased by
the reduction of working hours. This in-
creased staff requires additional living ac-
commodation, thus adding to the great.
problem of building construction. The food
is of excellent quality and well cooked. I
would like, to read an extract from the last
report by the visiting committee, so that
members may. fully realise what is being
done at this home. It reads as follows:-

We noted with pleasure that lockers had
been supplied-'in many of the wards and that
these are to be furnished throughout the
home. We also observed that the new dryer
and new drying tumbler bad been installed
in the laundry, and these should prove of
immense assistance to the staff during the
winter months. The wards were clean and
cheerful and the replanting of the lawns,
following the laying down of new drains, is
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being expeditiously carried out. We saw
served in generous quantities an appetising
meal comprised of soup, mince, mashed pota-
toes, earrots and turnips, with a sago pud-
ding.

Eff orts. have been mode to improve the spe-
cial diets required by some of the men. This,
of course, has involved enlargement of the
kitchen and the provision of additional
equipment. A new storeroom is being pro-
vided, giving additional space for the pre-
paration find handling of food, and also a
new and hygienic bread room. for cutting
and storage of this item of food. It is also
proposed, in the coarse of the work now
proceeding, to terminate the present un-
desirable practice of many men dining in
their dormitories. Arrangements are being
made for space to be set apart as diniur
rooms and other space as sitting rooms.
Additional provision of easy seating accom-
modation is, being made outside the wards
and under the verandahs, so that the life of
the inmates, u-ill not be eonfined, as it is very
subsbnitially at present, to the beds wherein
they sleep dluring the night--sit or recline
dulling the day-and alongside which they
eat their meals.

Turning now to the inmates of the mental
hospitals in this State, there are over 1,500
patients-not many less than the total num-
ber of patients at any one time in the other
hospitals in the State. At Claremont there
are 784 males andl 556 females, and a staff
of 325. The cost of upkeep for the year
ending thle 30th June, 1948, was £C172,294-
not including Public Wqrks Department
work. The general repair and repainting of
this hospital in light colours has brightened
the aspect to at remarkable extent, and given
a cheerful appearanco which was lacking
previously. The Government approved of
the construction of an additional ward for
75 senile ca115% and a speoial ward for the
care of patients suffering from tuberculosis
has been approved and plans are now in the
course of preparation. The construction of
the approved buildings is attended by the
usual difficulties such as the scarcity of
material, and necessarily" the progress is
slow. An x-raky examination of the chests of
All patients, as well as those of the staff, has
been completed.

The Inspector General of Mental Hos-
pitals, Dr. Thompson, recently -returned
from 'England where he attended a mental
health congress. Whilst oversea he enquired

into modern trends in the treatment of
mientally afflicted people, and much good is
exp~ected from his visit, One important
aspect in which the Government is inter-
ested is the care and treatment of sub-
.normal children. There are 58 such children
in Claremont. Between the ages of 1 and
14 there are 25 males and 29 females, and
floni 15 to 17 years there are 5 males and
4 females. These are segregated in sexes,
hut only partly segregated according to
their subnormality, They are trained in
hanbit training, and a few are given light
domestic tasks. The Government i anxious
to provide tbese c-hildren. with a more suit-
able environment.

With the adults, occupational therapy is
practised. This includes domestic work,
gardening trades, needlework, laundry, sew-
ing -room and arts and crafts for ex-Service-
men. Approximately 490 of these patients
are empltoyed in the occupations already
outlined. A women's hairdressing salon is
being installed as an amenity for selected
female patients and for female staff. The
latter will be required to pay a small fee.
A library of new and modern books for the
Us~e of patients replaces the worn out library.

As members are aware, the Heath cote
Hfome is situatedl in one of oar most beauti-
flt sites 'overlooking the river. There are
55 male and 58 female patients. Patients are
given occupational therapy including needle-
work, arts and crafts, garden and domestic
work. Steps are being taken to improve
and enlarge the facilities for occupational
therapy, to which end the assistant matron
spent some monthis in Melbourne recently,
learning the processes associated with pot-
tery niunufaet~lre, and a pottery kiln has
been ordered, with the assistance of the
Lotteries Commission, and will he installed
on arrival. Other improvements also are
being planned for this home. The patients
recovered and discharged last year number-
ed 201 and 102 improved, while 64 were

setto Claremont.

Patients at Heatheote are entitled to
benefits under the Commonwealth Hospital
Benefits Fund which provides for their free
treatment. The eases which are outside the
scope of this fund are Repatriation, Navy
and Shipping. The Commonwealth pays
for Repatriation, Army, Navy, and the
shipping companies for the latter. There
are no children in this home at present. I
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understand a Bill is now before the Com-
monwealth Parliament which, if passed,
will have the eff'ect of relieving the patients
at Claremont of maintenance charges in the
same way as applies at Heatheote.

In reference to Greenpiace Hospital, as
members are aware, this is in Mosman Park
near Mon Repos. It is on the river front,
and is a converted private house with rocky
cliff surroundings. The number of patients
is 22-these are women. The mental
patients remain indefinitely and the inebri-
ates from three to 12 months. It is mainly
for chronic eases. Transfers may be made
from this home to Claremont if necessary,
according to the physical and mental state
of the patients.

Considerable increases in all homes in the
provision of refrigeration through the
various wards and staff quarters are being
made wherever possible. Units have been
ordered and deliveries will commence before
long. In nmany of these matters the Lot-
tefies Commission has assisted in no small
degree, and the depnrtment is very grateful
for that assistance.

Whitby Falls is a farm property with an
acreage of 982 acres. There are 35 patients
there and the staff numbers nine. Some of
the patients are employed in dairying, vege-
table aind frnitgrnwing and domestic work.
One man hatches chickens with an incubator
and last year hatched about 2,000. Some
men have their own gardens, others bare
built their own sun houses in which they
keep their tools and where they read or
rest. All have ample room in wards and
some have their private lockers beside
their beds. In some instances they have
private rooms. I personally visited the
home and talked to all the patients and
was most impressed with the hapjwy atmo-
sphere surrounding the place. That is my
report.

HON. J. B. SLEflMAI( (Fremantle)
[12.31: The Minister,, when introduc-
ing the Health Estimates, went tbrough
a long list of hospitals but nothing
was mentioned about the maternity
hospital for Fremantle. One of the
largest deputations ever to be formed in
Fremantle waited on the Minister and
stated that a maternity hospital should be
provided. It is an urgent necessity and I
thought we might have been provided for

as the Minister promised that something
would be done. When the public meeting
was called to receive the report of the
deputation, and also the report of some of
the local doctors, it was decided that we
would not burden the State Government
with the whole cost, but would ask the
'Prime Minister to assist in providing a
maternity ward in Fremiantle. I hope the
Minister, when he replies, will tell us that
he intends to do something. When the
deputation went to the Minister it was not
a olitical one but was representative of all
bodies in Fremantle. I hope the Minister
will use his influence to see that a matern-
ity hospital is prov'ided for this district.

Vote put and passed.

Vete-Pieblic Health, £C133,115-agreed
to.

Vote-M1entul Hospitals and Inebriatesq,
f-938,948:

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I thought the
Minister would have said something and
not treated me with contempt. I would
like to know whether he intends to do some-
thing about this matter otherwise r will
have to move that one of the items be re-
duced. I am not going to let the M1inister
get away with it like that.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I did
intend to reply to the hon. member, but the
Vote slipped through before r realilied it.
The maternity hospital at Fremantle, like
all other maternity hospitals, will be at-
tended to as soon as possible. Government
policy is to provide maternity hospitals as
fast as labour and materials become avail-
able. At present the King Edward 'Memor-
ial Hospital is able to serve the metropoli-
tan area and the needs of other districts,
which are more urgent, are being met. It
is essential that careful consideration to
priorities should he given and the Fre-
mantle hospital will be kept before the
Priorities Committee from time to time.

Vrote put and passed.

Vote-Fisheries, £619,891:

The MINISTER FOR FISHERIES: I do
not propose to make any comments on
this vote hut if there are any questions I
would be pleased to answer them.

Vote put and passed.
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Public Utilities:

Vote--Goldfields Water Supply Under-
taking, £211,500:

Mr. MARSHIALL: From time to time
representations have been made to the Mini-
ister for Works for a general reduction in
the charges for water on the Goldfields.
Some time ago I contacted the 'Miniister and
inquired as to whether the representations
which had been made were having any ef-
feet. He gave me to understand, rightly
or wrongly, that the Government was con-
sidlering some proposal which would be in-
strumental in bringing about a general
reduction for water charges on the Gold-
fields. I think he ga*e me to understand
that I would get that information within
three weeks, but since then that number of
months has passed and I have not had any
definite reply from him.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: About a
fortnight ago, in answer to a question asked
without notice by the member for Kalgoor-
lie, I tabled the information to which the
hon. member has referred, and it is prob-
ably still on the Table now. Some consider-
able time before that investigations were
made and decisions arrived at and full
figures, with the names of the towns in-
volved, were published in the local Press
as well as in the Kalgoorlie Press. Whether
it was in the paper which circulates in the
Part Of the State the hon. member repre-
sents, I could not' say, but it was freely
featured in the Press at the time. Consider-
able reductions were made.

3Mr. Marshall: I will look it up.

Vote put and passed.

Votes-State Abattoirs and Salcyards,
£.974568; Metropolitan Water Supply, Sew-
flYI9C and? Drainage Department, £230,805;
Other Hydraulic Undertakings chargeable
to revenue, £146,010-agreed to.

Vote-Railways, Tramways and Ferries,
£6,898,105:

The 'MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
view of the lateness of the hour and because
of the previous long railwvay debate, it is
not my intention to make any remarks. If
there are any questions members may wish
to ask, I shall be pleased to answer them.

Vote put and passed.

Votes-State Batteries, £6.4,474; Cave
House (including Caves of the South-West,
etc.), £J6,92V-agreed to.

This concluded the Estimates of Revenue
and Expenditure for the year.

Resolutions reported and the report
adopted.

In. Committee of Ways~ and. Means.

THE PREMIER AND TREASURER
(Hon. D. R. 'MeLarty-Murray-Wellington)
[12.12]: 1 move--

That towards making good the supply
granted to His Afajesty for services of the
year ending the 30th June, 1049, a sum not
exceeding f15,495,4219 be granted by the Con-
solidated Revenue fund.

Question lpnt and passed.

Resolution reported and the report
adopted.

STATE TRADING CONCERNS
ESTIMATES, 1948-49.

In Committee.

Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure of
the State Trading Concerns for the year
ending the 3Ofh June, 1949, now eonsid&ed,
Mr. Perkins in the Chair.

Dil-isions-SZtate Engineering Works,
£241,149; Stale Quarries, £61,806; State
Brick works, M62,007; State Sawmills, £018,
487; State Shipping Seri-ice, £781,062;
Wyndhamn Freezing Works, £521,500; State
Hotels, £6115,874; West Australian Meat
Exports, £2 16 17 6 -a greed to.

This concluded the Estimates of the State
Trading Concerns for the year.

Resolutions reported and the report
adopted.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1948-49.

]In Comminittee.

Resumed from the 16th November; Mr.
Perkins in the Chair.

Vol es-lepartnental, £193,000; Railways
and Tramn-ays, £1,171,732; Electriity~ Sup-
ply, IG1,895,172; Harbours and Rivers,
B2.71,338; Water Supply and Sewerage.
£61,224,957; Dereloprneht of Gold fields and
Mineral Resources, B177,130; Development
of Agriculture, £2,97,625; Roads and
Bridges, Public Buildings, etc., £6731,766;
Sundries, P383,401-agreed to.
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This concluded the Loan Estimates for
the year.

Resolutions reported and the report
adopted.

BILL-APPROPRIATION.
Message.

Message from the Governor received and
read recomnmending'appropriation for the
purposes of the Bill.

All Stages.

In accordance with resolutions adopted
in Committees of Supply and Ways and
Means, Bill introduced, passed through all
stages without debate and transmitted to
the Council.

BILL.-HEALTH ACT AMENMENT
(No. 2).

Returned from the Council without
amendment.

BILls-BUSH FIRES ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Council's M1essage.

Mess age from the Council received and
rcaa notifying that it had agreed to the
further amendments made by the Assembly.

BILL,-MAbSKETING OF APPLES
AND PEARS.

Concils Message.
Message f 'rom the Council received and

read notifying that it bad agreed to the
conseuential amiendment made by the As-
sembly.

BILL-BUtK HANDLING ACT
AMENDMENT.

Mressage from the Council -received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendment made by the Assembly.

BILL-LOAN, £2,315,000.
Returned from the Council without

amendment.

BILL--PARLIAMENTARY
SUPERANNUATION.

CouncilI's Amendment.

Returned from the Council with an
amndment

Ina Committee.

Mr. Perkins in the Chair; thbe'Premier in
charge of the Bit].

The CHAIRMAN: The Council's amend-
ment is as follows-

Cltause is, page 10-Delete all words after
the word "of" where first appearing in lineg
5 and substitute the words "the subscribers
to the fund, and a meeting for that purpose
shall be convened by the trustees,"

The PREMIER: The amendment is to
Provide that the meeting shall he held by
the suhseribers to the f und and not by a
joint meeting of both Houses of Pariament.
Some doubt has becn expressed as to whether
nv joint meeting of the Houses would be con-
stitutional. It is said by the Legislati~e
Council'that there is no provision in our
Vonstitution for a meeting of both the
Legislative Council and the Legislative As-
sembly, but there is a provision that 'when
a vacancy occurs in the Senate between
general elections, both Houses shall meet to
elect a senator. That provision was brought
about by the 6 ommonwealth Constitution.

Hon. A. 13. G. Hawke. Another good rea-
sqon for only one House.l .

The PREMIER: This is an amendment
which wve can accept. I move-

That the amendment ho agreed tD.

Qulestion put and passed;, the Council's
-4mendment agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report ad6pted
and a messAge accordingly returned to the
Council.

As to Election of Trustees.

The PREMIER,: There is a provision in
the' Bill that each House shall elect two
trustees. I seek a direction from the Hous(
as to what shall he done in this regard.

MIr. SPEAKER: I am advised that thern
should be no appointment until after thc
Bill bagq become law.

BlLL-LAND SALES CONTROL.-
ACT AMENDMENT.

.Council'si Message.

Message from the Council notifying thai
it insis;ted ont its amendments now con
sidered. -
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The 31INISTER FOR EDUCATION
(For the Minister for Lands): I move-

That Legislative Council's message No.
119 be made an Order of the flay for the
next sitting of the House.

I take this course as I have been advised
tat it would be better to take the risk of

the legal question involved in the clerical
error than to take the risk of accepting the
Council's amendment.

Question put and passed.

BILL--BUSH FIRES ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 1).

Councils Amnendmrent.

Returned from the Council with an amend-
ment.

In Committee.
Mr. Brand in the Chair; Mr. Perkins in

charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: The Council's amend-
merit is- as follows:-

New Clause: Insert a new clause after
elause 3, as follows:

4. The principal Act is amended by insert-
ing a new Section 35D, ag follows:-

351). Section 35A, 35B, and 35C shall
continue in force until the thirty-first day
of December, one thousand nine hundred
and fifty, and no longer.

Mr. PERKINS: This amendment isk in
accordance with the recommendation made
by the Joint Select Committee which con-
sidered the Bill. That Committee, in its
wisdom, considered it wise to provide a pro-
bationary period in order to ascertain how
the Act worked. If it were successful and
justified itself, the Joint Select Committee
,considjered there would be no doubt that
Parliament would he willing to make this
imendment of the parent Act permanent.
!T'hnt being so, I mov-

That the amendment he agreed to.

4Question put and passed; the Council's
aaendment agreed to.

lResolution reported1 the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.
Sitting suspelnded from 12.42 to 1.15 as.

E~iL.rApPROPRATiON.

Retuirned from the Council without amend-
eiient.

PARLIAMENTARY
SUPERANNUATION.

Appointment of Trustees.

The PREMIER: I7 movo-
That pursuant to the provisions of a Bil

for an Act entitled the Parliamentary Super-
aiauatwh A£4, 1If8, and upon and subject to
such Bill becoming law by the assent of His
Excellency the Governor, the Legislative As-
sembly hereby appoints the member for
Swau (Mr. Wild) and the member for East
Perth (Mr. Graham). members of the said
Assembly, to be trustees of the Parliament-
ary Superannuation Fund, and the Legisla-
tive Assembly hereby orders that such ap-
pointments. shall be and aire hereby made at
this sitting of the Legislative Assembly on
the 10th day of December, 1948.

Question put and passed.

COMPIMENTARY REMARKS.

The PREMIER: This concludes the busi-
ness of the session and I take the oppor-
tunity, Mr. Speaker, of extending to you,
the Chairman of Committees and the Deputy
Chairmen of Committees good wishes for
Christmas and the New Year. I should
like to express appreciation of the efficient
manner in which you have carried out your
duties during the session. I thank the Act-
ing Leader of the Opposition for his co-
operation with the Government and extend
to him and other members on his side of the
House best wishes for Christmas and a
prosperous New Year.

I desire to thank my colleagues for the
loyal assistance they have given me daring
the year. It is fitting also to express our
gratitude and extend the samne good wishes
to the officers of Parliament, who have cer-
tainly carried out their duties in the most
efficient and courteous manner. We are all
very appreciative of their work. To the
members of the "Hansard" staff, I extend
the same good wishes. They have had exact-
ing, duties to perform, not only in reporting
the speeches of members of both House,
but also, in reporting the proceedings of
Royal Commissions and Select Committees,
which has entailed a considerable amount of
work. We are most appreciative of the
efficient manner in which that work has been
carried out. To the Controller and staff, I
also express appreciation or their valuable
and courteous services.

I bad almost overlooked the members of
the Independent Party, -and to them adsoI
extend the best of wishes. The Press also
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deserves our best thanks for the able manner
in which the reporters have recorded the
proceedings of Parliament and the keen in-
terest they have shown in the affairs of Par-
liament. I hope that I have not missed
anyone who should have been mentioned,
but when I say that to all I extend best
wishes for a merry Christmas and a happy
New Year, I mtan all.

HON. A. R. G. EAWnY: I join with the
Premier in expressing appreciation to you,
Mr. Speaker, of the capable and impartial
manner in which you have carried out the
duties of your high office during the year.
In addition to baring been capable and im-
partial, you have been friendly, and we
have never regarded you in the sense of be-
ing a boss over us. We have felt that you
were a friend trying to guide us as much as
possible in the narrow path of the Standing
Orders. Some of us wandered off the path
periodically, but your corrections were
always expressed in the friendliest of terms,
and k'e are grateful to you for having shown
yourself to be possessed of a heart as well
Dl a conscience.

I join heartily with the Premier in ex-
pressing appreciation of the services of the
other gr-oups mentioned by him and, to eco-
nomise time, which is very precious at this
honr.of the morning, I shall not detail them
again. I am grateful to the Premier for
the courtesy he has extended to us dufring
the session. Hi has always consulted mem-
bers on this side of the House quite fully
regardir~g the business of the House, and on
many occasions has gone out of his way to
inform us just how the Legislative pro-
gramme was being shaped, and of any
alteration that had to be made to the pro-
gramme from day to day.

The proceedings of the House have, as
usual been carried out in a dignified way,
leavened, as is desirable at times, by some
trood humour, but always with an underly-
ing feeling of friendliness, which has had
the effect over the years of raising to a
high level the status of this Hone. Hard
things have been said on occasions, but when
the heat of the moment has disappeared,
those who have been mixed up in the ex-
change of compliments, if T may so term
them, have been quite friendly, and I have
even noticed some of the strongest pro-
tagonists having a cup of tea together in the
dining-moom a- a glass of milk in the bar.
On behalf of the members on this side of

the House, I convey to members opposite
the best wishes, for a merry Christmas and
a happy and prosperous New Year.

I refer with satisfaction to the return to
the House after a long absence and illness
of the member for Mt. Magnet, whom we
are pleased to welcome back. I amn extremely
sorry that I cannot say the same for the
member for Hannans. In fact, the news
regarding his health during the last day or
two has been very bad. This week he re-
turned to his home in the metropolitan area.
from Wooroloo after having been there for
many weeks, but he suffered a relapse and
is very ill indeed.

I hope that we shall all meet again at the
commencement of next session, and although
I cannot offer the Government on behalf of
the Opposition the same measure of co-
operation and friendliness as has charac-
terised this session, I can offer that we will
next session, as in this session and the last,
show an anxiety always to join with the
Governiment and do our best to promote the
highest interests of the people and the State.

MR. READ: I have pleasure in offering
my felicitations to members onl this occa-
sion. Ours has been a difficult task. My
dolleague and I are isolated from the two
main parties in the House; and we feel that
it is much easier to get up and talk, as the
member for 'Murchison, the member for Mt.
Marshall and possibly the member for East
Perth would agree, than to sit down and
think out the next move. Whichever way
we move we have the approval of one side
and the disapproval of the other. However,
on behalf of the other member of my Party,
and on my own behalf, I sincerely wish you,
Sir, and the Deputy Speaker, the Premier
and the Deputy Premier and all such officials,
sincere good wishes for the festive season.
We extend the same good wishes to the staff
of Parliament who have indeed been most
helpful and kind in dealing with the difficul-
ties which private members encounter at
different times. We wish nll a Happy
Christmas and a prosperous New Year.

MR. SPEAKER: As it has gone 1.30 1
will be brief. I wish to thank the Pre-
mier for his very kind remarks and also the
Acting Leader of the Opposition and the
member for Victoria Park for theirs. I
support every word the Premier said regard-
ing the work of the Deputy Speaker, the
Chairman of Committees, the offleors, the
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"Hlansard" staff, the Press and so on. I
congratulate members on the high standard
of debate. No punches were pulled in re-
gard to polities; but when we read in the
Press remarks quoted as having been made
in other Parliaments-as, for instance, in
Victoria last week-we realise that there is
quite a difference in the standard of debate
here and in the other States. .1 wish all the
compliments of the season.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.

THE PREMIER (Hion. D. R. MeLarty-
M~urray-Wellington): I move-

That tbe House at its rising adjourn to a
date to be fixed by Mr. Speaker.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 1.33 aurm. -(Saturday).

I
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